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FROM YOUR EDITOR
A warm welcome to new members
Wayne Williams, Richard Young,
David and Karen Moore. It was
good to meet Brian and Lorna
Hunter at September’s lunch.
Thanks to Andrew for his write-up
on Bo'ness and to all those who
sent photographs of the Birthday
Bash (YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE).

SEPTEMBER LUNCH
This was at the Collingwod Arms
(under new management though
we never saw him!) and they did us
proud. Twenty-seven members
attended (it was good to see Jeff
and Mary-Jane Ferris back from the
Bahamas for a while) and we
presented the cheque for £2,524
from Thirlestane Dream Rides to
Lucy Tile of the Borders Children's
Charity. Then we all tucked into a
delicious lunch, raised £165 from
the raffle and cheered in Mike’s
birthday cake, before moving onto
the agenda.

Lucy Tile from Borders Children’s
Charity thanked the Polar Bears for
the donation from Thirlstane and
let us know how they spend their
money - all the money raised is
spent on the children and there has
been an increase in applications for
help. Fiona also thanked Fred
Magill, Chairman of BVAC who was
also attending as their guest, for
allowing and helping us put on
Thirlestane Dream Rides.

This event was again successful
and had 24 cars squeezed into the
garage area by Andrew Carrie and
91 rides went out. Fiona thanked
everyone who had helped out
before, during and after the event.
Classics at Corbridge was organised
by Bob Selby and had 12 cars,
raising £370 for Smile for Life. The
presentation of this donation was
made by George and Sheila Dodds
and Bob and Ann Selby to Paula
Gasgoine of Smile for Life.
Classics in the City was organised
by Andrew Carrie. This was a first
and went well, attracting huge
interest from the public in
Edinburgh’s High Street. It raised
£650 for the children’s section of
the Army Benevolent Fund and the
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presentation is still to be arranged.
Edinburgh Council said we could do
it again!
Teeside Children’s Dream Rides
was attended by Chris and Claire
Pollin who had some mishaps with
their cars - exhaust off the
Westfield and clutch going on the
Honda! There were 20 cars and lots
of very excited children.
Bo’ness Hillclimb was again
organised by Andrew Carrie. We
had 8 cars and a good stand in a
good position, raising £315 for
Clowndoctors.
Dream Rides at Raby Castle. Chris
Pollin, Bob Selby and Phil Ellis
attended, with Brian Short going as
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a member of the public. It was felt
it needed more space to be even
more successful.
A car event in the Grassmarket has
been suggested - to be discussed
when we have more details.
A Glasgow couple donated £200 to
SACHD - the cheque has been sent
to Jim Kelman.
25th Birthday Bash at the Cardrona
Hotel. There are 52 people going
and roughly a 50/50 split between
Polar Bears and others. Paul Bonsall
is offering stop-over rates at the Fat
Lamb for people coming from the
south and organising a route to the
Cardrona Hotel. Dick andPat
Nortcliff are donating a cake and
Fiona asked various willing
members to help out.

NEW CARS
Brian Short arrived at the

Our last car show event of the
2014 season was the Bo-ness
Hillclimb on Sunday 7 September.
This was the 80th anniversary of
the hill climb, which was the first
true motor racing venue in
Scotland. Prior to then, any motor
sport events were held on public
roads (until 1925) or on sand. It
was used until 1966, with the
Lothian Car Club opening Doune as
a new hill climb track in 1968.
In 2007, the owners of the old
Bo’ness track decided to hold a
reunion of drivers and other
enthusiasts from those early days,
and it was so popular with them,
and with spectators and visitors,
that it has continued and grown
every year since.

September lunch in a stunning silver
Porsche 911 Carrera having decided
that it was time to hand the keys to
the Yellow Peril (TVR Chimaera 450)
over to some other brave driver.
Brian Hunter and wife Lorna arrived

for lunch in his black Nissan GTR
but Lorna admitted she preferred
her own Mercedes SLK!

The event is centred around the hill
climb racing, and included a huge
variety of historic race cars, as well
as a number of other classic and
interesting cars. There was also a
large display of classic cars, with a
wide range of vehicles to admire.
You know you’re getting old when
instead of saying “my dad had one
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of those”, you’re thinking quietly
“I’ve been nearly bankrupted by
quite a few of these in my time”…
We had a stand near the spectator
entry gate, and right beside the
end of the hillclimb track. Couldn’t
be better! We set up our wee tent,
then got the cars arranged, and
finally the teddy bears were able to
spread out the tartan rugs and

start their picnic.
Pip from HeartsandMinds came
along on behalf of the
Clowndoctors, our charity for the
day, and all the bears were given
balloons, while we had a selection
of wee stickers, clown noses,
badges and other goodies for the
grown-ups (oh, and some for the
kids!).
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25TH BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION

On display, we had Dick and Pat’s
Jaguar XJS, Jeff and Mary-Jane’s
Bahama-lime-green Marcos
Mantara, Brian's MGB V8, Mark’s
Dax Tojeiro Cobra, Ron’s TVR
Chimaera, and my Porsche 911. On
the day we had a late entry when
Sarah brought along her VW Beetle
convertible.

We also had a wee bit of a period
dress theme going on, with a range
of costumes ranging from the
1950’s, 60’s and 70’s. Mark, Jeff
and Sarah took part in the classic
parade up the hill during the lunch
break as well.

think that we were again robbed of
"best club stand", but never mind –
who still had the most fun?
I had my son with me (or maybe I
was with him, I’m not sure if he
was a “mystery carer”), and he was
amazed at how we turned up to a
bare grassy field, and then "magic
happened" and this amazing club
stand appeared with banners,
bunting, bears and biscuits. He was
even more amazed at how quickly
the "well-oiled machine" dismantled
it all again at the end and packed it
away.
A huge thank you to everyone who
came along on the day, with such
an interesting selections of cars for
people to admire, and for your help
throughout the day, in so many
ways, big and small. Everybody's
contribution is greatly welcomed.
The good news is that we raised
£315 for the Clowndoctors - £60
more than the same event last
year. I am more than happy with
that, which isn't a bad sum for a
few hours with friends, eating
cakes, playing with balloons and
getting sunburnt. But enough about
the teddy bears, we grown-ups all
enjoyed our day too.
Andrew

I thought that our stand looked
fantastic – a great range of cars,
period dress and the bears having a
picnic really looked impressive. I

See You Soon!

Fifty-two Sporting Bears from all
around the UK attended this
excellent event at the Macdonald
Cardrona Hotel, superbly organised
by Fiona and Mike. There was an
even split between Polar Bears and
more southerly Bears and Paul
‘Grizzly Bear’ Bonsall had offered a
stop-over at the Fat Lamb and
organised a route up north.
The Friday was spent getting to the
Cardrona (25 minutes down the
road for us!) and arriving in time
for the delicious afternoon tea with
sarnies, scones and cream cakes. It
was good to have the whole
Manderston Suite to ourselves so
there was a display of what
attractions might be visited over
the weekend and also of the
Sporting Bears' activities since the
21st Birthday Bash. We've certainly
continued to put the “fun into fund
raising” during the last 4 years.
It was then time for a shower
before meeting up for the informal
dinner - the food and service was
very good on both nights I have to
say. Mike welcomed everyone and
congratulated Richard and Carol
Snowdon who were celebrating
their 20th wedding anniversary. To
keep us entertained Mike had done
two quizzes - one a silhouette of
cartoon and real bears (our table
won that!) and the other based on
the word ‘Silver’ which was mostly
reasonably easy but did have
several tricky and some very tricky
ones to sort the wheat from the
chaff! It was all good fun and
packets of Pom Bears were the
prizes.
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The weather meanwhile had turned
atrocious with torrential rain and I
think a few of the Classics
(especially 3 of the Jaguars) got a
bit wet on the inside! Luckily we
were in the Min and the only
damage was a front indicator filled
with water. The rain continued on
into Saturday morning, but did
clear up in the afternoon. Saturday
was a day to please yourself - there
was a suggested run to Moffat and
back via some local attractions (and
floods) or you could explore
Peebles itself or travel farther afield
to visit the Royal Yacht Britannia,
Roslin Chapel or the Jim Clark
Room. Some folk even managed to
meet The Pandas at Edinburgh Zoo.
Fiona and Mike had spent some
time in the afternoon preparing the
Manderston Suite for the highlight
of the weekend with a selection of
balloons, silver table decorations
and edible mini bears whilst on the
stage, where the ceilidh band
would play, were a group of bears
following behind the centrepiece –
a Vanwall pedal car in Club colours
bearing the number 25.
Remembering the arrangement at
the 21st Birthday Bash when Fiona
had been invited to drive her MGA
up a ramp and into the dining
room, she had pondered on the
feasibility of getting a car up to the
3rd floor but decided even a Microcar wouldn't fit into the lift. She
had then attempted to buy a silver
Mercedes pedal car on Gumtree
without success so, with less than 2
weeks until the big weekend, the
only remaining solution was to send
Mike up into the loft to find the
Vanwall which had been bought as
a “restoration project” more than
10 years previously, put in the loft
then forgotten about! There is
nothing like a bit of time pressure
to get Mike to do something Fiona
has set her mind on.....

The Saturday evening was the Gala
Dinner with everyone scrubbing up
well and sticking to the ‘Silver’
theme as much as possible. There
were some amazing outfits and
they won prizes - Ann Cubbitt in
her glorious silver wig, John
Walpole in his Union Jack ‘tails’,
Robert Daniel in his immaculate kilt
and ‘See You Jimmy’ hat. It has to
be said that at first glance both Ann
and Robert were unrecognisable!

Last but not least Jeff and MaryJane Ferris got a prize for getting
through the floods in their Marcos
and Jeff wearing an outrageously
OTT silver shirt from the 1980's!
The post-prandial entertainment

started with black-tied Dorset man
John Benneyworth strip-teasing into
Noddy! John revealed he had been
born in Edinburgh! Then the superb
and patient ceilidh band took over
and talked the Sassenachs through
the intricacies of Scottish Reels and

Have a nice day!

a good time was had by all. In the
weeks leading up to the event Dick
Nortcliffe had gone to refresher
Scottish Country Dance Classes so
he and Pat were first on the floor
demonstrating how it should be

gentleman. Ann Selby was quick
to point out that it was all men
who were being favoured! The
evening ended with all 52 folk on
the floor joining hands in a circle
and singing Auld Lang Syne.
Sunday saw us eating the lovely,
fruity 25th Birthday cake kindly
donated by Dick and Pat Nortcliffe
before setting off for home - or
relaxing for another night as some
were doing! As a wee memento all
members attending the Club's 25th
Birthday Celebrations went home
with a coaster designed and
supplied at a special price by Polar
Graham Chapell of Arran Graphics.
A collectible of the future perhaps?
A most enjoyable weekend and
many thanks to Fiona and Mike for
organising it so well - Caroline
McSean had already presented
them with flowers, a Steiff Polar
Bear and a bottle of champagne as
a token of everyone’s appreciation.

done! Carol Howes got in touch
afterwards to say “One memorable
event for me was finding that Fiona
had succeeded in getting Bob up on
the dance floor when I had failed to
do so for several years. That left
him no excuse, he had to whisk me
round the floor in the Gay Gordons
and one or two other dances as
well. Thanks Fiona!” Sheila Dodds
kindly provided a bear on each table
and we had an entertaining 5
minutes while she ensured that the
said bear was given to a particular
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WHAT'S
NEXT
14-16 November – NEC Dream
Rides Birmingham.
7 December – Polar Lunch Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-onTweed. Come and discuss what
we want to do next year.
Contact Fiona
Polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk.

Contact Information
Helen

☎ 0131 440 2462
Helen Kirkness SBMC
44 Station Road
Roslin
Mid Lothian EH25 9LR
email: MrsGrrumpy@aol.com
Fiona ☎ 0131 552 2972

Fiona Davies SBMC
Stanley House
23 Stanley Road
Edinburgh EH6 4SE
email:
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
Mike ☎ 0131 552 2972
email: ysy705@aol.com
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