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FROM YOUR EDITOR
A warm welcome to new
members Martin Dyson, Brian
Upfield and Sarah Forbes. Also
many thanks to Chris Pollin and
Clair Howie for their article and
Mike Webber for his photos of
Doune. Fred Magill, Chairman
of BVAC supplied the photos of
the filming at Thirlestane.

DOUNE HILL CLIMB

A glorious sunny (with glacial
breeze) day saw fifteen Polars
try out the new gazebo - and
very good it looked too. It was
quick and easy to set up and
since the weather was so
clement, we didn’t need the
blue side panels - although we
did put one up as a wind
deflector!
Everyone pitched in and had the
stand set up quickly - we had a
prime site at the spectator
entrance. Nine cars were on
show with their bears - Fiona
and Mike’s MGA, Andrew’s
Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2,
Hamish’s TVR T350 Coupe,
Ron’s TVR Chimaera 400, Keith
and Juliet’s Police MGB GT which attracted attention from a
current Police officer! On the
other side we had Mike and
Helen’s Maserati, Dick and Pat’s

Jaguar XJS convertible, then the
RR Flying Spur of Robert and
Helen parked next to Helen and
Brian’s Mini Cooper Sport - the
little and large of the car world.
You may also have noticed
there was a trio of Helens which
resulted in three heads turning
when instructions were issued
to ‘Helen’!
CHAS was the charity to benefit
and we rattled cans for
donations, re-homed some
bears and scoffed Fiona and
Mike’s delicious soup and sarnie
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lunch - which was provided for
a donation to CHAS. We raised
£230. The stand attracted a
good deal of attention and
several people went away with
membership forms - so
hopefully we’ll see some more
exotica at the next Dream
Rides.
The Hillclimb had attracted a
good range of cars from gofaster hot hatches, MX 5s, old
MGs, a wheen of Caterhams and
Westfields and the serious
racing vehicles. One of those
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went like the wind - apparently
due to a very expensive, very
noisy Indy car engine. The MG P
Type belonging to our friend
Colin Mclaughlin was the only
car with a bear mascot attached
to a wing mirror! Fiona
suggested that he should
carefully remove the dead bugs
before giving it to his as yet
unborn grand-daughter for
whom he had bought it. The
viewing was excellent with a
path up the hill all along the
track - it was quite a bit higher

than the track so you got a
good view of the action and it
was completely safe! It was
lovely to meet some Polars who
came as MOPS (members of the
public) - Keith and Ann Davison
and Richard and Charlotte
Talbot with the new baby
James along with grand-parents
Sandy and Kevin.
It was also a good venue for
raising the Club profile, plus
there was the antique centre to
go round and decent toilets.
Hopefully, we’ll go there again.
CLASSICS IN THE CITY OF
EDINBURGH – SATURDAY
19 JULY 2014

We tried last year to organise
an event in Edinburgh City
Centre on behalf of the Army
Benevolent Fund, but due to
various “administrative and
policy difficulties” (not by the
Bears, I hasten to add!) it didn’t
work out.
At our December meeting the
Polar Bears decided to try again
to organise a display elsewhere
in the city centre, for the same
charity. Sounds easy? Well all I
can say is, that the next time I
want to endure this much pain,
I’ll set my hair on fire with
petrol and stamp it out with a
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sledgehammer (do not try this
at home, children)… but at last,
we got there!
We will be setting up a display
of our cars, and once again rehoming bears, right in the heart
of the city, on the historic Royal
Mile, which is the original main
street running from the Castle,
down to the Palace and Abbey
at Holyrood. We will be in
Parliament Square West, which
is a cobbled square outside St
Giles Cathedral, and right
beside the old Parliament
Building, the Faculty of
Advocates, and the High Court
and Court of Session.
I can’t even begin to tell you
what is nearby – there’s more
history in this street than a
whole series of Time Team,
then Edinburgh Castle is a 5
minute walk away, there are
shops of every kind, there are
cafes and restaurants, there are
often street entertainers, and
you’ll see 5 weddings - one in
the Cathedral, 4 in the
Registrars on the opposite side
of the square on that same day!
Ladies – bring hankies.
This isn’t a museum piece either
– this is right in the heart of a
living, breathing city and is busy
with local people and tourists,
every day of the week. We are
not going to be part of a bigger
show, as we usually are – this is
OUR event and our opportunity
to be part of the “street
entertainment”.
The event is organised for 19
July 2014. Note that’s a
Saturday, not our more usual
Sunday. The reason is simple –
Cathedrals get busy on a
Sunday! We will have a stand
where we will be re-homing
bears, big and small, in aid of
the children's section of the
Army Benevolent Fund. We will
be setting up from about 9 am,
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with a view to getting started at
10 am.
Please come along and support
us at this new type of event.
Names please (and details of
accompanying vehicle) to
Andrew Carrie at
Andrew@acarrie.net.
BECOMING A BEAR

After completing the necessary
paperwork, we queued and
waiting for our driver I wasn’t
really sure what to expect but
was very excited as I hadn’t
really been out in a high
performance car before. Our
driver was extremely friendly
and after the car had warmed
up, proceeded to show us what
it could do. We then caught the
bug for the TVR’s!
Shortly after, we joined our
local TVR Car Club in which we
made some good friends who
helped us chose the right car, a
rare 1993 4.3V8 Grey Chimaera
with red leather interior. This
kept us occupied throughout the
summer months being active
members of the local club,
attending some shows and
events.
But I still had itchy feet, I
wanted something that had
Our first year as Polar Bears has outrageous performance, the
TVR is a nice cruiser, but didn’t
been both inspiring and highly
quite give the kind of
rewarding to say the least, so
acceleration I was looking for.
where did it all begin? The
The year had flown and it was
Classic Car Show held at the
Birmingham NEC time again!
Birmingham NEC in November
Knowing of the Sporting Bears
2011 was our first introduction
and reminiscing of the great
to the Sporting Bears Motor
Club, where we stumbled upon experience the year earlier, we
pencilled in a 2-day trip this
the display, led by the roar of
the exhausts and the distinctive time so I had plenty of time for
smell of highly tuned engines.
We followed the crowds towards
the wall in which all the cars
were listed. A Sporting Bear
then approached us and
explained about the Club and
how the Dream Rides process
works. All that was left to do
was to find an interesting car.
My choice was driven by my
desire to buy a TVR, so thought
it would be a good idea to have
a demonstration in one to help
me decide if they were for me
or not. I quickly identified a nice
4.2 V8 Cerbera which I was sure
would be an interesting one.
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lots of Dream Rides. We then
identified the following: TVR
t350, Westfield V8, Westfield
Megablade, Ford Capri 280,
Lancia Delta Integrale, Lotus
Esprit and a highly modified
Bentley! What a great mix of
motors and a bunch of genuine
guys who owned them. We
gathered as much info as we
could about not only the cars
but what it was like to actually
be a Sporting Bear. The
overwhelming warm and
friendly feel of the Club, in
which everyone was devoted to
raising money for such worthy
causes, really got us thinking
seriously about being a part of
it. After a couple of weeks, we
made contact with the Club and
completed our membership
paperwork, our north east
location meant we fell into the
catchment area of the Polar
section.
Now back to the car hunt, one
car in particular stood out – the
mad V8 Westy driven by Dave.
With 280 bhp and only 570 kg,
the acceleration was
phenomenal. This was exactly
what I was looking for! I
promptly put a post on a wellknown forum requesting advice
and comments from other v8 kit
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have welcomed us into the Club
and helped to make the events
a pleasure for us as well as the
kids!
Chris Pollin and Claire Howie

SACHD
Fiona has just received this email message from Jim Kelman
our contact at SACHD.

“I thought you would like to
know that it was agreed at
our SACHD Management
Meeting today that the
money recently donated by
Sporting Bears and Polar
Bears will purchase 10
defibrillators at a cost of
car owners and low and behold, adults and even an off duty
£7000 for Yorkhill Children's
I got a response from a
Sporting Bear. I met some great Hospital. I'm pleased that on
“firesafety-dave”! He discussed people who I think all wanted to this occasion I can till you
the possibility of selling the
buy a Westfield after their
exactly how your money is to
beast as he fancied a change.
journey out around Thirlestane
be spent. Thank you on
We travelled down to have a
in the V8.
behalf of our Heart Kids.”
proper look at the Westy and
While I was out driving Claire
the deal was done. So I now
spent most of her time running
PRE-THIRLESTANE
had one of the most popular
the Cool Wall which involved
PUBLICITY
Dream Rides cars to bring back members of the public choosing
to the Polar section.
We decided we wanted to be
active members and contribute
to as many events as we could
manage. The first Dream Rides
event was in June 2013 at
Thirlestane Castle which was
around 100 miles from our
house. This was also our first
opportunity to meet some of the
Polar Bears in person. We were
fortunate that the weather was
on our side. Upon arrival the
Westfield generated a lot of
attention from both the public
and fellow Bears who
recognised it as a Dream Rides
car.
The day started slowly, but
after an hour or so, the Dream
Rides were in full swing. The
Westy proved very popular as
Dave had told me it would. I
took a wide range of people
out, ranging from children to

their favourite Sporting Bears
car while making a small
donation to the charity.
Throughout 2013, we attended
several other events, including
Teesside Autodrome, Raby
Castle, Corbridge and the NEC
in Birmingham, all of which we
Mummy Polar Bear writes: The
PR company which has been
employed by BVAC arranged for
a feature on this year's
Extravaganza to be included in
Fiona Armstrong's half-hour late
evening programme “Border
Life” with a view to it being
thoroughly enjoyed.
screen shortly before the 1st
So we are now in the process of June. The Sporting Bears were
getting the fleet prepared for
invited to bring along as many
the 2014 events, the first of
cars as they could muster to
which for us will be Thirelstane join the line-up of BVAC
Castle!
members' vehicles at
We would like to say thanks to
Thirlestane Castle so last week
all those Sporting Bears who
Mike and I went down with the

Have a nice day!

WHAT'S
NEXT
9-11 May – The Northern Gambol.
Weekend social and touring. Contact
Paul Bonsall Tel 01539623242 or email
enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk
11 May – DATE CHANGE Polar Lunch
- Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-on-Tweed.
Contact Fiona ysy705@aol.com
1 June – Thirlestane Dream Rides.
Charity supported - Borders Children’s
Charity. Contact Fiona ysy705@aol.com
6 July – Classics at Corbridge. Club
stand with opportunity to rehome bears.
Charity supported - Smile for Life.
Contact Bob Selby: Tel 0191 489 1980
or e-mail
19 July –Classics in the City,
Edinburgh. Static display raising funds
for forces children. Contact Andrew
Carrie Tel 07798 646844 or email
andrew@acarrie.net
11 August – Teesside Autodrome,
Children’s Dream Rides for children from
5 local charities. Contact Tony
Beverley: Tel 07968 823172 or email
tonybev52@gmail.com
17 August – Raby Castle Dream Rides.
Charity supported - Zoe's Place. Contact
Tony Beverley: Tel 07968 823172 or
email tonybev52@gmail.com
7 September – Bo’ness Hillclimb and
Revival Show. Club stand with Teddy
Bears Picnic theme. Charity supported Hearts & Minds Clowndoctors. Contact
Andrew Carrie: Tel 07798 646844 or
email andrew@acarrie.net
14 September – Polar Lunch Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-on-Tweed.
Contact Fiona ysy705@aol.com
3-5 October – Club’s 25th Birthday
Celebrations, Cardrona Hotel, nr
Peebles, Scottish Borders. Contact
Fiona or Mike Tel 0131 552 2972 or
email ysy705@aol.com
14-16 November – NEC Dream Rides
Birmingham
7 December – Polar Lunch Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-on-Tweed.
Contact Fiona ysy705@aol.coml

MGA and were joined by Mike
Webber and Sid Palmer with
Mike's Dino rep and Maserati
Spyder and Andrew Carrie with
his Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2 for
a morning's filming. There were
a couple of vintage cars,

including the Vauxhall D-type of
Alasdaire Lochkart which will
once again be giving Rides,
which caught Fiona Armstrong's
attention and most of the
filming centred around them
with additional alternative
interest being taken in the
splendid Chevrolet Bel Air. It
had been anticipated that I
would have the opportunity to
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speak about the Sporting Bears
Dream Rides but alas that did
not happen but I made sure
Fiona Armstrong went away
with details of the cars we are
offering Rides in along with
background information on the
Club. Those of you who are in
the transmission area – Scottish
Borders, Cumbria, Dumfrie &
Galloway and North
Northumberland – may want to
keep a look out for the
broadcast on 19 May just to see
how many minutes of TV come
from 3 hours of recording!
Contact Information
Please Note - new emails
addresses in red.
Helen ☎ 0131 440 2462

Helen Kirkness SBMC
44 Station Road
Roslin
Mid Lothian EH25 9LR
email:
polarnews@sportingbears.co.uk
Fiona ☎ 0131 552 2972

Fiona Davies SBMC
Stanley House
23 Stanley Road
Edinburgh EH6 4SE
email:
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
Mike
☎ 0131 552 2972
email: ysy705@aol.com
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