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FROM THE EDITOR
Thanks to Andrew Carrie for his
report on the Polar's first ever
"stand alone" event - Classics in
the City of Edinburgh - and to
Alison Swiffin for her piece on
representing Scotland in the
International Veterans' Petanque
Competition. A warm welcome to
2 new members. Mark McKail
joined in time to be part of
Andrew's event whilst Malcolm
Copland filled in his application
form after looking round our
display and chatting with
members. Great to have you as
Polars.
Congratulations to Niel and Jurgita
Friis-Jorgensen on the recent birth
of their son Alexander. Niel tells us
that it is not possible to fit a baby
seat into the Aston Martin
Vanquish - oh dear!

CLASSICS AT CORBRIDGE
Bob Selby was organising this
again and had about 14 cars
signed up, but 4 had to call off at
the last minute. However, we had
enough for a decent stand and the
Scottish contingent met up at the
Stair Arms at early o’clock for the
run down to Corbridge - in the
rain.
The weather cleared once we got
to Corbridge and it was sunny as
we set up the stand - we had a
‘skivers’ gazebo for relaxing and
cuppas and the smaller blue
gazebo for the bear rehoming and
charity promoting. The cars were
artistically arranged, the blue and
yellow bunting put up and the
bears attractively laid out. Four of
the larger bears (one was a shaggy
dog!) were raffled off throughout
the day.
For the cars on the left, we had
Bob and Ann Selby’s AK Cobra

BEARS GO TO SWEDEN

Here are Ed Strachan and Alison Swiffin with 'Pierre' - Alison writes
"Pierre is a bear I obtained as part of one of the early 're-homings' by
Polar Bears at Selkirk a few years back, and us in our official shirts from
the European Veterans' Petanque Championships where we were part of
the Scottish team. Having done well to get to 10th after the first stage
of the competition Scotland were then knocked out in the first round of
the knockout phase which was disappointing but they had some good
wins and we all had a great time.
Pierre particularly enjoyed his trip to Sweden. He has also enjoyed trips
to Fochabers to play against the Welsh and Irish earlier this year - when
both Ed and I were playing and is looking forward to a trip to the
Midlands to play against England and Wales next month.
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Replica, Fiona’s Toyota MR2, Mike
Webber’s Ferrari Dino Replica and
new member Graham Curtis’s
Jensen Interceptor.
On the right, we had George and
Sheila Dodds’s Mercedes SLK200,
Ron Dyer’s TVR Chimaera, Andrew
Carrie’s Porsche 911 Carrera and
the old and new Mini Coopers.
Jim Harris had brought car number
400, his absolutely mint 1966 Mini
Cooper S and I had my somewhat
less mint 2000 Mini Cooper Sport.
We parked them side by side and
they got a lot of attention from Joe
Public who wanted to compare
them - unfortunately I hadn’t
cleaned the engine bay, so it was a
tad embarrassing next to Jim’s
pristine one! In fact the Min itself
only looked clean after driving down
in the rain because Jim lent me his
waterless cleaner - thanks Jim, it
was wonderful stuff.
With the weather being warm and
sunny, there was a decent
attendance and Sheila used her
usual fantastic selling technique to
rehome a considerable number of
bears. Others rattled cans and sold
raffle tickets and we raised £370 for
local charity Smile for Life.
Everyone got a chance to go round
the show (the burgers were
terrible!) to admire the cars and buy
any bits and pieces they needed.
After lunch a show organiser came
to the stand asking for the owner of
the 1966 Mini Cooper S as it had
won a prize and had to be in the
ring at 3 pm. Jim and Aly were off
on a wander and a flurry of voice
mails were left, before they were
spotted. Jim drove his Mini to the
ring, but the prize giving was at 4
pm not 3 and was late to boot - by
which time it had started to rain!
However the Mini Cooper won best
‘60s car and Jim had the pleasure of
being interviewed by a less than
charismatic organiser and answered
in typical deadpan Jim fashion ‘How long have you had the car?’
‘Not long.’ ‘How long are you going
to keep it?’ ‘Not long’!!
After all that excitement, several of
us adjourned to the Wellington for a
lovely bar supper before heading
home. A most enjoyable day.
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Classics in the City (of Edinburgh)
19 JULY 2014

This was a new type of event for
the Polar Bears – usually we go
along to car shows or displays, and
only have to organise our own
stand. There have been thoughts
about holding an event in
Edinburgh for the children’s section
of the Army Benevolent Fund, but
some form of “red tape” always
managed to get in the way.
So you would think that when it
was raised at our planning meeting
in December, anybody with any
sense would shy away from
another attempt to organise this.
And anybody with any sense, did.
Not yer man Carrie though – “I’ll
have a go.” he says, before his
brain catches up.
After a lot (and I mean a lot) of toing and fro-ing, we managed to
extract dates when three different
possible street venues were free.
One of them is prone to the
prevailing wind howling between

high buildings (important for
reasons I’ll come on to in a
minute), one has a much smaller
number of people passing, and the
third is in the middle of the Royal
Mile, a couple of hundred yards
from the Castle, where the charity
is based, and sheltered from the
wind by surrounding buildings like
St Giles Cathedral, and virtually on
top of “The Heart of Midlothian”.
That’s the one!
With that decided, a suitable date
was selected, and the applications
all made for a street collection, a
street parade (yes I know, we
weren’t parading anywhere but it
apparently counts as a “street
assembly”), and last but not least,
permission to put up the gazebo.
The last one turned out to be the
most difficult, because the Council
at first wanted calculations of wind
load and the design load of the
gazebo and how it was to be fixed
down without fixing it to railings or
vehicles, etc. Not having a
structural engineer handy, we
managed to persuade them that
we would weigh it down, we would
put it in the shelter of the
buildings, and we would take it
down if it got breezy. (Andrew
decided not to attempt to persuade
the Council to move a certain

See You Soon!

statue to make more space - Ed)
With all the paperwork in place, it
was time to invite members along –
there’s no event without members!
And the response, I have to say,
was absolutely brilliant! Within a
couple of days, we had enough
people to run the event, and a few
more volunteers later.
On the day, the Polar Bear team
machine jumped into action – the
gazebo was erected, barriers put
out, bears displayed in their best
“adopt me” poses, and members’
cars arranged around the stand.
Alex Braceland, of the ABF, brought
along some ABF stuff, like
wristbands, keyrings, pens etc that
we could also display and pass on
for a donation.
On display, we had:
Stewart’s 1928 Lagonda Speed,
Niel’s Aston Martin Vanquish,
Brian’s TVR Chimaera,
Chris and Claire’s Renault 18 Turbo,
Bob and Ann’s AK Cobra 427 Rep,
Sid’s Porsche Boxster,
Hamish’s TVR 350i,
Mark MacKail’s Dax Tojeiro Cobra,
Nimal’s Jaguar E-Type,
Fiona and Mike’s MGA Roadster,
Brian and Helen brought a Mini
Cooper and their MGB V8
and my Porsche 911.

That’s a pretty impressive mix, for
a wee club stand in Edinburgh!
The passing public seemed to think
so too – despite the rain coming on
and off, we were mobbed for the
whole day!
Kate arrived (on the bus!) and we
also had a guest visit by Tony and
Iris Woods. It was great to see
everybody helping, either in the
gazebo, or out holding collection
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BO’NESS HILLCLIMB
REVIVAL –
7 SEPTEMBER 2014

WHAT'S
NEXT
17 August – Raby Castle Dream
Rides. Charity supported - Zoe's Place.
Contact Tony Beverley: Tel
07968 823172 or email
tonybev52@gmail.com
7 September – Bo’ness Hillclimb and
Revival Show. Club stand with Teddy
Bears Picnic theme - see opposite.
Charity supported - Hearts & Minds
Clowndoctors. Contact Andrew Carrie:
Tel 07798 646844 or email
andrew@acarrie.net
14 September – Polar Lunch Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-on-Tweed.
Contact Fiona
Polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
3-5 October – Club’s 25th Birthday
Celebrations, Cardrona Hotel, nr
Peebles, Scottish Borders. Contact
Fiona or Mike Tel 0131 552 2972 or
email Polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk.
Check with Fiona if late bookings are
available.
14-16 November – NEC Dream
Rides Birmingham.
7 December – Polar Lunch Collingwood Arms, Cornhill-on-Tweed.
Contact Fiona
Polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk.

Contact Information
Helen

☎ 0131 440 2462
Helen Kirkness SBMC
44 Station Road
Roslin
Mid Lothian EH25 9LR
email: MrsGrrumpy@aol.com
Fiona ☎ 0131 552 2972

Fiona Davies SBMC
Stanley House
23 Stanley Road
Edinburgh EH6 4SE
email:
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
Mike ☎ 0131 552 2972
email: ysy705@aol.com


buckets, and talking about their
cars to the visiting public. People
were giving donations to be
photographed sitting in the cars,
others were adopting bears, and
many simply gave money. Chris's
Mum Mary arrived to see what her
son gets up to on a Saturday and
immediately grabbed a bucket and
a handful of bears and went into
overdrive herself!
As well as giving Edinburgh visitors
something a wee bit different to
see that day, we raised £657 for
the Army Benevolent Fund. This is
a fantastic amount for a one-day
event, especially in the rain, and
credit goes to everybody who came
along and helped to raise that sum.
Some of you travelled a fair
distance to be there, and that is
greatly appreciated. Thanks also to
those who brought along all the
equipment that we used, and
helped to put it up/take it down.
Thanks to those who held buckets,
chatted to spectators, and helped
to make the event such a success
in so many big and small ways. At
one point, I was looking at our
stand, and at the activity in and
around it, and I thought how lucky
we are to be able to share our
hobby with visitors, and then with
the charities we support. This event
showed what the Sporting Bears
are all about, and we had fun doing
it. What could be better? Andrew

There’s still time to get your
name down, if you haven’t
already, for the Bo’ness Hillclimb
Revival ! We took part last year,
and have been invited back this
year, the 80th anniversary of the
hill climb. We again propose
holding a Teddy Bears' Picnic
with period dress an option for
the non-Bear participants!
Bo-ness is a little town on the south
shore of the River Forth, between
the Forth and Kincardine Bridges,
accessed from junction 3 of the M9
motorway. As well as the hillclimb
track, the town also boasts an
excellent steam railway, run by the
Scottish Rail Preservation Society,
and also a motor museum.
The hillclimb track opened in 1934,
and was the first true motor racing
venue in Scotland. Prior to then, any
motor sport events were held on
public roads (until 1925) or on sand.
The pre-war track was 800 yards
long. The track length was extended
in 1947 to a full half-mile (880
yards) and it remained basically
unchanged from then until its
closure in 1966. At that time, it was
run by the Lothian Car Club, who
then sought out a new venue and
opened Doune as a hill climb track in
1968.
In 2007, the owners of the old Bo'ness track decided to hold a reunion
of drivers and other enthusiasts from
those early days, and it was so
popular with them, and with
spectators and visitors, that it has
continued and grown every year
since.
The event is centred around the hill
climb racing, and will include a
variety of historic race cars, as well
as a number of other classic and
interesting cars. There will also be
static displays, bands, and possibly a
mini air show, since the annual RAF
event at Leuchars is no more.
Visit the Revival website at
http://www.bonesshillclimb.org.uk for
further details

Please get in touch with Andrew
Carrie at Andrew@acarrie.net
with details of accompanying
vehicle.

Have a nice day!

