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FROM YOUR EDITOR
We are still looking for a willing
volunteer to take over as Polar
News Editor, see below. A chance
to be the editor for next year's
100th edition!
Thanks this issue to Dick and Fiona
for articles and also to Claire and
Helen for photographs.

EDITOR WANTED!
It isn’t too onerous as Mike Davies
does the layout of the newsletter all you have to do is persuade,
cajole or bully people into writing
articles or sending you photos! I
have to say, most Polar members
have been willing and able to do
this.
Your other duty (should you decide
to accept the challenge) will be to
send out the Polar News when you
and Mike have got a ‘final copy’. All
(bar nine) are sent electronically so
it is very easy to do. The nine who
don’t ‘do email’ get printed copies
and you will get the Sporting Bears
photocopier to print them up from
a good master you have to print
from your computer. I have just
bought inks for it, so they should
last for a while.
I have some paper and some
envelopes left, but no stamps. You
can claim expenses from Derek
Nicholson, the Club’s Assistant
Treasurer. I have a list of emails
and the addresses of the nine for
posting, which I’ll also pass on.
You’ll also get sent the up-to-date
membership lists from Hilary
Cannon.
Helen Kirkness

days - but we were looking forward
to it nonetheless. We chose to
take the recently acquired Mazda
MX-5, aka Colin, to put some miles
on the clock and to see how he
handled over the country roads.
We arrived about 4 o'clock to find
that the other members of the
Edinburgh contingent - Tony and
Iris along with Brian and Helen were already settled in. We duly
signed on and were immediately
"encouraged" to enter the Name
the Car competition. This proved

NORTHERN GAMBOL
THREE
Gambol Three was the first of
Paul's events Mike and I were able
to attend - albeit for only 2 of the 3

Keep in Touch!

to be a very challenging test of
people's car recognition skills and
sometimes involved standing on
the furniture to get a better look at
each of the numerous model cars
housed in a glass fronted case. No
opportunity to cheat there then!
Meanwhile Paul was sitting in the
bar, needle in hand, stitching a
rubber mat to the Healey carpets
to cover up the areas which were
wearing through. Nothing to do
with heavy braking, of course.
Prior to the delicious evening buffet
we had the opportunity to meet up
with familiar faces, many of whom
had journeyed Northwards to
attend the 25th Birthday
celebrations, and to meet other
Bears for the first time. Within 24
hours some of these people would
be completely unrecognisable - but
more of that later!
The instructions for Saturday
morning were that the first car
would leave at 8.45 am and the last
had to be away no later than
9.15am so it was a fairly early start.
Heavy overnight rain began to clear
as Angela gave us our Route Book
for the day and I had the
embarrassment of not being able to
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find the button to press to set the
trip meter! Forty miles later we
were pulling up at Eggleston Hall
Gardens for our coffee stop and the
first of the cars - a TVR - required
some attention. Our main stop of
the day was at Beamish Museum
but before exploring the fascinating
and extensive site we set off in
search of water for Steve and Jane's
Toyota MR2 which had dumped the
contents of its radiator, conveniently
at the top of the hill on the way in
to our parking area. The RAC were
duly called and whilst the patrolman
went to pick up a replacement
(without cats and broomsticks)
along with several Goths and
Ghouls. We let the side down by
forgetting to pack the white face
powder. The bar staff also entered
into the spirit of the occasion and

Steve removed the old radiator and
the whole operation was
successfully completed within an
amazing 2 hours. Not bad for a
Saturday afternoon in the North
East! Our afternoon route took us
uphill and down dale and uphill
again to Hartside where cars and
their occupants enjoyed a well
deserved rest and refreshment
before a dash back to the hotel to
prepare ourselves for the night
ahead.

At the appointed hour the Ghosts
and Ghouls and all things Horrid
began to gather in the bar. As
always Paul sets the standard, this
year he was barely recognisable as
Zaphod Beeblebrox from The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy.
There were at least 4 Count
Draculas, a number of witches

everyone, whether they were
"normal" or "other worldly"
enjoyed the atmosphere. The
superb dinner was interspersed
with the auctioning of the
numerous items which Paul had
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persuaded local businesses to
donate. Just how some people
managed to get their winning
items into their vehicles to take
home remains a mystery!
The Sunday route proved to be a
major challenge for Paul as he only
found out a couple of weeks before
the event that the Windermere
Marathon was taking place on the
same day, on the same roads.
This required him to identify an
alternative route to avoid the many
road closures. Helen and Brian tell
us that the drive was a scenic one
which took the cars to Coniston
where the planned stop was at The
Bluebird Cafe for lunch and this
was followed by a trip on a Steam
Yacht Gondola for those able to
board it. The alternative was to
take in the Ruskin Museum which
houses the partially restored
remains of Donald Campbell's boat
and displays the history of the
Campbell dynasty and their speed
records.
The Rainbow Trust was the charity
to benefit from this year's event
which raised an amazing £2,250.
It was an excellent idea to have 2
of the charity reps spend the whole
of Saturday with us so they could
get a flavour of what a Sporting
Bears' Tour is all about. Paul
definitely puts the fun into fundraising and he tells me he's already
thinking ahead to next year's
event!
Fiona Davies
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THIRLESTANE DREAM
RIDES
The traditional pre-setting-up lunch
at the Lauderdale was attended
this year by a staggering number of
volunteers assembled from the
Bears and the MG club who had
decided to pool resources and help
us if we would help them. In the
absence of poor Kate who had
been ill all of the previous week, we
were very grateful to Mary at the
Lauderdale who responded to my
piecemeal requests for “one more
please” with total aplomb; the staff
on the day also coped admirably
with the increased numbers so a
big thank you to them all.
Several comments were received
from onlookers that they thought it
made more visual impact this way
anyway, so we may dispense with
the small gazebo in future years.
The whole thing, including the MG
Club’s cathedral-like new gazebo
frame, were completed to a high
level since no bad weather was
expected.
Sunday started out very misty and

We then made our way to the
castle to set up for our 11th
appearance at the Borders Vintage
Automobile Club's Motoring
Extravaganza. The weather was
great, and we set to with
enthusiasm, only to be greeted
with the surprising news that the
space for our marquees had been
reduced considerably, as the castle
wished to have an outdoor section
of the café. Nothing daunted, after
twirling the big marquee around
quite chilly, and on the trip back to
several times (not as easy as it
Thirlestane we were wondering
whether the promised fine weather
would materialize. We needn’t
have worried; the mist cleared, the
clouds disappeared and we had the
best weather for the whole day
that we could remember. The
whole setting looked splendid, the
crowds came out, and we were in

sounds) to see how it looked, and
after some thought, we hit upon
the only reasonable solution, which
was to have the big and middle
marquees as one large space
containing booking, driver
refreshments and charity spaces.

See You Soon!

business. A couple of days
previously we had had the
disappointing news that neither of
James McChlery’s Lamborghinis
would be available, but we had a
good mix of interesting cars, and
our chairman Lisa had promised to
come with Bob and the Bentley
Continental GT, so we had a full
garage.
The long distance medal for drivers
goes once again to Keith and Ann
Borkett, who we were very pleased
to see, and we were also delighted
to have Steve Chant as garage
boss, and his wife Jane who, with
Ann, once again helped out in the
driver refreshment role.
As well as Lisa’s Bentley, first-time
cars and drivers in the garage were
Mark Wynn’s TVR Tuscan, Harry
Lawrie’s Mercedes SL 500,
Christopher Cooney’s Panther
Kallista, and Jeff Ferris’s Marcos
Mantara. Other first-time cars with
regular drivers were Mark McKail’s
very quick Lotus Exige, and Richard
Webber’s Porsche Cayman S, the
Lancia not being available.
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WHAT'S
NEXT
3 July Corbridge Classic. Contact
Bob Selby email
cobragpt290s@blueyonder.co.uk
16 July Classics in the City of
Edinburgh. Helpers wanted.
Contact Sid Palmer email
Sid@sidpalmer.co.uk
5-7 August Ignition Festival
Dream Rides, Glasgow SECC.
Contact Max Walker email

front of the public in the “show
ring”, with in-the-ring commentary
from BVAC; Fiona had previously
given a fine talk over the PA
promoting the Dream Rides, ably
followed by CHAS charity
representative Laura Foreman,
describing who it was all for.
We managed to send out some 90
rides, which was somewhat less
than last year but still a creditable
result. Top draw was Mark
McKail’s Exige, closely followed by
Mike’s Dino and James’ Nissan
GTR.
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13-14 August Historic Wheels
Brodie Castle. (Individual entries)
Contact Dick Nortcliffe email
Polars@sportingbears.co.uk
14 August Raby Castle Dream
Rides. Contact Tony Beverley
email tonybev52@googlemail.com
15 August Teesside Children's
Dream Rides. Contact Tony
Beverley email
tonybev52@googlemail.com
21 August Royal Deeside Speed
Festival. Contact Dick Nortcliffe
email Polars@sportingbears.co.uk
28 August Bears' Lunch at the
Collingwood Arms. Contact Dick
Nortcliffe email
Polars@sportingbears.co.uk
4 September Bo'ness Hill Climb
and Classic Show. Contact Pat
Nortcliffe email
Polars@sportingbears.co.uk

A special thank-you is due to
Graham Chappell who came along
despite not having a drive this
year, and for his generous
donation of 2000 booking cards to
his own excellent design.
The Dream Rides event raised a
total of £2,495, the rides total
being topped up by public
donations, selling badges, and the
raffle for Big Bear. The total will
go to the Children’s Hospice
Association Scotland represented
by Laura and her boyfriend Nick,
who thoroughly enjoyed their day
and their rides, although Laura
seemed to have some trouble
dressing in the passenger seat of a
Westfield.

Welcome to all of you and hope to
see you again.
As usual, several cars paraded in

We had a number of Polars visit the
stand including Tony Woods, Bill
and Karen Niven and Helen and
Brian Kirkness, who were attending
with the Edinburgh MG Club.

Have a nice day!

A very big thanks to all the drivers
and all the Polars, who worked so
hard before and on the day to
make it a success, and enjoyable
for everyone. Pat and I definitely
couldn’t have done it without you.
I have no embarrassment
whatsoever in including some text
from an Email from Lisa Binfield,
since I think it’s deserved by us all:
“What an amazing event, so well
run, totally relaxed and thoroughly
enjoyable so a massive thank you
to you all for a tremendous job.
Bob and I have expressed many
times over the last few days how
much we enjoyed the event and we
would love to consider coming next
year.”
Dick Nortcliffe

Contact Information
The Polar News Editor's position is
currently vacant. Please send any
copy/photos to Mike 01313361691
email: ysy705@aol.com
or Dick
Polar Representative
Dick ☎ 01358 723845

Dick Nortcliffe SBMC
Knaps Croft
Crawhead
Ellon AB41 8HB
email:
Polars@sportingbears.co.uk

