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Editor’s Edicts
Well I hope this edition is
worth the wait (or weight),
as I’m pretty sure it’s the
biggest issue yet - it least
it should keep you reading
for a while. There has
been a glut of reports with
everyone trying to clear
their desks I think, and it
all landing on mine.
One of the nice things
about putting this issue
together is the anticipation
of activities for the year
ahead, and you’ll see from
the events diary that it is a
packed year that we
have, starting with the first
event in January - and I’m
sure that there will be
more events added over
the coming few weeks too.
Take a look at what’s
planned and sign yourself
up. We also have another
Gambol up in the Cumbria
area, and I’m sure some
may have alr eady
booked - if you haven’t,
Paul’s ad is on Page 11, it
really is a good weekend
socialising and raising a
little bit of money too.
In this edition of the magazine we have reports (and
pictur es ) f r om two
‘Birthday Bashes’ that
were held to celebrate our
25th birthday - the week-

end up in Scotland organized by Fiona and her
team, plus a birthday ball
that Baz and his team organised.
Max tells us
about his antics with Chris
Evans at CarFest South,
and has even managed to
top last year’s feats with a
second London trip, plus
also a Dream Flight for
charity families from Luton
Airport.
Fantastic stuff
Max, and we’re all waiting to see what you’ll
come up with this year don’t forget the challenge
of trying to get Putin
showing some children
around the Kremlin.
Our main cover photograph this time is from
Clive’s Miles for Smiles
event on the Isle of Wight,
which sounds as if it was
very successful, as was the
Garlic Festival held there
earlier in the year. Clive,
- beware, but you may be
getting a few more visitors
this year.
The smaller
cover photograph is from
the Dream Flight event at
Luton
Elsewhere in the magazine, Trudi Bubb tells us
about the extraordinary
end of the year that she is
planning as a crew mem-

ber in The Clipper Round
The World Yacht Race.
This will be a tremendous
achievement, and Trudi
being Trudi, is doing it for
a local children’s charity.
She is looking for sponsorship, so please help out if
you can - see Page 40.
Finally, I have written previously about trying to get
together a letters page,
and I was extremely excited to actually receive
some letters (I know, sad
isn’t it). You will see these
on Page 43, and before
anyone says anything, no,
I did not make them up.
Seriously though, it would
be good to have a letters
page so if you have anything interesting, or humorous to say, or merely want
to get something off your
chest, then just write in and
we’ll see how it goes.
That’s it for now, and I
look forward to seeing
you again at some of our
events this year.

IN THIS EDITION
OF THE
MAGAZINE WE
HAVE REPORTS
(AND PICTURES)
FROM TWO
‘BIRTHDAY
BASHES’ THAT
WERE HELD TO
CELEBRATE OUR
25TH BIRTHDAY

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Spring 2015

Articles submitted by end February 2015

Magazine delivery early April 2015

Summer 2015

Articles submitted by end May 2015

magazine delivery early July 2015
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter
I hope you have all had a
very Happy Christmas and
are set to enjoy a prosperous New Year.
I have, at last, been able to
get to a couple of Sporting
Bears events, and what
crackers they were.
First of all I want to give a
great thank you to Fiona
Davies, Mike and all of the
Polar Bears who gave us
such a warm welcome and
who put on a fantastic weekend of celebrations. The
Cardrona looked after us
well and we had a whole
suite of rooms to ourselves –
I think the Coniston Hotel,
where we had our 21st Birthday Bash, had warned them
to keep this rowdy bunch
away from the rest of the
guests! Most of the highlights came, as you would
expect, on the Saturday
night.
I am sure that there will be a
full report elsewhere in this
august publication but I’m not
sure that any words can do
justice to John Bennyworth’s
contribution. There was no
dress code for the evening
so there was a full range
from jeans to dinner suits,
with me looking like a dodgy
used car salesman with my
light coloured suit and silver
tie. John looked resplendent
in his dinner suit and black
bow tie when he asked if he
could say a few words before the Ceilidh Band got
going. He stepped up to the
microphone and recounted
his Scottish heritage before
launching into a striptease!
(Thankfully I was forewarned
and had adjusted my alcohol
intake accordingly.)
Yes
John stripped off completely
– right down to his full
Noddy outfit which he had
been wearing under the
posh stuff. No need for any
blushes, just another memo-
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rable moment in Bears’ history. Pictures are available
on the website and are
rated as a “U” by the Bears
Board of Censors.
The Ceilidh Band was excellent and did not miss a beat
all night. At the end of the
evening they did say that
they hadn’t enjoyed themselves so much as they had
this time, watching the hopeless efforts of us southerners
tripping over ourselves and
each other, turning left when
we should have gone right
and generally massacring a
Scottish Reel when we should
have been doing the Gay
Gordons. And all this despite the valiant efforts of
some expert Polars doing
their best to lead us round.
Next it was up to Birmingham for the annual pilgrimage to the NEC for the Classic and Sports Car Show.
The journey took us a bit
longer than usual thanks to
our Jaguar letting us down.
The arrangement is that
Caroline and I pick up the
van with the equipment en
route so we have to take two
cars. The MG was fine but a
stupid tiny little plastic tube
coming out of the header
tank on the Jag’s cooling
system decided to split. The
AA sorted us out and, after
leaving home at 8.45, we
eventually arrived at the
NEC at 4pm. Of course, no
one could set up the stand
until we got there. We were
so popular. A stupid little
plastic tube…
I am glad to say, though,
that from there onwards the
show was a huge success.
Everything seemed quieter
than the previous year but,
maybe, that is just down to
the improved loading and
unloading system that we
have been able to operate
recently. The general feel-

ing was that we would be
lucky to equal the 2013 total of £41,000 but, in the
end, we smashed it. The
rides did very well but there
were several other moneyraising schemes afoot - the
raffle for Acorns, £2 charge
for people to come onto the
stand to photograph the
McLaren P1, the Dream Ride
photos, regalia, the ever
popular re-homing of bears
and the buckets for donations - along with other forms
of legalised and friendly
mugging.
Thank you once again to
everybody who contributed
towards the success of the
show, especially to Andrew,
Kim and Steve who make it
all possible.
The Henry Weitzmann Trophy for the unsung hero of
the year has been voted on
by the committee and a winner, by a huge margin, has
been chosen. The winner
was not at the NEC this year
so arrangements will be
made to present the award
as soon as possible.
The
recipient is still unaware so
all will be revealed in the
next edition.
As the year comes to a close
now is the ideal time to take
the plunge and start planning an event in your area
for 2015. It doesn’t need to
be a big money making
event (but it could be if you
have an idea or skills in that
line), there are plenty of
those on the calendar; it
doesn’t even have to involve
cars - remember the walking
treasure hunt a few years
ago? Small events can be
simple and straightforward
to organise and all the help
you need is available from
Dave Peat, the events coordinator, or from your area
organiser.
People keep
asking me why there aren’t

AS THE YEAR COMES TO A
CLOSE NOW IS THE IDEAL
TIME TO TAKE THE PLUNGE
AND START PLANNING AN
EVENT IN YOUR AREA FOR
2015. IT DOESN’T NEED
TO BE A BIG MONEY
MAKING EVENT (BUT IT
COULD BE IF YOU HAVE
AN IDEA OR SKILLS IN
THAT LINE), THERE ARE
PLENTY OF THOSE ON THE
CALENDAR; IT DOESN’T
EVEN HAVE TO INVOLVE
CARS - REMEMBER THE
WALKING TREASURE HUNT
A FEW YEARS AGO?

more social events. The answer is simple, it is because
the members aren’t putting
them on, although the regions
do seem to have quite a few.
It’s your Club; help shape it to
fit everybody.
I’m looking forward to rounding off my Sporting Bears
year with the Cambridgeshire
Christmas Dinner and I hope
to see as many of you as possible throughout a busy 2015.

Mike McSean
chairman@sportingbears.co.uk

Cheshire Classic Cars is one of the leading classic car specialists in the UK, with a worldwide
customer base. We provide sales, service and restoration of classic prestige, competition
and high performance cars from our premises near Chester..

We are delighted to have been closely associated with Sporting Bears in recent years, and
will continue to provide whatever support we can to your activities in the future.

BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
Each year the number of new members
peaks in November, as illustrated by the
figures for 2013.
The impact of the Dream Rides event at
the Classic Car Show (NEC)
is enormous, and new members often cite seeing ‘the
Bears in action’ as the reason
for them joining.
2014 is no exception and
we are delighted to welcome 50 members since the
Autumn Issue of Bear Facts
went to press.
This latest influx of members
has taken the total to over
700 - and that does not take
into account the joint and
family memberships, which

THIS LATEST
INFLUX OF
MEMBERS HAS
TAKEN THE TOTAL
TO OVER 700 -

are counted as one.
Hilary
membership@sportingbears.co.uk

AND THAT DOES
NOT TAKE INTO

New members since the last issue of Bear Facts are:

ACCOUNT THE
Jonathan Farrow

High Halstow, Kent

Andi & Deni Rudgley

Buckfastleigh, Devon

Alan Hamilton

Crowborough, East Sussex

Michael Watson & Jude Lewis

Rearsby, Leics.

Dave, Lynn & Lucy Gregory

Sherborne, Dorset

Colin Connolly

Oxford

WHICH ARE

Mike & Gill Wilmott

Sandy, Bedfordshire

Andrzej Garmada

Wolverhampton

COUNTED AS ONE.

Robin Dyer

Stanwick, Northants.

John Rutter

Chester-le-Street

Allan Page

Eastleigh, Hampshire

Neil & Anne MacDonald

Paignton, Devon

Angus & Carmen MacDougall

Long Buckby, Northants.

Chris Anderson

Thornton, Lancashire

Chris & Lisa Gleave

Denton Northants.

Martin Ashmore

Richard Davis

Crawley, W. Sussex

Don Price

Steven Murray

Milton Keynes

Graham Craig

Karen Adams

Worthing, W. Sussex

Jonathan Ellis

Burntwood, Staffs.

Jeremy Davies

London

Laurence Hogarth

Hexham, Northumberland

Bob Ellis

Tipton, W. Midlands

Eric Ritchie

Carlisle, Cumbria

Andrew Coates

Sheffield, S. Yorkshire

Nikul Odedra

Northampton

Russell & Natasha Durn

Banbury, Oxfordshire

Andrew Washford

Norwich, Norfolk

Jeff Keane

Newport, Isle of Wight

Bob & Sandra Binion

Romford, Essex

Colin Gray

Basingstoke, Hampshire

John & Eileen Ridgway

Aylesbury, Bucks

Keith Townsend, Jacki Stevenson &
Alastair Boyle

Stourbridge, W. Midlands

Anthea & David Rothschild

Shaftesbury, Dorset

Tom Scott

Horley, Surrey

Ian Hildreth

York

Peter & Alex Graham

Newbury, Berkshire

Darren & Amanda Smee

Saltash, Cornwall

Marc Payne

Great Sampford, Essex

Jeff & Joanna Sears

Maidenhead, Berkshire

William Kirkham

Chichester, Hampshire

Nigel & Nicola Murgatroyd

Ryde, Isle of Wight

Phillip Day

Rochester, Kent

Clive & Joanna Westmacott

Newport, Isle of Wight

Graham Smith

Malvern, Worcestershire
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire

Gary Kennedy-Gibbs & Melissa Burt

Verwood, Dorset
Meppershall, Bedfordshire

JOINT AND FAMILY
MEMBERSHIPS,

David & Gina Barrington-Bullock
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Patricia & David Dawson

Washington, Tyne &
Wear
Whitley Bay, Tyne &
Wear
Hexham, Northumberland

WINTER 2014/2015
Charity Secretary’s Report
A number of new charities have joined
the ranks of all those supported by the
Club. In recent months Alan Moss has
nominated

Based in Derby the charity is run by
Maria Hanson who created “me & dee”
as a registered charity in 2006 and describes the founding of the charity:
“As a disabled woman, I know only too
well how treats can become the bottom
of a priority list. My very close cousin
Delia and I often spoke about this, and
how we would like to set up our own
charity providing low cost holidays for
when time is short and precious, conscious
of the magical memory making experience this could be in creating special moments.
Sadly, Delia lost her battle with cancer in
2005 before we could achieve our
dreams together. I carry her and our
dream in my heart, and several years on
“me & dee” is creating over 200 special
moments a year for children and their
families, and in addition is supporting
oncology wards in hospitals and in hospices with nominations.”
John Redshaw put forward
caring matters now

UK charity for those affected with Congenital Melanocytic Neavi



Congenital = present at birth
Melanocytic = to do with melanocytes. Melanocytes are cells in everyone’s skin and hair that produce the
pigment melanin. This is what gives us
our hair and skin colour. The cells in a
CMN look most like melanocytes and
they produce pigment, so they are
called melanocytic.



Naevus = birthmark (the plural is
naevi).

The caring matters now support group
was initially set up in 1998 by Jodi
Unsworth, at the time a 17 year old patient at Great Ormond Street Hospital
with extensive CMN. Jodi was born with
CMN covering 80% of her body and
understood the physical and emotional
strains associated with the condition firsthand. Jodi and her parents provided
support to those similarly affected by the
condition.
Today, the CMN support
group has over 300 families registered
and 11 UK regional support contacts in
operation.
Regional support contacts are carefully
selected to provide dedicated personal
support. They are all in some way affected by CMN, so have the personal
experience and knowledge to best advise or guide.
Regional Support Contacts:
 Provide a listening ear by telephone,
email or face to face contact
 Provide information in the form of
booklets, leaflets etc
 Support in fundraising efforts
 Connect sufferers with other local
families to you, who are affected by
CMN or NCM
 The CMN support group hold support
days across the UK throughout the
year. The aims of the support days
are to:
 Give one-to-one support to those affected by CMN and their families
 Give medical advice to those affected
by CMN
 Give an opportunity for CMN members to meet and develop friendships
They also provide on-line teenage forums
& a mini teens’ forum.
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OUR FINAL
CHARITY
CHOSEN WAS
IN FACT THE
FIRST! NOW
THAT MIGHT
SOUND LIKE
DOUBLE DUTCH
…...

BEAR FACTS
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)

Rosy (Respite nursing for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters)
was a self-referral. It is a charitable support group operating under the umbrella of the Oxfordshire Primary
Care Trust Charity that is dedicated to the provision of
additional respite care to Oxfordshire’s sick youngsters
who are nursed at their own homes.
It raises awareness of the need for respite nursing and
funds to boost the extremely limited resources of Oxfordshire's Children's Respite Nursing Team. The team offers
respite nursing to terminally, acutely, or chronically ill
children and babies in their homes.
Brian Chidwick nominated

Bedford & District Handicapped Riders Association
In Willington, Bedfordshire, the history of the BDHRA is a
fascinating one, inextricably linked to the lives of two
indomitable ladies Miriam Godber and Jean Bedford.
As a child some 60 years ago, Jean Bedford, now a Trustee was seriously injured in a road traffic accident which
left her unable to walk and in a wheelchair. A local
lady, Miriam Godber, who loved riding, had the inspiring
idea that if the child rode regularly, the movement of the
horse would work its magic on the depleted muscles and
the leg would grow stronger. This is indeed what happened.
Today they meet on Wednesdays and Thursday evenings
and currently provide over a hundred mentally and
physically handicapped children and adults to improve
the quality of their lives. They have recently also added
special days for young adults and children with Cerebral
Palsy.

Not to be confused with the recently re-named “Jigsaw
Children’s Hospice” in Cumbria, Jigsaw was nominated
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by Koala Bear Trudi Bubb.
The Jigsaw Trust’s aim is to improve the lives of children
affected by autism through the provision of high quality,
accessible, educational, vocational and well-being services.
The Jigsaw Trust is a registered charity that was established in 1999 by a group of parents of children diagnosed with autism. In the same year it raised enough
funds to set up the Jigsaw CABAS® School, opening its
doors to six children. Today the school educates 46 pupils, aged 4 to 19 years, and has provision for up to 60
pupils.
The Trust actively fundraises to support the growth and
development of the school by providing classroom resources, playground facilities and IT equipment. It also
fundraises for special projects. Recent initiatives have
resulted in the provision of a dedicated Food Technology
Room, Sensory Room, Soft Play Room, Art Room and a
Daily Living Skills area.
Thank you letters are generally too numerous to mention
but are always printed in the magazine. We have, however, recently received two individual donations, one
from Shirley Hennessey who donated £100 to Claire
House. Alan and Anne Knox learnt of our exploits from
Simon Parish who spoke enthusiastically about our charitable works which prompted them to send a donation of
£200 for SACHD.
Moving on to the NEC for this year we supported five
charities; some were old favourites like Naomi House &
Jacks Place and James Rennie School.
Although it was too far for the children to come, Charlotte Otter and David James from Naomi House & Jacks
Place helped to raise the charity’s profile and to help the
Bears at the Classic Car Show.
James Rennie School’s latest fundraising project is to

WINTER 2014/2015
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
build a Soft play and sensory studio space appropriate
for all ages. This will be available to families and the
wider community out of school hours.
Katie West from the Birmingham Children’s Hospital was
a very keen supporter of the event and joined us at the
NEC to raise awareness of their work; she also played
an active role in selling raffle tickets for a “Dream Ride”
in one of Paul Bailey’s fabulous cars at Silverstone next
year. All the raffle money will be donated to Acorns Children’s Hospice.
Joanne Danaher from Acorns Children’s Hospice spent all
of the weekend with us. After the event she contacted
me to say: “Thank you so much for looking after me over
the weekend, I feel very privileged to have been part
(albeit a small one) at your event. Everyone’s support for
Acorns Children's Hospice has been fantastic & I sincerely
hope we get to work together again.”
Erb’s Palsy ran a competition for tickets to attend the

members for fundraising so these chances mean a huge
amount to us - I know every charity says that, but £500
is a LOT of money for our group and would pay for an
activity at a future fun day for the children so we really
do appreciate it. And I VERY much hope to be able to
invite Sporting Bears to more of our Fun Days - the kids
and their parents thought it was the BEST ever activity !”
Our final charity chosen was in fact the first! Now that
might sound like double Dutch (yes, it does - Ed), but as
this year was our 21st anniversary of putting on “Dream
Rides” at the NEC in Birmingham, we thought it would be
nice to invite back the very first charity that was supported by “Dream Rides”. In 1994 the Bears presented
“Dream Rides” for the first time at the BBC Top Gear
Classic and Sportscar Show in May. That year we donated £500 to Derby Kids Camp. Chris Edwards the
Chairman of Derby Kids' Camp wrote to me after the
Show this year to say: “Thank you for such a wonderful
weekend, for making us feel so very welcome and for all
your fantastic support for Derby Kids' Camp and all the
children's charities who will benefit from your efforts.
We had a great day today (Ethan can't wait to show his
friends all the pictures!) and I know that Cat also had an
equally enjoyable day yesterday. Please pass on my
thanks to everyone involved with Sporting Bears for their
wonderful support.”
The last word however goes to our wonderful drivers who
gave these children, their families and the supporters of
the charities rides in their cars. They were particularly
moved by the stories they heard and told me afterwards
that those rides in particular had made the weekend so
absolutely worthwhile.

Classic Car Show as our guests. A number of the children
they support and their families attended the Show. The
children (and Dads!) were so excited by the “Dream
Rides” that our drivers gave them, that words simply
failed them, but the excitement was evident!

Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary

The Koalas have held a much smaller event for the charity before the NEC and Karen Hillyer from Erb’s Palsy
wrote afterwards to say:
“We would like to thank you all so much for the wonderful opportunity we had in having Dream Rides attend our
event and especially for the chance to share in your fund
raising efforts - we are such a small group relying on our
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BEAR FACTS

An invitation to all Sporting Bears…

PACE Visitors Mornings
PACE is a registered charity working with children with cerebral palsy, and with their families. They currently serve 100 or so
young people up to the age of 18 coming from Buckinghamshire, the surrounding counties, and increasingly from London
boroughs too, offering a broad and dynamic range of intensive therapy and support services that help our children build
skills, confidence and independence.
They would like us to join them to see for ourselves how they are transforming the lives of kids with cerebral palsy and other
motor disorders.
The dates and times are as follows:
Weds 21st Jan – 10:30am-1pm
Tuesday 24th Feb – 10:30am-1pm
Weds 25th March – 10:30am-1pm
Please contact Mark on 01296 616976 or by e-mail mark.clay@thepacecentre.org
We’d love to welcome you!
Mark Clay, Head of Fundraising
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THE NORTHERN GAMBOL TOO
Friday 15th to Sunday 17th May 2015
Attention all you Bears
Please be advised that for inexplicable reasons that defy all logic and common sense, we are once again planning to
hold another Spring Touring Event over the course of the above weekend.
We will be adopting a similar format to previous years (both Capers and Gambols), with driving tours organised over
the two days incorporating lunch, tea and coffee stops plus dinner on the Friday and Saturday nights all included in the
package. Routes have yet to be finalised, but will incorporate the usual mix of country lanes, open moorland roads and
quiet villages, all peppered with a few interesting stops for refreshments, local scenery and possibly a little retail therapy
for the ladies. Saturday will be the fuller day with a route over some of our finest fell top roads. We’ll have a shorter
run on Sunday when we will be heading westwards with a visit to the Lakeland Motor Museum, where we have our
own designated parking area. Continuing our nautical theme of the past two years - a sail up the Lake is planned after
the museum visit. Transport from the museum to the Lake Steamer will be provided by the Lakeside and Haverthwaite Steam Railway and the return journey, to unite you with your car back at the Museum, will once again be
aboard one of Cumbria Classic Coaches splendid classic buses.
There will be a fund-raising element to the weekend as per the last two years, with 10% of all our food and accommodation sales donated to charity. Again, as in the last two years, we will have a theme to our Saturday evening (yet to
be decided) and incorporating a little bit of gentle fund raising.
Accommodation (not included in the package price) can be for either two or three nights depending on whether you
want to depart immediately after the Sundays tour or stay on an extra night and take a leisurely drive back on the
Monday morning. Accommodation is once again available at the Fat Lamb with overflow down in the village at the
Kings Head (and Stouphillgate B&B for the regulars who like to stay down there). UNLIKE in previous years I have
been unable to provisionally book the Kings Head accommodation as last year we were unable to fill all their rooms.
Their accommodation is therefore SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, and it is important therefore to register your interest as
soon as possible to secure a room. The Fat Lamb’s rooms will be allocated on a first come first served basis followed by
the Kings Head.
Total price for the package, excluding accommodation, is £220.00 per couple - this includes dinner on the two nights, all
coffee, tea, lunch stops etc, plus other ancillaries associated with the trips. Interested parties please contact me at The
Fat Lamb, Ravenstonedale, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria. CA17 4LL, or call on 015396 23242, or send me an e-mail to enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk. Let us know how many nights you wish to book for and we will forward the appropriate entry
form.

Happy driving
Paul Bonsall (Grizzly Bear)
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BEAR FACTS
Sporting Bears Dream Flight - Max Walker
Sporting Bears Dream Flight - Saturday 18th October.
Please check in for the flight of your
life in a private jet!
This was the invitation sent out to 9
families of various charities we support. Both Huw Page and Mike
Gardner found out what it is like for
Caroline as charities secretary,
dealing with the charities can be
exciting, rewarding, but sometimes
frustrating too.
So charities contacted, day planned,
how did we get here - very, very
simple. Mr Simon (support vehicle
flight guru) Parish made a PR girl
cry. Back in the early part of the
year, Simon mentioned he is talking
to a Private Jet company who
have agreed to meet with him
and talk about donating one
of their jets. So meeting held,
video form London Parliament
run viewed, tears in PR ladies
eyes, plane idea germinated.
Forward to May and Simon
asks if I can join him to meet
the team at London Executive
Aviation, to discuss what, who,
when & where. Meeting, result
- 13 seats to fly for an hour on
Saturday 18th October is the
plan……..and all we need is LEA to
ground the plane just for us.
Now to add more magic to the day,
start with Luton Hoo Hotel, formal
gardens, designed by Capability
Brown, stretching over 1,000 acres
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of glorious parkland, meadows,
woodlands, lakes, rivers and nature
trails. Simon works his magic and
the team stop over the night before,
after collecting our cars from
Crewe, so we have Simon & Jo Parish, Bentley Lisa and Lisa Bentley,
Will Smith (famous for mud splashes
on his Murcie at CPoP not Holywood
blockbusters), Griff and myself.
We are delighted to have the use
of this hotel to meet and greet all
the families on the start of this special exciting day. Their famous
cookies, VIP minibus for the parents
and team, 5 Bentleys for the children and Police escort, of course.
Police escort - this is a day for VIP
children with the Bears.

Well, names checked in when we
spring 2 surprises, the first is who
out of all the parents get to fly too,
then telling Griff he will get the best
pictures from inside the cabin, when
its up in the air. Paul is chuffed but
we are delighted we can say thank
you for his years of work creating
the DVDs and pictures archive for
all the events he attends.
Out onto the tarmac then, red
carpet awaits with captain and
crew.
11:30 - TAKE OFF!!!!!

All ready, let’s go check in!!
Convoy in style to the Signature VIP
hub at Luton Airport, where we have
our own rooms set for refreshments,
pre and post flight, all laid out for
our party.

Up, up and away, for an hour,
Paul is the biggest kid on the
flight, allowed on the flight
deck too, the kids soon find the
chocolate and in flight snacks
and enjoy the spacious seating.
Leigh form LEA joins the families to share their excitement and
see why he has written off thousands in landing fees and aviation
fuel - no matter how expensive your
fuel is at the pumps it is nothing to
the costs to fly these jets.
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Sporting Bears Dream Flight (cont’d)
again to Luton Hoo,
the hotel, golf and
spa guests must have
asked who we were,
blue lights through the
picturesque driveway.
Parking in the courtyard again the police
and team posed for
more pictures and
smiles.
On landing lunch is served, all party
food, chicken dippers and sausage
rolls, with pizza slices and crisps,
followed by cakes and more cake
and then a special surprise, Jack is
actually 18 today “Happy Birthday

Simon Parish, take a
bow, that was an amazing day,
please make a PR girl cry again
next year.
As always these very special days
are not possible without the support
of:
London Executive Aircraft
For signing off a plane for the day,
flight time, flight crew, fuel, take off
& landing fees and also to the crew,
who donated their wages from the
day to the fund for Jacks mobility
scooter.

to you” it was great after knowing
all his conditions and treatments that
we were able to make his 18th special. I even walked past Angelina
Jolie, who had just landed, sorry the
Police escort is for the children!

Bedfordshire Police
Car and bikes to escort the only
way Bears know now.
Bentley Motors UK
Cars at short notice and the support
of Lisa Coops, keeping tissues ready
for the tears.
All the Bears, adding a fifth car
(thanks Lisa B), driving, helping, filming, form filling and smiling.
Finally did I mention Mr Parish, for
putting together a day that those 9
families will treasure, I hope to have
another chat when you
say……”Max, I might have secured
us a private jet” go make the PR
girls cry as we were tearful watching that day - thank you Simon.
Max

Signature Flight Support
Allowing full use for the VIP hub,
catering, minibuses, helping team.
Luton Hoo Hotel
Reception room, ace cookies and
courtyard.

All done and time to return, in style
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BEAR FACTS
Charity Thank You Letters
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Charity Thank You Letters

Page 15

BEAR FACTS
Koala Bears Report - Huw & Trudi
The Koala’s event diary has been
busier this year than previously and
heading into September this was still
the case with the Concorde Classics,
the CAE Open day and the Erbs
Palsey Family day at the end of
October.

the front car park. We were delighted to welcome some members
who had either not been
involved with Dream Rides
before or who may have
only been involved occasionally during the year.
We had a great variation
The Concorde Classics this year was on the cars available for
blessed with good weather unlike rides as a result. With our
the very unpredictable weather of limit of 15 cars raring to go,
the previous year. It did, however, about an hour after starting
we were
suddenly
in a position where 2
cars had to withdraw for various
reasons and inevitably
they
were both cars
that attract a lot
of interest. Fortunately the remaining
cars
Photo: Phil Day
were still highly
appealing to the
visitors and a
fall on the same weekend as the successful day was had raising
Goodwood Revival - the knock on money for Naomi House and Jacks
effect was cars and people heading Place. It is great to see visitors from
off to the Revival rather than this last year coming back for more
show.
rides.
For an idea of what the event is all
For those not familiar with the Con- about, check out the show website
corde Jazz Club in Eastleigh where on www.concordeclassics.co.uk
the event is held, we are very lim- where they have photo of the whole
ited on space for our Dream Rides show and a video from the day.
cars, running out of a small part of
In the end it was a
fun packed day
with a great sum of
money raised for
Naomi House by
the Bears but even
with the Revival to
contend with and
lower numbers of
visitors it was a
new highest total
raised exceeding
Photo: Phil Day
£11000.
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This is a picture from the cheque
presentation in November, courtesy

of Rob Heard.
At the end of September we moved
onto the one of the new events for
us, it was the CAE Family Day. This
was very much an unknown for us as
the footfall was always likely to be
limited to families attending and we
had chosen the Golden Lions Children’s Trust as our charity of choice
for this event and some of their
team helped us out on the day with
marshalling. It was a fun, very
warm day and we managed to
raise some funds for the charity. At
the end of the day we were able to
swop Dream Rides in cars to a
Dream Ride in an Airbus A330 flight
simulator.
The Sporting Bears Team, photo
courtesy of Lynda Guy, GLCT.
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Koala Bears Report (cont’d)
Our final event of the year was to
join the Erbs Palsey trust for their
Family Day and AGM which was
held at the end of October in Burgess Hill. This was a new event for
us and was a great opportunity for
us to showcase what we do. As it
was the Family Day, each family
was given a ‘free’ ride voucher
enabling the child or family to enjoy
a ride out around Sussex but anyone else would have to donate.
We fitted in a lot of rides with the
great range of cars available and
also raised £530 for Erbs Palsey.
More importantly we made a great
impression with their families and
committee in how we operate and
also the added value we brought to
their event which is so rewarding for
us and the drivers.

November saw us
finally do the
cheque presentation
to Footsteps Foundation for the £810
raised at the Wallingford Car Rally
event back in May
at their base near
Wallingford. Joining us were Mick
and Maxine Berry
who have been
drivers at the event
since we started
doing Dream Rides
and Mark Brett,
chairman of the
organising committee.
Please contact us via our email address:koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk

and Trudi on 07946 431477
or Huw on 07941 575465
Huw and Trudi
The Koala Bears

CarFest South for Children in Need - Max Walker
You’ll already know that this is a
sell out event by Chris Evans, BBC
Radio 2 and Children in Need, with
Sporting Bears becoming an integral part of the fundraising and
FUN raising on site. We have our
Sporting Bears Seven on track, 30
cars on Dream Rides on the road,
and the BIG YELLOW truck as control centre. The Lamborghini Jota
from Cheshire Classic Cars is no
longer static, but I have managed
to increase the support they provide
to not only sponsor the truck to

South, but also provide a
driver to use the Jota as a
replacement for the poorly
McLaren on track.
Again I arrive early to site
on Thursday, closely followed by Mike in his truck
and we start to create the
Dream Rides area. Barriers
from Speedy Hire appear
and the garage is set. Graham arrives, smiling form his drive
down in the Elise and Ceri is loaded
with Rachel and team arriving
later. So start again to erect
the truck’s 26ft awning, opposite an array of paddock cars
unloading and testing. Not a
bad backdrop listening to historic race cars sound checking
their exhausts.
Early Bears arrivals sees
Thursday fully set up and

chasing power install, so Mike kicks
the genie into life and the kettle is
on. Camping close by, we have 2
rows of pitches reserved for the
Bears, well those Bears who are
under canvas, as the cuddly Bears
are in hotels and motorhome - just
for the record 2 Ferrari and 2 Lamborghini owners were in tents!
Friday is always easier, set up the
PA again, time to brief the drivers,
“lost property” code ready for the
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BEAR FACTS
CarFest South - (cont’d)
surprise rides, all ready this time,
the show opens at 12 and what was
about to happen that weekend was
astonishing.
First we were asked to provide a
couple of our cars to backdrop
Carol BBC morning weather, for live
broadcast, Jane & Spike’s Gulf
GTD40 & Wayne’s 430 add to the
other cars and Graham gets to chat
to Carol in the 430.
I start to create a crowd in the
Bears auction area, while Jake tirelessly promotes at the cool wall.
People are excited and buzzing,
when I glance Chris (no not Evans)
the Show Director and second only
to Mr Evans on site, catching my
eye. I roll down my banter and we
talk, immediately I explained as
their Auction Area was 50 yards
away I was stopping before they
started, he said don’t, I like what
you are doing - get your crowd
each morning and then send them
across to our auction warmed up.

30 minutes later I did just
that, allotted time, come
across to bid on rides with
Chris Evans, Nick Mason,
etc. A slight delay in the
official auctioneer arriving
and the crowd were starting to cool, so I stepped up
and chatted some more,
after all they were my
crowd! The main team arrived and I relinquished
what had been an awful
PA and megaphone over to
the professionals.
Later that day I was sum-
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moned to meet Chris (no still not
Evans) back stage at
7pm….EEEEKKKK??
So Friday rolls, the cars on track are
busy, Dream Rides is busy with
teamwork flowing the public through
booking and out in cars. The track
action is stunning and querky too,
thinking Jan & Steve’s VW bus was

trumped by the Little Tykes 70mph
road legal car and old friend of the
Bears, Ed China, driving his bathtub
and office.
So Friday done, everyone ready for
the evening while I am off to what
must be a telling off - I couldn’t be
more wrong. “Max, we love what
your team does, we want you to run
our auction” well of course I said
YES. We were given full running
on the auction stage for two auctions Saturday and one on Sunday.
Well, that went well!
Sat & Sun was busy, very busy, very
very busy, the team sprang into action to support my antics on stage,
as we went from auctioning rides
for Chris Evans, Nick Mason, Paul
Hollywood, James Martin and even
some chap called Mark Webber.
Whilst I had the stage and the audience, the auction rolled over to our
Dream Rides with a seat in the Lola
going for £650, but the best offer
had to be £50 for a yo-yo….. yes
£50 for a yo-yo!!! Any time a
Dream Ride car was not flowing the
driver simply brought it into range
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CarFest South - (cont’d)
stage, the whole team, we raised a
staggering £37k on Dream Rides
and added £22k for the star car
rides on track - I couldn’t believe it
when Jo told me. When Chris Evans

and we got it booked with 1, 2 or
even 3 rides immediately. We also
had paddock cars offering their
spare seats to be auctioned off, led
by Penny, who is a longstanding
Bear with her 27 litre monster. We
also had a Nissan GT1, Noble
M600 driven by the MD Peter,

entire team to take applause later
in the evening after having a beer
or two on him back stage, well it is
thirsty work raising thousands. Sunday night finished with the troupe
walking across stage to
huge applause from the
20,000 crowd and it was
another surreal moment
at CarFest with the Bears.
BIG thanks to everyone,
for making it a great success, getting the Bears
recognised later on Radio
2 again, and bringing
smiles to everyone over
the weekend.

heard he invited me
onto stage to announce to the evening
crowd how amazing
the teamwork has
been raising so much
at this one event.
He then invited the

1904 and 1908 Packard and Peugeot Type 63, as well as a group B
rally car. The big guns then stepping in offering rides on track in the
Army Warrior and Oshkosh HET - a
huge haulage unit that pulls trailers
with Challanger Tanks.
With Jake’s banter at the cool wall,
my dulcet tones on the auction
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SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk

Midlands Bears - Outline Programme of Events in 2015
Midlands Bears plan to continue on from 2014 with a range of events that combine opportunities for social
gatherings, for fundraising, for creating awareness of the ‘great things’ we do!
Our Outline Programme is shown below …….
There will be amendments and additions during the Year. Please refer to the Midlands Bears section of
the club website to see the events published as they are arranged and confirmed.

‘Welcome to 2015’ Lunch -

Sunday January 11th from
12.30pm at the ‘Rose & Crown’ Portway Worcestershire
B48 7JD (A435 by jct 3 M42) - Contact Kim or Ian.
‘Go-Karting Grand Prix’ - Saturday January 31st at
F1Karting, Avery Dell Industrial Estate, Lifford Lane,
Kings Norton B30 3DZ - Contact Clive.
Stratford upon Avon ‘Festival of Motoring’ - Sunday 3rd
&/or Monday 4th May with ‘Dream Rides’ in Stratford
upon Avon CV37 - Contact Kim or John.
Visit to the ‘Vulcan B2 XM655 Bomber Facility’ OpenDay - Saturday 9th May at Wellesbourne Airfield
CV35 9EU - Contact Lissa.
‘Drive-Out Day’ with Lunch - Sunday 5th July to the Shuttleworth Collection SG18 9EP - Contact Hugh.
Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic Nostalgia’ Weekend - Saturday
18th &/or Sunday 19th July at Shelsley Walsh WR6
6RP - Contact Ian.
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Coventry ‘Festival of Motoring’ - Saturday 29th &/or
Sunday 30th August with ‘Dream Rides’ at Stoneleigh
Park, Stoneleigh CV8 2LG - Contact Kim or Ian.
Ian
Kim
Clive
John
Lissa
Hugh

iansnelling@talktalk.net
i-camuk@hotmail.com
clive_hampson@yahoo.co.uk
johnredshaw@talktalk.net
lissasv650@msn.com
07733 018880

We look forward to seeing a good number of You joining Us during the Year!
Ian

WINTER 2014/2015

Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.
You can search via the Yahoo box at the top of the page.

ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.
Email picture(s) and a written report to
webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
SURFING BEARS REPORT - Baz Firth, MBE
‘voluntold’ by several Bears back in
May at the Supercar Siege after
party, to come up with a birthday
ball to help the club celebrate 25
years of fantastic fund and fun raising. After much deliberation (about
another three glasses of Shiraz in all
honesty) I accepted their challenge.
The venue was secured after building

Hello All,
By the time you are reading this I
hope you would have all enjoyed a
fantastic Xmas and a very happy
New Year. Looking back, 2014 was
an incredibly busy year for the Bears
and it already looks like 2015 will
be even busier. Over the last reporting period we were very busy
indeed and our help to others extended right up to the 14th of Dec
where several Bears took part in the
brilliant Teddy Bear Run, more on
that later.
With so many events on over the
latter part of 2014 I sadly don’t
have the space in the magazine to
expand on them so I thought it best
to concentrate on a few that stand
out. As some of you may know I was
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a really good relationship with the
Haynes Motor Museum and plans
went on to produce a wonderful evening of music,
dancing,
great
company
with
friends
old
and new all
helping
to
raise funds for
Barnardo’s.
The evening
was set in a
Sinatra ’Rat
Pack’ theme
which included
a first class big swing band and
with 107 guests the venue was
buzzing. From the Knight Rider
car and members cars on display at the entrance to the Curator’s tour and casino it was
such a privilege to host so many
members from all over the country.
A special privilege was to have
so many VIPs attend, Stuart
Turner the ex-Ford Motorsport

MD was our guest speaker and his
after dinner speech was brilliant, so
funny and entertaining it was clear
to see why he is a three time Benedictine After Dinner Speaker of the
Year award winner. Motoring legends Barrie ‘Whizzo’ Williams and
Barry Lee were on top form, being
close friends for many years, their
banter together was hilarious and they were great
fun. Barry led the auction
and through his humour and
engaging character he very
easily emptied the pockets
of those bidding. He was
simply fantastic fun and I
look forward to hosting him
at other events. It was a
rare treat for a lot of members to meet him as they
had grown up watching him
become a world champion
many times over. Just Google him to
read about the 29 world championships he has won across four differ-

ent disciplines - legendary.
Another very special treat was to be
able to host Bob Woodward OBE.
Founder of Clic and someone who I
aspire to be like, Bob has raised
over £100M for children with cancer.
A true gentleman and friend who has
written several times to express his
admiration for everything we do. A
true inspiration and after everything
he has done it was my pleasure to
host him and his son James and to
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SURFING BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
Tansy and Ant for
helping on the
night and for donating
pr izes
which brought in
over £600.
Jamie and Bev for
helping
secure
prizes.
Michelle Leney for
helping
secure
hear that they had a wonderful evening.
There was lots of dancing, fun and
conversation and the buzz throughout
the whole event was really special.
There were a couple of presentations
where Mark Preece’s night was complete after receiving his birthday
card and present from his childhood
hero Barry Lee, and a rapturous applause for Max Walker’s special
award which Bob very kindly presented.

For a first event it
was such a delight
to host so many all
and Sue Westbury
from Barnardo’s
was in tears at the
end of the night
when we totalled up
donations of over
£7400. She could
not thank the Bears
enough as she had
n e v e r

been at an event that had raised
so much money, I humbly told her
that “it’s what the Bears, do best
and it was our pleasure to be able
to help”. Of course such a brilliant
and successful evening doesn’t
happen by magic and there are
several Bears I need to thank;
Giles and Morag for help with the
accounting, hotel booking and
coach hire.

prizes.
For those that sadly couldn’t make
the evening, don’t worry as there are
plans for another one in 2015.
Another event of note was a tricky
one to manage purely down to the
extremely short notice, ie three days!
In my work for another group I had
enquired about helping in some way
at the Tower of London regards the
poppy display. With over 18,000
email requests a week I was delighted to get a reply that I could
have space for volunteers to help
build the display. With the obvious
time constraint to action this I went
out to my friends who, over everything over the last three years are
nearly all Bears now! A great reflection of the way that the Bears is
more than just a club and that members are also such great and close
friends, in truth an extended family.
All the volunteers had an amazing
day, hard work of course and emoPage 23
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SURFING BEARS REPORT - (cont’d)

tional for many, but a personal ‘full
circle’ moment was having the lovely
Janet McPherson come along to help.
For those that don’t know, it was
Janet that recruited me at NEC so it
was a real pleasure to see her there.
No need to report about the NEC as
a) it was brilliant again b) it was
brilliant again and c) oh yeah it was
brilliant again and will no doubt be
covered in depth. Of note though
was the generosity from Helen and
Wayne Parslow in allowing me to
drive their GTR. I always feel
slightly guilty doing Dream Rides in
my Dream Ride but with it being such
a popular car it really is a great
asset. The car was fully booked out
very early each day and it was a
pleasure to do so many Dream
Rides, I lost count in the end. A great
weekend for all the Bears and huge
thanks to all the marshals especially
Emily Moss who looked after me.
Rolling up into December saw us all
helping Clive Ford for his Isle of
Wight event, hopefully he will be
asked for a submission into Bear
Facts as this third iteration of the
event was the best one yet and I
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don’t want to steal his thunder.
Needless to say it was a huge privilege to be able to help; well-done
Sir, you and your team put together
a great event for those children.
The following day saw lots of Bears
at the now very popular Teddy Bear
Run. This is an event I have been

wanting to help with for the last two
years but it had always clashed with
the Isle of Wight one so I attended
to not only help but to see if there
was any appetite for us to help on
future events. Thankfully another
testament to the friendships formed
in the club, Jamie and Bev hosted us
on completion of the island event in
order that we could make an early
start on the Sunday morning.
Up bright and breezy it was good
fun following a Cobra through the
twisty and very icy roads at 07:30, I
haven’t driven that slowly with 4WD
for a long time and we safely arrived at the very impressive Lets
Race F1 simulator facility. We assembled with the other 75 cars and it
was great to see so many Bears from
across different regions there that
had either done the event before or
heard about it from their friends.
We were all given our sticker packs
and Teddy Bears and set off to
Chestnut Tree Hospice to deliver the
Bears to the children there. A rather
spectacular convoy on the way down
including my humble Impreza, Aston
Martins, Ferraris, lots of Porsches, a
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SURFING BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
gaggle of customised Mini’s (I think
that’s the collective term) to Ford
Prefects. Quite the eclectic mix which
made a special sight for the children
when we arrived. A very humbling
and emotional experience for all
that attended and it really does
make you think about never taking
anything in life for granted. The
parents, children and staff there are
so incredibly brave and I think it
would be fair to say that we all departed on our journey homes with a
pang of sadness but also genuine

gratitude that we were, in some
small way, able to make a difference for one day.
A fitting way to end the year as it’s
these kind of events that really reinforce the ‘why we do it’ and epitomises what the club is all about. I still
pinch myself that I am able to take
part and play a role in all that we
do and long may it continue.
Although 2015 already promises to
be a great year it is with great sadness that we will be saying goodbye
to our very dear friends Giles and

Morag Heimann as they are off to
pastures new. I would like to take
this opportunity to try and convey in
words how much they will be missed
by all that know them, you represent
everything that a Bear should aspire
to be like, gregarious, altruistic, humble and above all really good fun to
be around. Fair winds and following
seas from all of us. See you all at an
event or social across the year.
Baz

Charity Acknowledgement from Marfan

Sporting Bears has very kindly received two
mentions in the Marfan Trust’s internal communication newsletter. Ian kindly sent these through
to me. The first is here, and the second mention, specifically related to the day spent at
the Gaydon Motor Heritage Museum, is at the
bottom of page 28.
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BEAR FACTS
25th Birthday Celebration - Helen Kirkness
Fifty-two Sporting Bears from all
around the UK attended this excellent
event at the Macdonald Cardrona
Hotel, superbly organised by Fiona

and Mike. There was an even split between Polar Bears and more southerly
Bears and Paul ‘Grizzly Bear’ Bonsall
had offered a stop-over at the Fat
Lamb and organised a route up north.
The Friday was spent getting to the
Cardrona (25 minutes down the road
for us!) and arriving in time for the
delicious afternoon tea with sarnies,
scones and cream cakes. It was good
to have the whole Manderston Suite to
ourselves so there was a display of
what attractions might be visited over
the weekend and also of the Sporting
Bears' activities since the 21st Birthday
Bash. We've certainly continued to put
the “fun into fund raising” during the
last 4 years.
It was then time for a shower before
meeting up for the informal dinner the food and service was very good
on both nights I have to say. Mike
welcomed everyone and congratulated
Richard and Carol Snowdon who were
celebrating their 20th wedding anniversary.
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To keep us entertained Mike had done
two quizzes - one a silhouette of cartoon and real bears (our table won
that!) and the other based
on the word ‘Silver’ which
was mostly reasonably
easy but did have several
tricky and some very
tricky ones to sort the
wheat from the chaff! It
was all good fun and
packets of Pom Bears
were the prizes.
The weather meanwhile
had turned atrocious with
torrential rain and I think
a few of the Classics (especially 3 of
the Jaguars) got a bit wet on the inside! Luckily we were in the Min and
the only damage was a front indicator
filled with water. The rain continued on
into Saturday morning, but did clear
up in the afternoon. Saturday was a
day to please yourself - there was a
suggested run to Moffat and back via
some local attractions (and floods) or
you could explore Peebles itself or
travel farther afield to visit the Royal
Yacht Britannia, Roslin Chapel or the
Jim Clark Room. Some folk even managed to meet The Pandas at Edinburgh Zoo.
Fiona and Mike had spent some time
in the afternoon preparing the
Manderston Suite for the highlight of
the weekend with a selection of balloons, silver table decorations and
edible mini bears whilst on the stage,
where the ceilidh band would play,
were a group of bears following behind the centrepiece – a Vanwall
pedal car in Club colours bearing the
number 25. Remembering the arrangement at the 21st Birthday Bash

when Fiona had been invited to drive
her MGA up a ramp and into the dining room, she had pondered on the

feasibility of getting a car up to the
3rd floor but decided even a Microcar
wouldn't fit into the lift. She had then
attempted to buy a silver Mercedes
pedal car on Gumtree without success
so, with less than 2 weeks until the big
weekend, the only remaining solution
was to send Mike up into the loft to
find the Vanwall which had been
bought as a “restoration project”
more than 10 years previously, put in
the loft then forgotten about! There is
nothing like a bit of time pressure to
get Mike to do something Fiona has
set her mind on.....
The Saturday evening was the Gala
Dinner with everyone scrubbing up
well and sticking to the ‘Silver’ theme
as much as possible. There were some
amazing outfits and they won prizes -
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25th Birthday Celebration (cont’d)
Ann Cubbitt in her glorious silver wig,
John Walpole in his Union Jack ‘tails’,
Robert Daniel in his immaculate kilt
and ‘See You Jimmy’ hat. It has to be
said that at first glance both Ann and

Robert were unrecognisable! Last but
not least Jeff and MaryJane Ferris got
a prize for getting through the floods
in their Marcos and Jeff wearing an
outrageously OTT silver shirt from the
1980's!

The post-prandial entertainment
started with black-tied Dorset man
John Benneyworth strip-teasing into
Noddy! John revealed he had been

born in Edinburgh! Then the superb
and patient ceilidh band took over
and talked the Sassenachs through the
intricacies of Scottish Reels and a
good time was had by all. In the
weeks leading up to the event Dick
Nortcliffe had gone to refresher Scottish Country Dance Classes so he and
Pat were first on the floor demonstrat-

ing how it should be done! Carol
Howes got in touch afterwards to say
“One memorable event for me was
finding that Fiona had succeeded in
getting Bob up on the dance floor
when I had failed to do so for several
years. That left him no excuse, he had
to whisk me round the floor in the Gay
Gordons and one or two other dances
as well. Thanks Fiona!” Sheila Dodds
kindly provided a bear on each table
and we had an entertaining 5 minutes
while she ensured that the said bear
was given to a particular gentleman.
Ann Selby was quick to point out that
it was all men who were being favoured! The evening ended with all 52
folk on the floor joining hands in a
circle and singing Auld Lang Syne.
Sunday saw us eating the lovely, fruity
25th Birthday cake kindly donated by
Dick and Pat Nortcliffe before setting
off for home - or relaxing for another
night as some were doing! As a wee
memento all members attending the
Club's 25th Birthday Celebrations
went home with a coaster designed
and supplied at a special price by Polar Graham Chapell of Arran Graph-
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25th Birthday Celebration (cont’d)
ics. A collectible of the future
perhaps?
A most enjoyable weekend
and many thanks to Fiona and
Mike for organising it so well
- Caroline McSean had already presented them with
flowers, a Steiff Polar Bear
and a bottle of champagne as
a token of everyone’s appreciation.
Helen

This is the second mention
that we had in the Marfan
trust News, as described
on Page 25.
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Polar Report - Fiona Davies
The Polars have had great fun this
autumn - Firstly, the group who
attended the Bo'ness Hillclimb Revival took the opportunity to dress
up in period attire and enjoy the
delights of our Teddy Bears' Picnic whilst raising funds for the
Hearts&Minds Clowndoctors.
Read Andrew Carrie's Report and
admire those outfits! Secondly,
we celebrated Mike's special
birthday which coincided with our
September lunch to which we had
invited Lucy Tile from the Borders
Children's Charity and Fred
Magill, Chairman of BVAC. Prior
to lunch we made the formal
presentation to Lucy of the funds
raised at Thirlestane Dream
Rides. Finally, there was the
Club's 25th Birthday Weekend
Celebrations which went with a

swing - and a reel or two as well.
Helen Kirkness's write up gives an
insight into what was missed if you
weren't there.
Our Xmas lunch was well attended as always and the meeting discussed the 2015 calendar
of events and the various children's charities we would wish to
support. Confirmed events are
the Doune Hillclimb, Dream Rides
at Thirlestane, the Corbridge
Classic and the Bo'ness Hillclimb
and Revival Meeting - all back by
popular demand. Watch out for
details of other events which are
in the planning stages and will be
posted on the Club's website as
well as appearing in the Polar
News.

This is the final Polar Report which
I am composing as I am stepping
down after 8 years of being
Mummy Polar Bear. You will, I
am sure, be delighted to know
that Dick and Pat Nortcliffe have
agreed to step onto the ice and
take the Polar Region forward.
I'd like to take the opportunity to
thank you all for your friendship
and support during my tenure.
Mike and I will be back in circulation once we have got ourselves
established in our new home, sans
garage or loft (hence our being
unable to continue to store "Polar
Paraphenalia"). We look forward to meeting up with some of
you in 2015.
Fiona Davies

Presentation to Hearts & Minds ClownDoctors
The Sporting Bears weren't the
only organisation celebrating a
birthday in 2014. To mark the
15th year of founding the Hearts
& Minds Clowndoctors a special
celebratory evening was held in
Edinburgh when supporters were
invited to join them for a reception and screening of a specially
commissioned film. This gave a
moving insight into their work in
the hospitals, hospices and care
facilities around Scotland - the
hankies were out by the end. We
were all given a copy of the DVD
which we will be screening at a
future lunch so more of our Polars
will have a chance to view it.
Earlier in the evening Andrew
Carrie, Mike and I took the opportunity of presenting the Artistic

Director and Co-founder, Magdalena Schamberger and Pip Quinn,
the Fundraising and Communications Officer (otherwise known as
Dr Dosh) with our cheque for
£315. This was the amount raised
at
the
Bo'ness
Hillclimb
Revival.
During the
evening
the three
of us had
great fun,
and some
difficulty,
in identifying all
t h e
Clown-

doctors who were there - but not
in their colourful working attire!
Fiona Davies
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Dream Rides @ Isle of Wight Garlic Festival - Clive Ford
16th-17th August 2014
After travelling around most of the
UK to take part in Sporting Bears
events over the last few years, Sue
and I thought it was about time we
held a Dream Rides event of our own
here on the Isle of Wight - we already hold a fun rides event each
Christmas for the YMCA Young Car-

ers, and thought this would be the
next step to take, albeit a daunting
one, as this would be the first Dream
Rides event here on the Island.
The Island`s biggest summer show is
the Garlic Festival, held over a
weekend in August each year with
an attendance of 25,000 people
over the weekend. If we were to
stand any chance of raising money
doing Dream Rides then this had to
be the event to participate in, so I set
about contacting the organisers.
After several emails and meetings I
felt I had finally got them to understand what the Sporting Bears were
all about, and how a Dream Rides
event would work. However, not
having the cars inside the show itself
was a bit of a set-back, and operating from a marquee within the show,
with the cars in the car park, was a
bit of a challenge. However, we
eventually reached a compromise
and set about proving how well
would could run this event, with the
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aim to impress the organisers and
raise as much money as possible for
the two local charities, YMCA Young
Carers and Challenge and Adventure.
We aimed at getting 15 cars for the
event, with as much variety as possible, and we were not disappointed.
It was nice to see people travelling
over to the Island for a change instead of
us going
in
the
opposite
direction!
I called
upon the
assistance of
Huw and
T r u d i
from the
Koalas to
help out
with the
booking
d e s k ,
Damian Page sorting out the drivers’
forms, and along with the experience
of some of the drivers wives who
always muck in where ever needed,
we had a good strong team of Bears
to make his work.
On the weekend of the show, the
Saturday started a little slowly, it
took a fair bit of work to explain to
people that this was not a car show,
yes you can have a ride in that Ferrari or Aston Martin in exchange for
a donation! By mid-afternoon we all
agreed to drop the prices, and cars
went out at £10 and £20, the result
being we doubled the days donations in 2 hours!
Saturday evening we arranged a
social get together in the garden of
Clive and Jo Westmacott`s house,
where a buffet was served. We
were entertained by local magician
Huxley, who had a few tricks up his
sleeve for birthday boy Baz Firth!
Sunday and the sun was shining, the
Bears were all refreshed, and show

started filling up, and rides were
being booked, every car went out
doing rides and all of the Bears
were hard at work. We also took
several of the children from Challenge and Adventure out for rides
during the day, who were so excited
to be in the cars.
Gary Handa almost lost his beast of
a machine to a certain Darth Vader it certainly suited him!
The total amount raised over the
weekend was £2004, a fantastic
result for our first Dream Rides event,
where no one knew who the Sporting
Bears were or what we did, but they
do now!
The Garlic Festival organisers have
since been in contact and were very
impressed with the professional way
in which we ran the event, and it now
seems we have an annual event!
Sue and I would like to give a big
thank you to all of the Bears who
came over here and worked their
socks off, you know who you are, not
forgetting a few locals who took
part and will hopefully be members
of our Bears family in the near future, and not forgetting Karen Eeles
of Challenge and Adventure, without
her help and intoxicating enthusiasm
this event may not have got off the
ground.
Clive

WINTER 2014/2015
Manchester Classic Car Show - Dave Brown
The Footman James Manchester Classic Car Show (or MCCS from here on
in) is now in its third year and I was
asked by Sporting Bears Motor Club
to organize and run their participation on this event, my first one
The charity:
For this show I’d chosen the Children's
Adventure Farm Trust in Cheshire www.caft.co.uk after visiting them
recently and being shown round by
Alistair Laing their Charity Relationship Manager & seeing the fantastic
operation they have and the great
things they achieve.
The event itself was this year run on
behalf of Eventcity by Andy at AMR
Events and I’ve got to say the first of
may thanks to Andy as well as Mike,
Benn & their team at Eventcity for
their organisation & support leading
up to and over the weekend.
For the event we had an inside area
with information stands, booking
desk and two static cars from Bauer
Millett Leasing. These were the first
official showing in the UK of a production model C7 Corvette Stingray
and also a Chevrolet Camaro Convertible. The C7 Stingray, specially
finished in Velocity Yellow certainly
attracted a lot of attention both to it
and the Bears stand.

and on Sunday the list was a bit
smaller but equally interesting. We
retained the Healey and the Excel
and they were joined by :
Aston Martin Vantage
Porsche Boxster S
Lotus Exige
TVR
McLaren MP4-12C Spider
After a few "teething problems" expected I guess with a new event, such
as security saying our area (that was
to become the Bears Enclosure) was
closed to vehicle access and not letting cars in the gate until they'd been
convinced that it was us, and what
wasn't the best of routes due to location, we all had a ball and in the
case of some bears who shall remain
nameless, a free lunch.

tor doing his commentary from the
passenger seat of the Frogeye going
round the track and many many
thanks to Tony Beverley for telling
them I'd love to commentate, revenge will be mine !
So all in all a fantastic weekend,
with the generous donations of the
visitors to the event and a few passers by from the Trafford centre we
were delighted to be able to present
CAFT with a cheque for £1410, huge
thank you to everyone above, all the
drivers and helpers for the bears
and to the public and event visitors,
see you all again next year !*
*Next year is (provisionally)
19/20th September, get it in the
diary boys & girls.

All the cars proved popular
and all the drivers had a
great time, especially when
we were invited to go on
the rally stage by Tim Foster of Rallying with Group
B:
www.rallyingwithgroupb.net
just before their rally cars,
and included a fantastic
effort by Les the commenta-

Dream Rides cars were situated in a
cracking location outside the event &
opposite The Trafford Centre, so
there was loads of interest.
On Saturday we had (in no particular order) a:
Healey Frogeye Sprite
BMW Z4
Lotus Excel
Nissan GTR
Lamborghini Aventador Roadster
Ferrari 360 Modena
Ford GTD40
Mercedes SL
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London - Again (Max Walker)
In 2013 we saw Parliament and
Westminster Abbey - here’s how we
topped that in 2014. 10 Bentleys
take 10 children through London…..AGAIN!
“Hello Bentley UK, 10 cars again
please, thank you.”
Hilton London Metropole Hotel,
“please donate 10 family rooms in
August, thank you.”
SEG, “can you run our cars into town
without stopping please?, cheers.”
In summary it really is as easy as
that - I wish!
So mid August, straight after CarFest
North and CarFest South Dream
Rides the best way to relax is organise 10 VIP children and families
through London again. But where to
go this year…….. well let me tell
you.
First, choose Children’s Charities form
the dozens we support to be invited.
It seemed fitting to invite the military
charities, just in case anyone missed
the 100 and 70 year anniversaries, SSAFA, ABF,
RNRMCF, RAFBF covered
all the forces. Mix these
with The Children’s Trust,
Young Carers, Cheshire
Without Abuse, Winston’s
Wish, Haven House Hospice and the charities are
chosen.
Now all they
have to do is chose the
families.
Way back in July 2013 I started the
2014 event and yes, as I type this I
am in mid flow for 2015 event planning. So the aim was to get the
families to drive into Buckingham
Palace, then have a free tour. So
letters form three Lord Lieutenants’
the Second Sea Lord of the Royal
Navy and two MBE holders (no, not
Baz Firth as he didn’t have his at that
stage) were all met with a NO. SevPage 32

eral meetings in the Palace, when
one started with “now Max, please
do not ask anyone else to write to
the Royal Household” so I guess we
couldn’t drive into the worlds most
famous palace then? It was also in
this conversation the idea that all the
children and their families would be
getting the tour FoC, we’ll settle
there. If you can’t drive into the Palace, let’s see how we can still keep
this special. With the tour time set
for 3pm we had to see where we
could visit in style in the morning.
In 2013 we walked across from Parliament to visit Westminster Abbey,
so this year we felt we should arrive
at the Great West Door of Westminster Abbey as the Royal Family do
for Royal Wedding, complete with a
full SEG Police escort into the courtyard. Day planned with two stunning landmarks, time to add a little
meat to the plan.
Friday morning we all arrive at
Crewe, home of Bentley and Made
in Crewe, to catch up with adopted

Bear, Lisa Coops Bentley. Lisa was a
little emotional as she was going on
holiday the next day and unable to
join us, tissues ready as I dropped a
banter into the thanks for the team
shot.
Load up, radio checks, and all ready
to roll for our quick stop at M6 toll
services as they have kindly waved
the toll fees. Little did we know the
final 3 miles of the standard M6 before the toll would take 2 hours, in-

cluding a quick rescue mid jam. The
lead car radioed that a people car-

rier was in the central reservation
with the family stuck. The rear 3
Bentleys closed the M6 while the
front cars stopped and helped the
family to the safety of the hard
shoulder - the Motorway Patrol arrived to find their job done, gave
Bentley Bears a wave and we reopened the M6. Into the M6 toll services with grateful thanks, dash to the
facilities and grab a bite. Pics taken
for their Twitter and go.
Through the wide load section of the
Toll Barriers, not because we’re in
Bentleys, but that’s where our free
passage is organised; make good
time to Beaconsfield services on the
M40, a good rest point before we
flow into London, under the expert
guidance of Bachi to the car park.
Those that recall 2013
run know we have a very
special car park, Wellington Barracks Parade
Ground, home to the
Guards for dismount and
a live military base. That
day the alert threat level
was raised, so we were
especially grateful.
More on the Barracks
later. So demob into taxis to the
London Hilton Metropole, our operational base for two days and gener-
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London - Again (cont’d)
ous providers of rooms for the families. Running late so quick change
and meet again for dinner.

Cars safely parked, everyone relaxed, 7 hours plus of driving, what
a drive………so early night for the
big day, 7am breakfast planned,
Bachi on taxi duty, goodnight.
Saturday 30th August, wake,
shower, breakfast, off to the Barracks to collect the cars, while
Caroline McSean, Jo Parish, Ceri,
Rach and the Jones-Walker girls
set ready for the families to arrive. As last year, the hotel had
cordoned off the road for our
arrival, with security so we had
room to park our cars and the
bikes arriving later. In order, as
we drove down, GTs, Flying Spurs
and then the new V8 Flying Spurs
took position. Children arriving, signing in with excitement about the day
ahead, chilling in comfy chairs as
outside the SEG bikes turn up, synchronised in everything they do, a
ballet
with
bikes.
Scene set to
repeat, drivers
briefed by SEG,
families briefed,
go enjoy the
calm
outside.
The
children
love the cars
and bikes (I

think if we’d stopped then they
would have said it was great), pictures on the Police Bikes, in and out
of the cars, playing
with the buttons. Time
to send Baz and Griff
off with the camera
teams and load the
wheelchairs into the
taxis to be ready on
arrival at the Abbey.
Families all loaded
and SEG ready, I have
the honour to take a
Ghurkha family from
SSAFA, who really
can’t believe this is all
for them. Their son has several conditions, making concentration and
calm difficult for him in the car, but
with SEG escort the journey is always
exciting and lots to see as we drive
- arriving in view, Buckingham
Palace, our afternoon destination.
This is where Baz is ready to capture these memories on film, as
every family will receive a DVD
after Paul finishes his magic in
editing.

through each red light, bikes whizzing past either side.
This year SEG had planned to take
us through Berkeley Square, the
home of London Bentley,
so the families could see
where the rich and famous buy their cars, so
as the convoy threaded
through the streets of
London, around the
square and out past the
Ritz Hotel on Oxford
Street the joy from every
car could be heard.
Across to Constitution
Hill, we know what’s next

Round Queen Victoria Memorial
and through to the Abbey, where
Paul is waiting to capture our arrival as team 2. So blue lights
flashing all the way, the bikes
lead us into courtyard, 10 cars park
in front of the Great West Door, with
the Abbey team on hand to greet us,
saying our cars were causing quite a
stir and being photographed more
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London - Again (cont’d)

than the Abbey! The families were
beaming as they stepped out into the
furore of the crowd now asking who
we all were? The SEG team dismounted and chatted freely again,
enjoying the results of their escort,
huge smiles and grins on families and
Bears
alike.
Rousing applause
and then it was
time to go for
lunch. The Abbey
had
reserved
their upper restaurant for the
families and we
had a quiet room
to recount the day
so far.
Lunch
over,
greeted at the
historic doorway
to start a fasci-
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nating walk through the last few hundred years, in our little island’s Royal
and political time and events. As last
year, the Abbey gave us full permission to photograph inside, meaning
that the children were snapping
away while other tourists were being
asked politely not to film.
So through the ages, we were then
taken up to see the tomb of Edward
the Confessor, opened specially for
our group to see, then onto the poets
corner and through various military
burial sections. Around the cloisters
and over the tomb of the unknown
warrior, past the coronation chair,
now behind glass to prevent vandal-

ism, and out through the Great West
Door.
The team at the Abbey were so
helpful, including at the end letting us
block the doorway for a team picture with the families.
Time to load up and on to Buckingham Palace, but where to park the
cars as they won’t let us drive
i n ……… y o u
g u e s s e d
it…..Wellington Barracks Parade
Ground, and a parade ground
ready to welcome our VIP families.
Thanks to the Second Sea Lord Royal
Navy we had the London Sea Cadet
Band playing on
arrival
The Queens Colour Squadron RAF
in No. 1s greets
each car, opening
the doors for our
amazed families.
They are inside
the barracks with
a full band and
tourists lining the
fence taking pictures.
We are then escorted across the roads to Buckingham Palace, played out by the
band, with the gents from QCS RAF
walking a dutiful pace for their
guests. We arrive at the main gates
and are met by our host from the
Palace, counted in the families, and
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London - Again (cont’d)
Hilton for their stop, to reflect on how
they were the Stars in Cars and
VERY VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE.

WE DID IT…….again!!!!!

THANK YOU

some of the Bears spend the next 2
hours walking around the corridors
and State Rooms of this iconic building. While the rest of the Bears
team retreat to a coffee shop to relax before the final leg of our VIP
duties, taking the families back to the

Met Police SEG – can’t say enough
about these guys!!!
Bentley Motors UK – providing a
fleet of cars, paying the London Congestion charges.
Hilton London Metropole - huge support for our VIP families.
Westminster Abbey - private tour by
the Deans of the Abbey.
Wellington Barracks - best car park
in town!!!
Buckingham Palace - allowing everyone to share the tour.
M6 Toll - free passage both ways
for 10 cars.
Transport for London - waived red
light violations with SEG convoy.
All the Bears and non Bears who supported with cameras to capture the
moments, the team of drivers, helpers
on the day BUT especially to every
family that made the time to do this.
We all enjoyed our time with the
families and the personal stories they
had just enforced why we had put
this day together. T his day was for
the families, we all enjoyed it as
much as they did.
Next Year......hmmmmm…..where to
now???????
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Miles for Smiles - Clive Ford
This Miles for Smiles event was held
on the Isle of Wight on 13th December, and was organised by Clive
and Sue Ford, with advice from Huw
Page.
We gave fun rides to the children of

the YMCA Young Carers on the day
of the charity’s Christmas party - this
is the second year that we have held
this event and it was a great success
yet again.
We had a fantastic variety of cars
for the children to have rides in, Fer-
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rari`s, Lamborghini, TVR, Aston Martin, to name just a few of the 22 cars
that turned up for the event.
Wightlink Ferries again agreed to
sponsor the event by giving free
weekend ferry travel to the 15 cars

attending from the mainland, and
between 10.00 and 12.30 we gave
each child at least two rides each there were a total of 70 children
booked in for rides on the day, with
many envious parents looking on!
The YMCA were taken aback by the
generosity of
the Sporting
Bears,
as
everyone
turned
up
with selection
packs
and
sweets to be
distributed to
the children there
must
have been
e n o u g h
chocolate to
feed
an
army!
We also had
the
local
press there

which gave us some great coverage
in the Island newspaper.
After a much needed lunch stop we
gave rides to the children and volunteers of Challenge and Adventure,
with only 18 people for rides, and
putting more smiles on faces we finished in time for some of the
mainland drivers to return home on
the 5pm ferry.
Saturday evening we held a social
get together with some of the Bears
who stayed over to make a weekend
of it, and we used this as an ideal
opportunity to give a send off to
Giles & Morag Heimann, as this was
their last Sporting Bears event before moving to Cyprus in 2015, a
great couple who will be greatly
missed at future events.
Wightlink Ferries have also agreed
to sponsor the Sporting Bears in
2015, giving discounted travel for
Bears travelling to the mainland for
events, and also mainland Bears
coming to the Island for the Garlic
Festival next August, and next year’s
Miles for Smiles event.
Clive Ford

WINTER 2014/2015
Thank you letters & additional photos from the Miles for Smiles event
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BEAR FACTS
Bo’ness Hillclimb - Andrew Carrie

The Polars last car show event of the
2014 season was the Bo’ness Hillclimb on Sunday 7 September. This
was the 80th anniversary of the hill
climb, which was the first true motor
racing venue in Scotland. Prior to
then, any motor sport events were
held on public roads (until 1925) or
on sand. It was used until 1966, with
the Lothian Car Club opening Doune
as a new hill climb track in 1968. In
2007, the owners of the old Bo’ness
track decided to hold a reunion of
drivers and other enthusiasts from
those early days, and it was so
popular with them, and with specta-
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tors and visitors, that it has continued
and grown every
year since.
The event is centred around the
hill climb racing,
and included a
huge variety of
historic race cars,
as well as a number of other classic and interesting cars. There
was also a large display of classic cars, with a wide range of
vehicles to admire. You know
you’re getting old
when instead of saying “my dad had one
of those”, you’re thinking quietly “I’ve been
nearly bankrupted by
quite a few of these in
my time”…
We had a stand near
the spectator entry
gate, and right beside
the end of the hillclimb
track.
Couldn’t be
better! We set up our

wee tent, then got the cars arranged,
and finally the
teddy
bears
were able to
spread out the
tartan rugs and
start their picnic.
Pip from Hearts
and Minds came
along on behalf
of the Clowndoctors, our charity
for the day, and
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Bo’ness Hillclimb - (cont’d)

all the bears were given balloons,
while we had a selection of wee
stickers, clown noses, badges and
other goodies for the grown-ups (oh,
and some for the kids!).
On display, we had Dick and Pat’s
Jaguar XJS, Jeff and Mary-Jane’s
Bahama-lime-green Marcos Mantara, Brian's MGB V8, Mark’s Dax
Tojeiro Cobra, Ron’s TVR Chimaera,
and my Porsche 911. On the day
we had a late entry when Sarah
brought along her VW Beetle convertible.

We also had a wee bit of a period dress theme going on, with a
range of costumes ranging from
the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. Mark,
Jeff and Sarah took part in the
classic parade up the hill during
the lunch break as well.
I
thought that our stand looked
fantastic - a great range of cars,
period dress and the bears having a picnic really looked impressive. I
think that
we were again
r o b b ed
of
"best
club
stand",
but
never mind who still had
the most fun? I
had my son
with me (or
maybe I was
with him, I’m
not sure if he
was a “mystery
carer”), and he

was amazed at how we
turned up to a bare
grassy field, and then
"magic happened" and
this amazing club stand
appeared with banners,
bunting, bears and biscuits. He was even more
amazed at how quickly
the "well-oiled machine"
dismantled it all again at
the end and packed it
away.
A huge thank you to everyone who came along
on the day, with such an
interesting selections of
cars for people to admire, and for your help
throughout the day, in so
many ways, big and
small. Everybody's contribution is greatly welcomed.
The good news is that we
raised £315 for the
Clowndoctors - £60 more than the
same event last year. I am more
than happy with that, which isn't a
bad sum for a few hours with friends,
eating cakes, playing with balloons
and getting sunburnt. But enough
about the teddy bears, we grownups all enjoyed our day too.
Andrew

Page 39

BEAR FACTS
The Clipper Round the World Yacht Race - Trudi Bubb
At the end of 1999 whilst working in

corporate life I noticed an advertisement for the BT Global Challenge race (as it was called in
those days) and thought wouldn’t
that be great to take part some
day! However, during 2004-2006
I spent my time away with my corporate job and the dream faded
away until I was asked to go
away for the weekend with some
friends sailing. After the weekend
I caught the “sailing bug” and decided to go and get qualified to
allow me to sail properly and took
several courses which enabled me
to become a Coastal Skipper.
During this time I took part in various sailing weekends and race
festivals and in 2008 my corporate life took over again and I
wasn’t able to focus on my sailing.
I decided to apply for the race but
never heard anything and decided
that maybe I wasn’t the kind of
person that they were looking for
after all.
In 2010 I became very poorly and
contracted a post viral syndrome
and spent some time in hospital.
The syndrome was later diagnosed
as ME (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome
& Fibromyalgia) which prevented
me from working in corporate life
again. During this time I became
very depressed and needed a
boost and Huw and I asked the
Committee if we could take over
the Koala region to enable me to
build myself back up again and do
something worthwhile for charity.
In 2013 whilst recuperating after a
major operation I was contacted
by the Clipper Race Director
David Cusworth who mentioned to
me that he had found my application form dating back to 2008 and
would I still be interested in taking
part in the race! As you can imagine it was like a bolt out of the
blue and I decided that I would go
down to Gosport for the 4 hour
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assessment and interview. A few
days letter I received an email
confirming that I had passed the
assessment day and I was now
selected as part of the Clipper
Race Crew but still needed to pass
a medical and insurance review.
As luck would have it I managed to
persuade both my doctor and
rheumatologist that I should go on
the race and they both agreed (in
principle) and signed the medical
forms.
The race itself is not for the faint
hearted as you are living with
other people from around the
world on a 70ft yacht for 11
months whilst circumnavigating the
globe. It is physically and emotionally draining but an experience
like no other and I will be one of
630 people from around the world
taking part in the race on 1st September 2015. The race itself covers 8 legs and to complete the
whole race I need a sponsor to
help me raise £30,000. I have
been told that more people climb
Kilimanjaro than take part in the
race so as you can imagine it will
a life changing experience for me
and Huw!
I decided as a Sporting Bear that I
would help to raise £20,000 for a
local children’s charity (The Golden
Lion Children’s Trust) in Crawley to
celebrate their 40th anniversary
and take 20 children to Lapland in
2016 for my 50th birthday as
part of my giving back to the local
community and so far via just giving I have raised over £500 but
would love to raise more for the
children whilst I take part in the
race. Upon my return I will be
writing a book and all proceeds
will be going to the GLCT to ensure that their charity work with
children continues.
You have to pass four levels of

training of which I have now completed two of the four. Level 1 in
March and Level 2 in September both of which were both physically
and emotionally draining. Level 3
will take place in April and Level 4
will start in May in readiness for
the race in September 2015. All
of the levels demand so much from
you as during Level 1 I had to
climb the 95ft mast and I don’t like
heights! But the mere thought of
letting those 20 children down and
not going to Lapland kept me going and passing the course with
flying colours, and as you can
imagine I am very proud and honoured to be taking part in the race
and the excitement is now building
as we move forward into 2015.
The links to support me are as follows:www.justgiving.com/Trudi-Bubb
https://hubbub.net/p/
C lipper RoundTheWor ldYachtRace/
I have also completed a radio interview on BBC Sussex - check out
the interview via the link www.trudibubb.com/clipper-round
-the-world-race.
On the opposite page you will see
a write up in the local paper here
in Sussex for you to have a read.
Trudi Bubb
Hopefully, we’ll get some more updates from Trudi throughout the
year as she prepares to embark on
this magnificent adventure - and all
in a good cause.
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Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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Liverpool (Albert Dock) - Max Walker
Miles of smiles on the Mersey, at Albert Dock.
Saturday arrives, it’s
windy, of course it is windy, this is the
historic Albert Dock on the River Mersey. We know from last year to secure the Gazebo to a Railway buffer
outside the Maritime Museum, and
once again the Albert Dock team cannot be more accommodating, allowing
us to invite our returning friends from
Liverpool Audi, Merseyside Police and
this year we added the Fire & Rescue
team in the water.
Cars start to arrive and the Bears
team set into action. Claire House
Children’s Hospice set up their stand
and banners, ready to share the great
work they do for children around Merseyside and the North West. We also
had an amazing Bears members’
power boat that had once featured in
a Robbie Williams video, with Craig

bringing cars.
Then a special visit from
one of our
London 2013
families
Liam had the
full VIP treatment again,
cruising on the
V8
powerboat
and
taken on a
dream ride in
the McLaren,
with
Police
Bike leading
the way of
course.
Mid afternoon, in glorious sunshine,
whilst the cars are enjoying the picturesque drives out, it’s time to have the
water scene thanks
to Mersey Fire &
Rescue team. This
adds a dramatic
water action, with
jet skis and power
boats zooming onto
the dock, delighting
the afternoon shoppers.
Pulling out of the
cold - even in May
it’s icy cold - the
earlier short straw
winner taken to

as skipper.
We welcomed new members and
regulars, with support from Bauer Millet, Bentley UK and Liverpool Audi all
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simulated
rescues at the
dock
side
adding
a
little drama

and providing great practice for a
team that are called on these skills in
reality all year round under the watchful gaze of the Liver Birds.
The star car had to be Paul’s Masa,
the Pixar animated film Cars, Rusty
complete with cheeky tongue poking
out….
and Tony launched the Frog Eye for
the first of many events with the Bears.
Great day for Liverpool, showing what
the Bears do best, sharing our cars
with the public who shared their hard
earned cash to help Claire House,
miles of smiles on the Mersey.
Max
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CPoP, Cholmondeley, Chumpop, Chumley with Rocking Bears - Max Walker
However you want to say it or spell it
this is definitely a Pageant of Power the track action here is full on pushing
the limits. The talk is always about the
rain and guess what……..NO
RAIN….so it was 3 days of sunshine
and fun. As usual we set up on Thursday welcoming two new additions the Cheshire Classic Cars sponsored
gazebo and Bauer Millett leasing drivers trailer. It is now I should shout the
amazing support we have received
over the years from these two great

supporting businesses, so check out
their services on other pages. Tony
called with how can I help and the
answer was to tow the two ton trailer
from Manchester to CPoP - Thank you!

This year we arranged to have an
upper and lower section, although
Graham couldn’t agree with me which
was which so we settled with booking
and cars naming areas. The new upper area was only for the brave, driving the gauntlet of the Cholmondeley
cow field tracks, made easier by the
sunshine.
The morning was calm with manufacturers having time to drive their
VIP guests on track before the
practice sessions burn
rubber on this picturesque estate track.
With a very quiet
Dream Rides area on
Friday we went to
watch Status Quo complete a fun line up on
the live stage, Bears
were Rocking and
ready for the weekend.
Saturday and Sunday
were the usual CPoP
mix of high octane track, water
and air action, it amazes me each
year how these racers pitch themselves against the clock on the estate track with only a tonne of hay
bale to protect them from a slip of

concentration. In 2014 we were raising money on Dream Rides for Cheshire Against Abuse, a charity helping
families escaping domestic violence.
Kerry and her team were on site sharing their stand with Bentley UK who
support us and came across several
times to see how we were doing.
Lisa arrived with her Bentley, then
Bentley Lisa arrived with the new Bent-

ley GT Speed, along with regulars
(Continued on page 46)

Caption Competition
This is David at the Albert Dock event in Liverpool, and he’s
definitely……...well, I’ll let you decide.
Entries as usual via email please, and I’m pretty sure there’ll
be a prize this time - assuming that the entries are funny (and
printable), of course.
Editor@sportingbears.co.uk
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CPoP, Cholmondeley, Chumpop, Chumley with Rocking Bears - (cont’d)
(Continued from page 45)

Tony & Tony risking the GT40 and
Frog Eye along the trackway with
many more regulars.
Two full days saw Jane & Spike visit

with the Triumph Fury, amazing history
for this one off prototype and so
proud to see it with the Bears at CPoP,
plus the 7 litre AC Coupe too. To
keep the distance awards Helen &
Wayne double Ferrari, Baz with GTR
and Mrs Baz in the Scooby with support kit and chocolate Guinness cake!
Saturday ends with a relax, chat,
beers and Tony’s cake to celebrate
25years of Sporting Bears. Around the
Bauer Millett Bears trailer.

Then off to the
evening entertainment, after
putting the cars
to bed!!!!

Sunday saw a repeat
of the heatwave, racing to the limits and
fun with the Bears
cars, drivers and passengers loving the sunshine
and
rides, with
some cars looking more like
Cheaters hiding on the Savanna.
I ask every year, and every
year the Bears membership
makes us proud, lots of cars
travelling significant distances to enjoy time in a
field in Cheshire and sometimes it can be sunny like
2014, sometimes it can rain,
well mostly it will rain, but
always a great event for all.
Thanks
to all
w h o
helped,
Bauer
Millet
leasing
for the support
trailer, Cheshire
Classic Cars for
the gazebo, Tony
Shannon
for
spending an afternoon towing
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the trailer through Manchester, Simon
and Jo Parish for more than the support vehicle, plus every member from
Scotland to Somerset who helped,
drove and enjoyed the weekend.

WINTER 2014/2015
Charity Thank You Letters

Caption Competition Winner

Well, we had quite a response to this one I’m
pleased to say, not least from Tony himself
who pointed out that this was at Teesside
rather than Aintree - so, wooden spoon for the
editor then.
Dave Brown came in with “I need to report a
crime - there’s at least 10 pages in the recent
Bear Facts that doesn’t have my photo in”. Not
to be outdone, our regular Tony Abbis suggested “You’re not peeing in my hat are you?”.
Our chairman seems to like a bit of innuendo in
his suggestions of “A pop-up traffic cone you
say, sir”, “Oh so that’s where you keep the
warning triangle is it?”, and finally “Well, you
did say they were Dream Rides”.
I’m afraid I couldn’t pick out any winners this
time (mainly because I’d run out of prizes).
editor@sportingbears.co.uk
Page 47

BEAR FACTS
NEW USES for Tax Disc Holders - Hilary Cannon
In the last issue of Bear Facts (Autumn
2014) I enquired if anyone had any
ideas for new ways to market taxdisc holders now that the paper tax
disc has apparently been consigned
to history.
In fact, a number of uses have been
suggested. First of all the tax disc
itself seems now to be a collectable
item, with many being offered, and
presumably sold, on eBay. However
it is the tax-disc holder itself which is
of more interest to me and two good
ideas have come my way.
For those who live in area where
residents parking permits are required, the tax-disc holder offers a
convenient way to display the permit. Our local paper reported a
case where a lady had not noticed
that her permit had fallen off the
dash and was pretty cross to find
that the parking warden had picked
up on the omission and had issued a
fine.
Another idea has been put forward
by the Warwickshire and West Mercia Police forces. They made the
information available at the Classic
Car Show at the NEC so some of you
may well have already seen their
flyer, but for those who haven’t, this
is their Press Release from Wednesday 22nd October.
“Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police are pleased to announce
the launch of our tax disc replacement, the Emergency Contact Disc.
The Emergency Contact Disc contains
next of kin contact details and medical alert information for the driver. In
the event of a medical emergency or
road traffic collision that renders the
occupants unable to communicate, a
first responder will be able to obtain
vital information that is not otherwise
accessible at the scene.
The disc can be cut out and placed
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into the now otherwise redundant tax
disc holder, the information sections
fold inwards so it would not be
viewed by passers by.
PC Dave Wise, the West Mercia officer behind the idea said “The information within the disc could be vital
to save lives or quickly locate a casualty's next of kin, something that can
be time consuming at the scene of a
serious incident"
“All information is optional and the
blank discs can be used to add customised information, or attach a
passport photo to help link the information to the
right person.
If there is
more than
one regular
driver
or
even regular
passengers,
consider
printing multiple
discs
and add a
photo
or
description
of each person.
The
Emergency
Contact Disc
can be used
alongside
existing
medical
alert products
like
bracelets
and
necklaces.”
PC
Wise
added
"If
people have
concerns
about security of information, they
can
omit

certain details. We would advise
that if the next of kin address is the
same as the driver's address, it may
be sensible to leave this portion
blank"
"The information within the disc
would give little or no information
away that could aid potential criminals and any slight risk is far outweighed by the benefits".
The Emergency Contact Disc can be
photocopied from the following
page or downloaded from:
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
assets/_files/documents/oct_14/
wmp__1414057345_Branded_Emer
gency_Contact_Disc.pdf
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Cheshire Classic Cars Open day - Max Walker
Sporting Bears have enjoyed
support from Iain and team at
CCC for some years, with a number of members having cars serviced, restored or purchased
there over time. Over several
years we have enjoyed the hospitality and private openings
from CCC, and support ranging
through cars for display to 2014
seeing huge financial support for
the Yellow Truck at CarFest plus
our new NW gazebo and banners.
So when we were invited to share
the open day with Bentley Drivers
Club and Ferrari Owners Club to
their new facilities near Chester, we
were delighted.

builds. Mixing with the other
clubs members was silenced by
the starting of the Jota - the V12
Lambo engine with short straight
pipes was certainly contrast to
the gentle musical quartet inside.
With such a rare car and an
abandoned jet fighter close by
the impromptu photo shoot hap-

in the background
We saw cars in stages
of the restoration process,
from hides to bare metal re-

pened with each Bears car taking its
turn until the group shot, with banter
keeping Paul going - great shots as
always Griff!

To reflect the support we displayed
the CCC Bears gazebo and reflected
the Lamborghini Jota with John’s
Aventador,
As we arrived and displayed, we
enjoyed looking at the race cars and
yank muscle cars in the glass house,
with an easy listening classic quartet
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More Charity Thank You Letters
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Forthcoming Events
January 2015
31
F1 Carting Mini Grand Prix, West Midlands

Clive Hampson

clive_hampson@yahoo.co.uk

February 2015
1
Annual General Meeting, Gaydon

Neville Colvin

secretary@sportingbears.co.uk

April 2015
12
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)
19
Doune Hillclimb, Stirling

Dick Nortcliffe
Dick Nortcliffe

polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk

May 2015
3-4
Stratford Festival of Motoring
9
Vulcan Open Day, Wellsbourne, Warwicks
10
Wallingford Classic Rally, Oxfordshire
15-17
Fat Lamb SBMC Gambol, Cumbria
17
Luxury Motor Show, Nottingham
30
Albert Dock, Liverpool

Ian Snelling
Lissa Wiltshire
Huw Page
Paul Bonsall
Max Walker
Max Walker

iansnelling@talktalk.net
lissasv650@msn.com
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk

June 2015
7
Thirlestane, Borders
14-15
CPoP, Cheshire
20-21
Super Car Event, Dunsfold

Dick Nortcliffe
Max Walker
Huw Page

polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk

July 2015
4
Drive Out Day, Midlands
5
Corbridge Classic, Northumberland
12
Kimbolton Country Fayre, Cambs
18
Classics in the City, Edinburgh
18-19
Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb, Worcs
19
Middle Wallop, Hants

Hugh Jackson
Bob Selby
Neville Colvin
Andrew Carrie
Ian Snelling
Marcus Barr

0121 378 2572
cobra.gpt290s@blueyonder.co.uk
secretary@sportingbears.co.uk
Andrew@acarrie.net
iansnelling@talktalk.net
barr.eventide@googlemail.com

August 2015
31J - 2 CarFest North, Cheshire
15-16
Garlic Festival, Isle of Wight
23
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)
28-30
CarFest South, Hants
30-31
Coventry Festival of Motoring

Max Walker
Clive Ford
Dick Nortcliffe
Max Walker
Ian Snelling

northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
clivef@uwclub.net
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

September 2015
6
Bo’ness Hillclimb, West Lothian
6
Aintree Children’s Dream Rides, Liverpool
6
Concorde Classic, Southampton
12
Wilmslow Motor Show

Andrew Carrie
Max Walker
Huw Page
Max Walker

Andrew@acarrie.net
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk

November 2015
13-15
Lancashire Insurance Classic Motor Show, NEC

Andrew Lake

treasurer@sportingbears.co.uk

December 2015
6
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)

Dick Nortcliffe

polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
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