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WINTER 2013/2014
Editor’s Edicts
First thing’s first, and I must
mention the AGM, which will
be held on Sunday 16th
February, at its usual location at Gaydon in Warwickshire (Heritage Motor Centre). This is a chance for you
to come and have your say
about how the club is run.
Coffee will be served at
10.30, and the meeting itself will start at 11.00. It’s
also a chance to have a
quick (or slow) nose around
the Motor Museum as well,
which is always quite interesting.
Right, now that that’s out of
the way, what a busy year
we have had. I can certainly understand now why
many bears need to go into
hibernation over the winter
months. There has been a
huge amount of activities
throughout the year, which
have been organized by all
of our regions. It really is
hard to get around all of
them, but the good part is
that there’s bound to be one
near you in 2014. Just take
a look at the Forthcoming
Events List on Page 43, contact the organizer, and start
filling out your diary.
The main cover photo this
time is from the NEC, at
which we broke a club record - again. I particularly
liked the big notice hanging

from the hall roof directing
people towards our Dream
Rides area. You can see it
at the top of the photo, and
it was really hard to miss
whilst you were there.
Hearty congratulations to
Andrew and his team for
putting together the show so
successfully - it really is a
large number of months in
the planning. Andrew’s report, and a few pictures,
start on Page 24.
The second cover photograph is from the London
event that you started to
read about in the last
magazine. You can read
the second and concluding
part right now.
Our membership is growing
stronger and larger, and I
think that we now have a
record number of current
members in the club, so we
must be doing something
right. I won’t give you the
figure, I’ll leave that honour
to Hilary on Page 6.
There are reports on other
events that you can catch up
on from the past year if you
weren’t there (or even if you
were there).
Alasdair
Campbell tells us about his
European Tour in a 1994
Jaguar XJS, there is a presentation to The Education
Centre for Children with
Downs Syndrome by The

Polar Bears, Trevor Woodward talks about his evening
with Johnny Herbert, Horace
Marks describes his day at
Curborough with The Shire
Bears, we have a brief profile of Naomi House and
Jacksplace Hospice for Children and Young People,
plus also the usual reports
from across our regions.
In fact, there has been so
much to put into this edition
of the magazine that I’ve
had to hold back some articles for the next one, as well
as expand this particular
magazine to a mammoth 44
pages. It’s easily the biggest edition that we have
had during my time as editor (well, 4 pages anyway).
However, this doesn’t mean
that you can rest on your
laurels, as the next edition is
traditionally the hardest to
fill, as most Bears have been
hibernating over the last
few months. The threat of
having to put some of my
holiday pictures in the
magazine seems to have
worked this time, but the
threat still stands for the
next magazine, so please
keep the articles coming in.

……….I MUST
MENTION THE
AGM, WHICH
WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY 16TH
FEBRUARY, AT ITS
USUAL
LOCATION AT
GAYDON IN
WARWICKSHIRE

Happy reading, even happier driving, happy new
year, and all that.
Keith Borkett
keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Spring 2014

Articles submitted by end February 2014

Magazine delivery early April 2014

Summer 2014

Articles submitted by end May 2014

Magazine delivery early July 2014
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter
I would like to start by wishing everyone a very merry
Christmas and a prosperous
and happy New Year for
2014.
Especially for the
Sporting Bears Motor Club
and its 25th birthday.

THE SPORTING BEARS
MOTOR CLUB HAS HAD
A RECORD BREAKING
YEAR IN 2013 SO
PLEASE DO ALL YOU
CAN TO HELP US BREAK
EVEN MORE RECORDS
IN 2014. HAVE A
GREAT MOTORING
YEAR PUTTING THE FUN
INTO FUNDRAISING.
THANK YOU ALL FOR
BEING MEMBERS OF
THE BEST MOTOR CLUB
IN THE COUNTRY.

I write these notes in November each year and, while it is
strange to be giving seasons’
greetings so early, it is,
really, the end of the year
for the Club. There are a
few Christmas meals organised by the regional groups
but otherwise that’s pretty
much it until next year. But
what a year we’ve had!
There has been a packed
and varied list of events; old
favourites resurrected - The
Caper Revival - many old
favourites; newer activities
rapidly becoming much anticipated regulars, and
Max’s incredible Westminster
day out. From April to September there was a Sporting
Bears’ event practically
every weekend and, on September 8th there were THREE
events - unheard of. Not so
long ago having two events
on the same weekend caused
problems by stretching our
resources too thinly.
The year reached its usual
rip-roaring finale at the NEC
for the Classic Car Show
starring the Sporting Bears
Dream Rides. I know Andrew
had his work cut out this year
with changes in management
in the show organisation and
our ‘Garage’ greatly reduced in space: all this on
top of the usual headaches
such a major event throws up.
All the hard work paid off,
literally, and a record
amount was raised - but you
will have to read Andrew’s
report to find out just what
that record total was. If you
haven’t made it up to the
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NEC before, then I do urge
you to come along and find
out just what your Club can
do when everyone gets stuck
in on a grand scale. There
are Club members now who
come up every year from
Guernsey and the West
Country and those Polar’s
who travel down every year
from Scotland. It is hard
work but people wouldn’t be
making these commitments if
it wasn’t rewarding. There
are jobs to suit all tastes and
abilities so if you fancy it
next year, even just for one
day, please get in touch and
you will be most welcome.
I would like to thank everyone involved at the organisational level of the show, including, at the risk of getting
a bit Christmassy, the three
Kings, Bryan Kathy and Ben,
who make all of the arrangements for the photographs of the Dream Riders
(about 1,000 photos over the
weekend), Kim Dobbs who
sorts out the drivers and
makes sure we have enough
cars for the whole weekend
and Steve Chant, our Garage planner, organiser and
all-round task master. Pulling everything together, liaising with the NEC and the
show organisers for the year
leading up to the event, and
making sure that nothing is
overlooked is Andrew Lake
who deserves a huge amount
of praise and appreciation.
Thank you to those named
above and everyone else
who put in so much work to
make this our best show yet.
Looking forward to 2014 it
looks like we will have even
more events, starting as usual
with our AGM at Gaydon on
Sunday 16th February. All
are welcome, full details can
be found elsewhere in this
august publication.
The

events calendar will be
showing all events proposed
so far, although some may
not have received the full go
ahead at the time of publication. More will follow so
please keep an eye on the
website and pass on the information to those you know
who have still managed to
avoid the computer age.
We will, of course, be back
at Kimbolton again for,
probably, the best Country
Fayre and Classic Car Show
in the UK. And the finale for
2014, of course, is our Silver
Celebration to mark the
Club’s 25th birthday, 3rd-5th
October 2014.
The Sporting Bears Motor
Club has had a record
breaking year in 2013 so
please do all you can to help
us break even more records
in 2014. Have a great motoring year putting the fun
into fundraising. Thank you
all for being members of the
best Motor Club in the country.
Mike McSean
sbchairman@ntlworld.com

THE TOUR WITH NO NAME
Friday 9th to Sunday 11th May 2014

Calling all Bears,
Following on from the success of last year’s Caper Revival, we are pleased to announce that The Fat Lamb will once again be holding a touring
weekend this coming Spring. We will be following our tried and trusted recipe comprising equal measures of sociable company and general
merriment mixed in with a good handful of interesting automobiles, a modicum of fine food and just a hint of alcohol to aid lubrication - all
served up with a generous accompaniment of superb driving on our quiet country lanes and sweeping open roads, amidst some of the most
spectacular countryside in England.
We will once again be trying to raise funds for a local children’s charity, and the Fat Lamb will again be donating 10 percent of our food and
accommodation sales, and will hope to persuade other participating businesses to do likewise. Last year we raised an impressive £2,250 for the
Eden valley Children’s Hospice, but I don’t want to set this as a target to beat nor put participants under any pressure. This is primarily a social
weekend, and whilst I was amazed at the generosity of people at last year’s auction, I am by no means expecting a repeat this year. We will
do our best to raise what we can, but I don’t want members feeling they are going to get mugged in the name of charity if they choose to join
us.
Outline for the weekend
As with last year, we are offering the option of a two or three night stay. I have provisionally booked The Kings Head and Stouphillgate B&B,
so initially we have room for just twenty cars on the tour - plus one or two locally based members who may wish to join us for the tours and evening festivities. If demand exceeds supply we may well try to secure more accommodation, but other constraints means we have to put a cap at
28 cars (including ourselves).
Friday
The weekend will be run along similar lines to last year, with arrivals and registration on the Friday followed by a buffet style meal and an
informal evening to renew old acquaintances and forge new friendships. Transport will be laid on for those not staying at the Fat Lamb.
Saturday
Saturday will involve a full days driving following a set route (or trying to) over the high Pennines, with associated morning coffee, lunch at an
interesting venue and afternoon tea stops. This year, we will build “pealing off points” into the latter part of the route, where people who have
had enough of the driving can head off back to base - but for the keen drivers we will aim to keep the complete route in the region of 180 to
190 miles.
Transport will again be laid on for Saturday night which will comprise of a four course dinner followed by a fund raising Casino Evening. Dress
will be informal, but, as last year’s sixties themed fancy dress proved so popular, we are inviting those of you who would like to, to take a step
even further back in time and join us for a thirties prohibition evening. The booze will be in full flow - provided nobody grasses on us to the FEDS
- so break out the double breasted suits, the flapper dresses, feather boas and fedora’s, to join us at the Fat Lamb Speakeasy. Bob the Sax and
his Banjo Band will be providing us with a bit of Trad Jazz entertainment, and following dinner you are invited to join Paulo (the Fixer), Angelo
(the Godmother) and Mikey (the Knife) in the Casino.
Casino Fund Raiser
An array of glittering prizes will be on offer to tempt you in. To win one of the many items we have on offer you will need to be able to pay us
in Casino Chips - the more chips you have the better your chance of securing a great prize. Opening stakes can be purchased from the house
with all funds raised being donated to this year’s charity. To increase your pot you need to play the tables - or buy more chips. Don’t worry - all
will become clear on the night.
Sunday
Sunday will once again be a much more relaxing day with shorter driving and a more prolonged mid-day stop incorporating alternative means
of transport and a light lunch. We are heading through the Trough of Bowland into Lancashire, where we will rendezvous with Kingfisher - a
luxury canal widebeam boat for a leisurely sail up the Lancaster Canal with lunch on board. After disembarking we will again be met by a
vintage bus from Cumbria Classic Coaches which will return us to our cars for either departure homeward or return to the Fat Lamb. Dinner on
Sunday night will, as last year, be left open for you to choose where you want to dine, and is not included in the package.
Outline Costs
We hope to achieve all this for £210 per couple to include dinner on the two nights, all coffee, tea, lunch stops etc, plus other ancillaries associated with the trips. Accommodation at The Fat Lamb and the Kings Head will be £94.00 per couple per night (not sure of Stouphillgate rate as
yet) but I am once again pleased to announce that both the Kings Head and Stouphillgate will be joining the Fat Lamb in donating 10% of their
accommodation sales to the charity.
The Tour with no Name
Bob Smith, the original “Caper” organiser, has gently asked if we wouldn’t mind dropping the Caper epithet from the title, and Lord March
appears to have claimed “The Revival” for his own (and we wouldn’t want people to get the two confused), consequently we are, for the time
being, a tour with no name.
So here’s the first challenge - we want you to come up with the new name for the tour. Whether you have been on a past Caper or not, and
whether or not you are considering coming on this one, please e-mail your suggestions to enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk. The winning name will be
incorporated in the entry forms and registration documents which will follow in due course.
What to do if you are interested
Expressions of interest only and number of nights required are required at this stage, to confirm viability, before forwarding entry forms. Give
me a call on 015396 23242, send me an e-mail enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk, or write me a letter to The Fat Lamb, Ravenstonedale, Kirkby
Stephen, Cumbria. CA17 4LL. All accommodation to be booked through ourselves - please do not jump the gun - we need you to book the tour
first then the accommodation.
Happy driving……………….
……………………………………….Paul Bonsall (Grizzly Bear)

BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
Well, my congratulations go to all the organisers of this year’s SBMC events, because not only has a lot of money been
raised for the charity fund, but a lot of people have been sufficiently impressed by the
Club’s activities to want to join up and join
in. So the membership has gone from 583
in mid-August to 651 at present (end of
November).
The Classic Motor Show at the NEC was
particularly enjoyable (although at times I
felt that we were being besieged by the
public, determined to get a good view of
the Dream Rides garage) because it gave
me the chance to talk to a lot of you and put
faces to names. Nice to meet you all. So

welcome to the newcomers, who are listed
below.
Finally, may I explain that we have recently
moved house, from Hitchin in Hertfordshire
to Shefford in Bedfordshire (no great distance) but since the Post Office will be redirecting mail for the next 6 months, either
address is acceptable for the time being.
Our phone number and email addresses are
unchanged.
Hilary
SBMC.Membership@virginmedia.com

A very warm welcome to the following new members:
…..A LOT OF
PEOPLE HAVE
BEEN SUFFICIENTLY
IMPRESSED BY THE
CLUB’S ACTIVITIES
TO WANT TO
JOIN UP AND
JOIN IN. SO THE
MEMBERSHIP HAS
GONE FROM 583
IN MID-AUGUST
TO 651…..
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Phil Howarth
Warren Longshaw
Correy & Elizabeth Voo
Jason & Rhiannon Pratchett
Lee Flecknor
Alvin & Ingrid Wiggins
James & Emma Saxty
Peter Buckle
Phillip Parsons & Fiona Lacy
Steve Shaw
James, Teresa & Phil Martin
Chris Beauvoisin
Dave & Caroline Brown
Dale Woodhead
Steve & Katherine Watts
Brian & Viv Jewsbury
Colin Robson
Steven Shaw
Peter & Elissa Sheppard
Richard Maxwell
Alan & Alison Meaker
Lev Osman
Alistair King
Kevin Asbridge
Darren Rowley
Lawrence Kett
Mandi Pullen
Mark Feighan
John Daws
Alex Walsh
Paul & Joseph Steel
Henry Boler & Ben Herrington
Michelle Leney & Jamie
Cashman
Thomas Gunn & Cherie Timney-Gunn
David, Valerie & Thomas
Forrest

Wallasey
Amersham
Leighton Buzzard
Bridgend
Kettering
Newark
Preston
Kenilworth
Bath
Chandlers Ford
Bulmer
Cheltenham
Broughton
Lytham
High Wycombe
Matlock
Accrington
Fareham
Rugby
Burton upon Trent
Raunds
Forest Row
Tettenhall
Chester
Coventry
Walton on Thames
Lichfield
Coventry
Sutton in Ashfield
High Wycombe
Birmingham
Lyndhurst
Eastbourne
Buckie
Bulkington

Stuart Deeley
Andrew Dobson
Alan & Carl Sheehan
Sean Doyle
Benjamin Clow
Ian Wild
James Pryor
Lee Downing
Sam Cox & Elliott Lee
Ghulam Nabbi
Mark Harries
Simon Lewthwaite
Iain Furness
Simon Lee
Mark & Joanne Williams
Sean & Sue Baker
Andy Freer
Chris & Suzanne Poole
Simon Bennett
Polly Guy & Philip Stringer
David Knight
Simon & Sharon Firmin
Daniel & Amanda Holmes
Paul & Caroline Jiggins
Shaun Leach
Robert & Sandra Binion
Gary & Val Dixon
Mitch Vidler
John Holden
Matt Millard
John Ward
James Woodward
Ross Hendersen & Stacey
Goodman
Lucie Steed, Stuart Herbert &
John Hutchinson

Nantwich
Wistaton
Gravesend
West Ewell
Dewsbury
Sleaford
Curridge
Redditch
Connah's Quay
Halifax
Redditch
Whittington
Meopham
Liverpool
Coventry
Buckingham
Yateley
Standlake
Coventry
Bergh Apton
Upminster
Kettering
Fairburn
Shrewsbury
Bicester
Romford
Allostock
London
Faringdon
West Camel
Huntingdon
Bristol
Christchurch
Desborough

WINTER 2013/2014
Charity Secretary’s Report
You can’t get away from it! One of our biggest news stories of the year - a record
£41,148 raised at this year’s Classic Car
Show!
We had asked each of the regions to nominate a charity for
support. The Polar’s chose The
Scottish Association
for Children with
Heart Disorders,
which was formed
as a new charity in
2004. They support children by funding “Heartstart” Defibrillators (£1,116.00) and
CoaguChek® XS Connect
devices (£78.00).
These machines check anticoagulant blood levels and
results can be shared rem o t e l y
with healthcare professionals who can adjust a dose of
Warfarin accordingly, leaving
children free to get on with
what really matters - spending time with friends and family, and having
fun!
Derian House Children’s Hospice was the
North West Bears’ choice; a well-loved children’s hospice that we have supported often
over the years.

The hospice has developed a partnership of
care with families which is sensitive to the
needs of the whole family in providing an
approach to care and support as individual
as they are.
They are currently supporting more than
300 families who have a child with a life
shortening illness, and a further 200 who
are receiving bereavement support. For
them, Derian House is the means by which
they deal with the highs and lows of their
child’s illness and its aftermath.

The Midland Bears supported The Marfan
Trust. Marfan syndrome is a genetic disorder that affects the body’s connective tissue,

which holds all the body’s cells, organs and
tissue together. It also plays an important
role in helping the body grow and develop
properly.
A single abnormal (mutant) gene on Chromosome 15 causes the condition. Children
and adolescents with Marfan Syndrome
look and feel different and restrictions are
imposed on them because of their poor eyesight, lax painful joints and cardiac problems.

YOU CAN’T GET
AWAY FROM IT!
ONE OF OUR
BIGGEST NEWS
Even the games other children play are frequently too dangerous for children with
Marfan syndrome. Marfan syndrome and
related disorders can cut lives short, particularly when they go unchecked, and they
deeply affect the quality of life of the individuals and families coping with the disorders. Marfan syndrome and related disorders affect not only individuals but also the
people who love them. The Marfan Trust
stands with and for the whole community.
The Shire Bears have recently
introduced us to The Daisy
Chain Club. This Club is a
social and leisure group for
families who have a child with
a disability or special needs,
and their siblings. The club is run by parents
who all have a child with a disability or
special needs. Every activity includes siblings on an equal basis.
They give all the children in the family opportunities to play; and make choices and
experience new things in a safe and happy
environment.

Page 7

STORIES OF THE
YEAR - A
RECORD
£41,148 RAISED
AT THIS YEAR’S
CLASSIC CAR
SHOW!

BEAR FACTS
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
The Koala Bears are
s u p p o r t i n g
Winston’s Wish - the
West Sussex branch
based in Horsham.
The charity was set up to support bereaved children; it helps
young people re-adjust to life after the death of a parent or
sibling. Every 22 minutes a child in Britain is bereaved of a
parent; this equates to 24,000 new children each year learning to live with a powerful range of confusing and conflicting

emotions. Winston’s offers practical support and guidance
that many need in order to cope throughout the grieving
process.
Winston’s Wish is now recognised as the leading organisation
in this field, and its pioneering model of family support has
been adapted and used by many other organisations
throughout the UK and abroad.
The Surfin’ Bears had chosen The
Royal Navy and Royal Marines
Children’s Fund for support this
year. They are the only charity
dedicated to supporting children
whose parents work, or have
worked, for the Naval Service.
The Children’s Fund has expanded over the years and now
provides support for childcare,
special needs education, days
out and in-home support in times of crisis. An area of particular growth has been the Charity’s focus on assisting children within its remit who have special needs. This work now
accounts for nearly half of its awards to beneficiaries. The
needs of the children are always paramount, and help is
provided when it is not available from statutory sources.
While at the NEC we were fortunate to meet Mark, Karen
and their children. Mark has set up “Powerslide Rides” - the
sandrail and space frame specialists creating the unique expedition off-road “X-Bugs” and sandrails at the “Dream
Shack”.
Following a visit to Headley Court Military Rehabilitation
Centre he and his family found a new focus in their lives and
turned the little workshop into a charity that brings real challenges and adventures with proper participation and interaction to all sorts of disabled, disadvantaged and life limited
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children and adults. They also offer workshop experiences to
the same people; for Work Experience and providing opportunities for Community Payback. They also provide an
education facility to help with basic skills for those who
missed out at school.
They have been working closely with the RNRMCF and have
been raffling a buggy over the last few months to support
the charity which they brought to the Classic Car Show - or at
least they would have done except…
Mark thought the last one was getting a bit old and dilapidated so he decided to make a
whole new car for
the NEC starting on
the Monday night
before the Show! A
testament to his
attitude for charity
he worked his socks off getting it all ready, painted; tested
and MOT’d in time, all in 54 hours he told me!
http://www.marksdreamshack.com/index.htm
We did not have any staff from the charities attending this
year, probably because we invited the children and families
in the first instance. As some families had considerable distances to travel with potentially very sick children, we did not
expect to see them. However the families from The Daisy
Chain Club more than made up for any absences.
Thomas
and
Derek
Lemon
came to the
Show; Rebecca
came with Nick,
Christopher and
Thomas
…..
and Mark and
Christine with
their son Kial.
Christine wrote
to me afterwards to say
“We
just
wanted to write
and say a very
big thank you
for your kind
hospitality today. Kial had
a great time
riding in the cars; he still has a smile on his face. You all do
a really great job and it shows that you enjoy what you do.
Thanks for picking Daisy Chain as one of your charities; you
(Continued on page 11)

WINTER 2013/2014
Unsung Hero 2013
The Henry Weitzmann Trophy
Every year at the NEC we present the Club’s only
official award, The Henry Weitzmann Trophy. This is an award for tireless work
behind the scenes, to someone who
puts so much into the Club but shuns
the spotlight and someone who
doesn’t hold any official post within
the Bears. This year there were,
again, five candidates. All members of the committee take part in a
secret ballot and I am pleased to
announce that the winner this year is
Kim Dobbs.
Kim’s highest profile within the Club is
organising the drivers for the NEC,
and keeping them in check over the
weekend! Anyone who has attended the NEC for Dream Rides
since it began will know Kim and
know also that you will follow her
instructions and not argue. Kim
used to just marshal the drivers
through the booking in once they
had arrived at the show and then
keep them in check, but since Mick
Bryan took a step back and handed
over to the new team, Kim has really

come into her own. Gone are the days of
wondering if we will have enough cars
with willing drivers. Kim now has a
database of members able to do
Dream Rides and will know exactly who to expect and when
they will roll, rumble or roar
through the Garage doors.
Kim, a very early member of the
Club, is also a vital part of the
Midland Bears group. While not
holding an official post she supports tours and is active in helping the Midland Bears to be the
success they are. It was Kim who
made the contact and organised
the Coventry Festival of Motoring
event which has now become a fixture in the calendar.
Anyone can nominate a candidate
for these awards so if you know a
worthy potential winner, please
email me or any member of the committee.
Mike McSean

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members now meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If
you are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday
of each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.00 pm. The pub is in Ecton
Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email shirebears@tiscali.co.uk if you require any information
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BEAR FACTS
SILVERSTONE CLASSIC 25/26/27 JULY 2014
The club has again registered for members to receive the two for the price of one ticket offer for the Silverstone
Classic this year. When booking, please use our club reference code C14052 to participate in the special car
club deal.
Early Bird Tickets Advance Tickets
(until Mar 31)
(until 5 pm Jul
24)

Child Tickets
(Age 6 to 16)

3 Day Weekend

£95

£110

£11

2 Day Fri/Sat

£70

£80

£8.50

2 Day Sat/Sun

£80

£90

£8.50

Friday

£33

£39

£5.50

Saturday

£50

£57

£5.50

Sunday

£45

£50

£5.50

Ticket prices include the booking fee. Orders will be subject to a single transaction fee to cover the cost of P&P.
Children under 5 go free.
Please contact Mike Gardner on mikeg2e51@talktalk.net to let him know your intention to attend so that sufficient space can be booked in our display area, and the number of cars participating in the parade laps of the
circuit. See page 33 for the full advertisement of the weekend.
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WINTER 2013/2014
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 8)

have made it possible for Kial to do something he would
never normally do (he is
not good at queues or
big groups of people
due to his anxiety issues),
but the way we were
welcomed into the Sporting Bears stand was brilliant, so thank you again
and look forward to seeing you all soon.

we could continue and now we should be able to help even
more families in 2014.”
Driving Mrs Iley……a common dilemma!
What do you buy your 82 year old mother, who has everything she needs, for her birthday? Why, a Dream Ride of
course!
With the help of Bryan King, Mrs Iley was chauffeured
around the Oxfordshire country side by Steve Jacobs in “his
gorgeous Aston Martin DBS” in celebration of her birthday in

P.S Mark still has a big smile on his face as well!”
The look on the boys’ faces makes everything all
worthwhile!
Rebecca has told us that the money they receive
from this year’s NEC will form the deposit for their
15th Birthday celebration treat in 2015. The children would love to go to Disney and she is sure
that our donation will help towards that dream for
them; after all we are
what dreams are all
about!
Karen at Alfe’s Cause
has written to thank the
Bears for featuring their
information on the
Sporting Bears website when they
needed votes for the Lloyds Community fund. “Today we
received confirmation that we had made 2nd place resulting
in us been awarded £3,000.”
“This means that we can now begin to lay the foundations of
phase 2 for Alfe's Cause which is:
 To raise childhood cancer awareness symptoms within
Northamptonshire.
 To set up a support group for parents whose children
are post treatment/ in remission.
 To continue arranging monthly activity meetings for
families to decrease the social isolation associated with
long term childhood illness.

We also recently had a successful meeting with Poppy's
Place (http://www.poppysplace.org.uk/) who have offered
to work alongside us and provide counselling for the children
and their families affected by cancer.
None of this would be have been possible without your support because when Sporting Bears donated to us last year
we were at a crucial time of being low on funds and having
to decide whether to close the group. Your input meant that

October. It must have been a splendid drive as Zoe’s Hospice in Coventry are now in receipt of £100 which was kindly
donated by Mrs Iley’s family.
Back in August we were very lucky to be given pairs of tickets for the Johnny Herbert Evening while he was touring the
UK. The Polars were able to auction the tickets for the shows
in Newcastle on 16th October and one in Motherwell on 20th
October.
Very generous Polars Trevor Woodward bid £200 for the
Newcastle evening; the money going to Zoe's Place, Middlesbrough; Richard Levin bid £100 for the Motherwell evening
and the money went to REACT for their work in Scotland.
Down south Haven House Hospice staff were delighted to
attend one of Johnny’s local shows and took their charity
bucket along which raised over £60 in the interval.
Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary
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BEAR FACTS
The Shire Bears Pre-hibernation Report - Mike Gardner
It is hard to believe that 2013 is drawing to a close, doesn`t time fly when
you are having fun ? But what a year!
culminating in an amazing record
breaking result at the NEC `Classic Car
Show with just over £41,000 raised!
Stalwart members of Shire Bears
played their part in this great success
and much credit goes to all concerned.
During the weekend it was a privilege
to pay host to some of the young people and families from Daisy Chain –
Northampton that the Shire Bears are
supporting in the forthcoming year or
so. This was masterminded as ever by
Carline McSean, and it was great to
see them enjoying the show and the
action and hospitality of the club stand
and garage area. Thanks go to the
drivers who took time out from `money
making` Dream Rides to give the
youngsters and parents alike an unexpected dream ride of a lifetime. They
all went home with huge smiles and the
kind e-mails I have received on their
return home really shows what a difference the Sporting Bears can make to
their very challenging lives.
A small but perfectly formed group of
members mustered at the fabulous location of Blenheim Palace for the International Horse Trials in September to soak
up the ambiance of this event , publicise
the Sporting Bears, and admire the
antics of the fabulous fillies (and the
horses too !). Unfortunately the weather

was less than fabulous - being cold and
miserable and this clearly impacted on
the disappointing turn out by Shire Bear
members, which was unfortunate after
all the work that Dave Muttock had put
in co-ordinating this and arranging the
complimentary tickets and passes.
On 21st September the Curborough
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Sprint Circuit track day proved to be a
continued successful annual event and
realised a total of £386.00 from the
drivers involved – well done. This
money together with funds raised at
other local Shire Bears events totalling
£1,204.75 will be donated to the Thomas Fund in due course.
The weather was also somewhat indifferent the following weekend when
members took eight cars to the premises
of Mello who are based in Daventry,
Northants to say a BIG thank you for
the company`s on-going support of
Sporting Bears by providing the clubs
stationery needs free. The company
provided a barbeque of splendidly
tasty sausages and burgers with copious amounts of coffee to keep us warm

whilst drivers took staff and family
members for a blat of a few miles
round local roads for a freebie `Dream
Ride`. Mello is not a large multinational
conglomerate, but a modest sized local
firm and their continued support is much
appreciated. Staff donated a further
£90.15 on the day to the collection
box.

Christmas festivities are rapidly approaching and twenty Shire Bears will
be wining and dining at the riverside
Britannia Inn, Northampton on Friday
6th December for our Christmas Fayre
night which replaces the normal December club night. In time honoured fashion
a raffle of donated prizes will be held
whereby Trevor Maycock will demonstrate his innate skills in coaxing money
out of the mildly inebriated for a worthy cause. Proceeds will go to our chosen charity.
Plans are afoot for events that the Shire
Bears will be attending in 2014 and
these will appear on the Forthcoming
Events page. It is also intended to arrange the occasional purely `social`
event which invariably proves popular
with members and helps cement the
fabric of the club together and promote
that particular bonhomie within the club.
Currently on the drawing board is a
scenic run out to the Norfolk coast taking in a visit to the Caithness Glass Visitor Centre at Kings Lynn and perhaps
fish & chips by the sea at Hunstanton.
Subject to approval this may take place
in May.
Well it is now nearly time for this particular bear to grab a large pot of
honey and crawl off into a large hollow
log until the Spring so it remains only to
wish everyone in the Sporting Bears a
very happy Christmas and good health
and happiness in the New Year.
Mike Gardner
Area Representative.
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Charity Thank You Letters
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BEAR FACTS
Range Rollers 2013 European Adventure - Alasdair Campbell
In early February I met up with two
friends to hatch a plan.
Xavier, a Belgian automotive engineer,
had discovered a video clip featuring
a Caterham 7 owner enjoying an evening's drive on Welsh country roads.
Inspired, he contacted Kristof, in Germany, and myself, in Scotland, to suggest we do something similar. Somewhere between the coffee and the
carrot cake, during our lunchtime meeting in a Coventry cafe, our plan to hire
a couple of Caterhams for a day to
belt around some country roads, spiraled wildly out of control.
Using Google Earth, we zoomed out a
little too far and discovered a whole
continent of roads waiting to
be driven on. There was now
only one thing we could do,
so we all went home to buy
a suitable car to cover
4000km over two weeks
and 10 countries. Being British, I would have to buy British, and Kris, the German,
would have to buy German.
Thinking it a little unfair to
force Xav to buy Belgian,
we agreed he could choose
any kind of car liked.

led me to make one of the best decisions of my life. I immediately jumped
on a plane and flew to Northern Ireland to purchase a 53,000 mile, 1994
Jaguar XJS I had spotted on Gumtree.
Yes, there were a few flecks of paint
missing along the side, and yes, the
front suspension was a little dodgy,
and yes the "check-engine" light did
come on during the test drive, but
something just felt right about it. The
price was agreed and within an hour
of landing in Northern Ireland the deal
was done and I was now the owner of
my dream car.
On Monday, the 3rd of June, I took
the Jaguar XJS, along with Archie the
Bear, to the "Cinquantenaire" in Brus-

I began to filter down
through the list of British cars
to take on the journey. Last year the
Vauxhall Astra GTC performed brilliantly on my UK tour, but there was
just something uninspiring about using
the Vauxhall on a tour like this. Autotrader, Ebay, Top Marques - all the
classified ads were scoured for something that wouldn't break the bank,
would last the whole journey and
would looked good doing it. A TVR
Chimaera caught my eye. I could see it
stealing the show over anything the
other two could rustle up, but what
would it be like for 4000km? There
was really only one man I could turn to
with questions of this nature. Double
TVR owner and Polar Bear, Andrew
Carrie.

sels' Jubilee Park - the starting point of
the Range-Rollers 2013 European Adventure. (Since the non-UK types
among us couldn't join the Sporting
Bears, we came up with the RangeRollers brand for our road-trip instead.) Giving the XJS a fair fight, Kris
arrived in his suitably silver, '93 Mercedes SL. Sourced in Stuttgart, Kris'
convertible was traditional Mercedes elegant, powerful and built like a
tank. Xav had also put his trust in
the German marque, choosing the
shorter and more modern SLK.
Xav's black Mercedes lead the way
as we left the Cinquantenaire to
begin a two week adventure
through the heart of Europe.

Andrew's carefully considered advice

Last year, the money raised for the
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Sporting Bears on my UK trip went to
the wheelchair skills charity WhizzKidz, so this year we decided to raise
money for them again with this adventure. Whizz-Kidz provide cool hightech wheelchairs, built to transform a
disabled child's life, and they organise
camps and training sessions to help
give kids the same sense of freedom
and independence that we, as drivers,
experienced when we first learned to
drive.
Our route took us across Belgium and
into Luxembourg where we discovered
the enchanting roads of a region
known as Petite-Suisse (Little Switzerland) before aiming for our first overnight stop in Northern France. Following a morning drive through
the mediaeval villages and
vineyards we stopped to catch
up with an old friend in the
charming little city of Besancon. From there we drove over
the Col de la Faucille stopping
at the summit to take in a remarkable sunset before descending to our digs in Geneva.
The next day's drive through
Switzerland took in the south
shores of the magnificent Lake
Geneva, and the long straight
drive through the industrial
Rhone Valley. From the town of Brig
we began the ascent towards the
Furka Pass. Climbing through countless
characteristic Swiss hamlets, we were
enjoying the fairy tale scenery of the
Alps when we suddenly found a cordon across the road. The Furka Pass
was closed "due to an avalance risk."
Tip-toeing back to the nearest village,
Ulrichen, we found the Alpina Hotel,
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Range Rollers 2013 European Adventure (cont’d)
who very kindly arranged 3 rooms for
us for the night, when we explained
our predicament.
The staff at the hotel also saved us a
huge detour back to Brig the next day,
by telling us about a car-train and
tunnel that has been carved through

and enjoy the
view. Just when
we thought the
view
couldn't
get any better,
a magnificent
1933 Lagonda
powered out of

1933 Lagonda

Furka Motor Rail

the mountain to bypass the frequent
road closures. The terminal was just 5
minutes along the road, so after a
good night's sleep and a fabulous
breakfast, we packed up and headed
for the Furka Motor-Rail. The simple,
open-sided train had 5 or 6 carraiges
and carried about 30 cars through the
mountains in 15 minutes. Driving off
the train at the far side, we began the
most incredible serpantine descent to
the mouth of another alpine tunnel.
Several minutes later, and still travelling at the speed limit, we began to
realise this wasn't any old tunnel. At
over 10 miles long, the St. Gotthard
Tunnel is the third longest road tunnel
in the world.
Emerging from the darkness into an
entirely new landscape, we followed
the short and surprisingly beautiful
highway section from the tunnel to the
town of Lugano. While the town itself
wasn't particularly special, Lake
Lagano was one of the most unexpectedly picturesque places. Just inside the
Italian Border, we stopped at a cafe
by the roadside in Porlezza, at the
head of the lake, to have some pasta

the nearby road tunnel and pulled up in
front of the cafe! A
newly-wed British
couple were touring
the region in the
beautiful machine.
After lunch we bid
them farewell and continued on our
own journey to the more famous Lake
Como. Not quite as picturesque as
Lake Lugano, Como was certainly the
more glamorous place to be and so
we stopped to enjoy our first true Italian coffee in the piazza by the lakeside.
Our destination that evening was Brescia, the historic starting point of the
Mille Miglia. The following day we
went in search of the Adriatic coast.
On the map there seemed to be a
road running right
down the coastline,
but in reality it
turned out to be a
good 5 or ten miles
away from the sea.
When we did venture off the main
road in search of the
sea, we found less
than welcoming, bullet-riddled signs telling us to go no further!

the flat East-side of Italy brought us to
the Oldest Republic in the World, SanMarino. The roads in and around this
tiny nation make for wonderfully engaging driving and we found ourselves recreating some of the epic
Mercedes vs Jaguar battles of days
gone by as we chased each other
through the hills and villages.
San Marino was the southern-most
point of our journey and is a truly
charming and special place. We took
the time to explore the mediaeval
town centre including the two castle
towers which cast their shadow over
the surrounding region. It was at the
top of these towers, the highest point
for miles around, where we got our
first and final glimpse of the Adriatic
Sea.
Part 2 of Alasdair’s European Adventure will appear in the next Bear Facts

The long run down
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BEAR FACTS
SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the new web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk

Polars Cheque Presentation
Polars Bob and Ann Selby, along with Polar Cubs Claire
Howie and Chris Pollen met with Mike Vening, Chief Executive Officer of the Education Centre for Children with Downs
Syndrome to present him with a cheque for £475. The
money was raised through re-homing bears and generous
donations from the public who attended the Classics at Corbridge Show earlier this summer.
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.

www.sportingbears.co.uk/SBMC_Search.htm
ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.

Email picture(s) and a written report to
pip.andy@tiscali.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
An Evening with Johnny Herbert - Trevor Woodward
Trevor successfully bid £200 for the pair
of tickets for the event held in Newcastle, and they had a great time by the
sounds of it. This is Trevor’s report.
What an opportunity !!!!!!!!!!!
The chance to meet the legend that is
Johnny Herbert triple grand prix winner, Le Mans winner and he drove a
Lotus! What more could a mere mortal
like me wish for?
We arrived at a wet and windy Newcastle City Hall at precisely 6.30 pm as
requested to be greeted
by .....“Sporting...who?” Well, eventually someone from Nippa Productions
appeared, still a little confused, but we
managed to explain what we were
doing there and were whisked off
down the back passages of NCH. Enroute the walls were lined with signed
posters of Cliff Richard, Roy Chubby
Brown and other mega stars. On arrival at the star's dressing room we were
greeted by a very relaxed JH who
had just driven 4 hours, thrashing his
daughter’s Mito to within an inch of its
life.
You could tell that Johnny was used to
the high life, we were only in the room
minutes when he broke out the custard
creams, fig biscuits and garibaldis, all
washed down with coffee from cardboard cups. Now that’s what I call

showbiz!!!. Well, as you can imagine,
the talk soon moved to cars, in particular, the Lotus Evora which Johnny test
drove and then posted the video on
YouTube (I also drive one ). What was
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it like to meet James Hunt (Tracey
wanted to know as we had just been to
see Rush the previous week) and his
thoughts on TVR cars? All too soon the
audience was over, we were given our
'access all areas' passes and told to sit
anywhere, that is anywhere a ticket
holding member of the public was not
sitting! It’s a good job the place was
not fully sold out as we would have
had to have sat on the stage with
Johnny or outside in his Benetton GP
car. This was supposed to be inside
but they could not get it through the
stage doors. I seem to remember
him getting it through tighter gaps
at Silverstone!
We traced our steps back past the
stars and socialised in the foyer
like two 'B' listers (not blisters) at
the Grammy's chatting to each
other and waving our passes, not
that anyone noticed. I did speak
briefly to the two people rattling
buckets for Zoe's Place and was
really sorry to hear about the flooding.
The bell rang so we peered into the
hall to see if we could find a seat, no
problem... we just asked Johnny to
move up!
In the first session Johnny ran through
his career from the early days of his
under age carting, under age formula
Ford and just generally being under
age!!!! His short spell as a driver for
a pharmaceutical supplier in north
London! (well a sort of recreational
pharmaceutical supplier unbeknown to Johnny). With short
breaks to show videos and stills
from his career and footage of his
crash at Brands Hatch, we were
immersed in the naughty nineties...
fast cars and... fast... well for some
of us. But all too soon the 90 minutes had passed and we were
back in the foyer posing. There
was a prize draw and five lucky
winners would get the chance of a
photo with Johnny in his car (I thought
that was included with our package?)
at the end of the show and would be
drawn on stage at the start of the 2nd
session.

The bell sounded and we made our
way to our seats, several rows back
from the front and settled in for the
second session which after the draw (no
luck in the draw) would consist of a
Q&A session. The floor was thrown
open to any questions from the audience which ranged from tyres, kers/ers
(the new kers for 2014) the new regs
for 2014, Eddie Jordan's hairpiece and
was Martin Brundle really as grumpy
as he looks when doing his grid walk?

Someone even wanted to know what
happened at the after race parties...Johnny nicely avoided that one.
All too soon the show was over and the
lucky winners were queuing for photographs in the car in the rain after which
Johnny signed various cards, clothing
and small children! He then sped off
into the night for his return 4 hour Mito
thrashing session. By the way his own
car is a BMW X4... a hairdresser’s car,
his words not mine!
As for yours truly, we headed down the
wet and windy road to dine on kebabs
and lager as the only places still open
at 12.00 on the quayside... what lightweights !!!!!!!!!!
I would like to thank Sporting Bears,
Johnny Herbert, Nippa Productions
(well, maybe not) and all my sponsors,
production team, friends and family for
a wonderful night. Johnny was a great
host and a nice chap, but I will not be
signing up for Sky Sports as Suzy Perry
is much better looking!
Trevor Woodward
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Shire Bears Track Day (My day at Curborough) - Horace Marks
The day dawned dull and a bit drizzly,
but the forecast was for it to be dry
and even the possibility of a bit of sun
during the day. But being dry is the
main thing, especially in my Westfield not the greatest place to be in the wet!
My car had been prepped over the
previous few days, with my new wheels
with their “only work well in really hot
temperatures Federal Z201” tyres on,
and a boot full of assorted spares, I
pushed it out of my garage, ready for
the off. As it wasn’t exactly steaming
hot at 7.45am, and being a bit of a
wimp regarding the cold, I had ensured
that I had a few layers of warm and
waterproof-ish clothing on, and levered
myself aboard, got strapped in, fired
her up and we were off.
The journey for me is around an hour
and a bit and I like to get to the track
in time to help our retiring Area Rep,
Dave Muttock and the others set the
course marker cones out and in the past
have given a bit of a “team talk” to
any of the guys (or girls) who may be
new to track days. This usually being in
the format of “We’ve all driven here in
our cars, let’s have some safe fun on
track and all drive home in them.”
However, things for me were not going
to proceed as planned…..
I’d covered about 20 miles when I noticed that the water temperature
gauge needle was moving upwards,
and then coming back down again
quite quickly. As it was cool at this time
of the morning, this was very unusual,
as, because my car is supercharged
and produces a lot of extra heat, I
have set the running temperature for
my car to be only just off the stop.
After a few more miles, the gauge didn’t return to it’s normal position, but
continued to rise until my electric water
pump warning lights and additional
read-out showed that now there was
something more seriously wrong. I
pulled into the first available turning,
stopped the engine but left the electric
water pump and fan running to get the
temperature down whilst I removed the
bonnet and had a dekko to see if there
was anything obviously wrong, like a
split water hose. There wasn’t, so, after
a few minutes the car’s gauges were

now showing normal temperatures, and
I set off again, hoping that nothing major was transpiring in the engine.
After only another 5 - 10 miles the red
lights started flashing again and I once
again I had to stop and repeat the
cooling down procedure. This happened about five more times at various
interesting places on my journey.
Anyway, after arriving at the track
over an hour and a half later than
planned, I had a nice bacon roll and
coffee and then I had a chance to have
look at the car. Strangely, I could not
find anything obviously wrong, other
that possible having had an airlock in
the water system, so I unloaded all my
kit and had the first of many runs on
the track. As the weather had remained dry but still cool I had absolutely no grip off the line whatsoever so
didn’t feel I could really give it the
beans on the bends as I might have
done with my regular Toyo R888’s.
At the lunch break, we all queued up to
get our choice of hot food, in my case
chicken curry and chips, (what gourmets
we are). I decided to eat mine from
the comfort and cover of my car, so
rested the plate on the back of the
tonneau while I climbed in and got
comfy. Upon twisting around to retrieve my food, the polystyrene plate
broke and the entire contents flipped
upside down, covering the seatbelts,
my coat, a sweatshirt and the transmission tunnel carpet with chips and bright
yellow curry sauce! Fantastic.
After lunch Dave, in what was probably his last duty as Area Rep for the
Shire Bears, presented a hand made
trophy to David Patterson, who is the
Course Secretary for The Shenstone
and District Car Club, which runs the
track. This was to thank them for their
generosity to The Bears and also to
recognise the 50th anniversary of the
first sprint meeting at the track in June
1963. Following this, Dave thanked
everybody for their support in attending and supporting the Bears Day and
spoke of how it depended upon the
ongoing support to ensure we are able
to have our fun on these days. He continued by saying that these days were
dependent upon those people who not

only came along to have their fun, but
also upon those who go a little bit further to help the Club. He unwrapped a
shield plaque and spoke of someone
who, in his opinion, had met these criteria, and then presented this shiny trophy to ……. ME !
Blimey, you could have knocked me
down with a steamroller.
I was
gobsmacked as they say. It’s not often
that I am lost for words, as those of you
that know me will testify, but at that
moment I truly was speechless. However, I composed myself and thanked
Dave and everyone from my mother,
my stylist and my agent etc and after a
few photographs had been taken for
posterity, it was back to the track, for
the afternoon session.
I took a few people round in my car
and was fortunate to get some rides in
cars that I hadn’t been in before, like a
monster De Tomaso Pantera, a big
Mercedes and a super Porsche Carrera. I even got some driving tips
which showed me where I could improve my lines and time.
The afternoon was free of incidents
and it was all too soon time to clear up
and head off home. Even though the
cars on track get a good work-out they
don’t get much actual running time, and
mine had not even got really warm so
as I headed off home I was hoping that
the cooling issues of the inbound journey would not be repeated. Thankfully
everything went perfectly. The thrash
back down the A5 was fast and totally
as it should have been, i.e. cool enginewise. Strange, but a great relief for
me.
I arrived home and unpacked all my
kit, explained to my wife about the
strong smell of curry from my clothes
and the car, and settled down for the
evening to relive the day’s events as I
enjoyed a nice glass of Merlot, and
soon began to drift off to the land of
nod
All in all, a great day out that all came
good in the end.
Thanks Dave for organising the day.
Let’s hope there are more to come.
Horace Marks
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BEAR FACTS
10 Bentleys take 10 children through London - nothing much to report
here.............(part 2)
Part 2 of the article on London....
Well to top that the SEG team then
took us under Admiralty Arch on the
wrong side and the around Trafalgar
Square the wrong way – well it’s just
easier that way! We then came down
to the Thames and as any who drive
this way towards Parliament will know
it is always bumper to bumper. It was
no different for the Bears that day, we
were Bentley bumper to Bentley
Bumper led on the wrong side of the
road again, with London Eye across the
river and Big Ben in sight - we were
nearly there. Turn right with the streets
packed with tourists who must still be
asking, who was that......... line of SEG
bikes now blocking the roads around
Parliament, so the Bentley Bears could
snake in for the final stop, through the
Carriage Gates, past the waiting MPs
cars and round into New Palace Yard.
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Here we are greeted by our Bears
advance party, MPs and my MP,
Stephen Mosley, who without his support and help we would never had
been able to get through the many
Q&As to allow a fleet of 10 cars to
break Parliamentary history by arriving this way.
With special permissions and photography passes for Baz and Paul, drivers
moved the cars to their next exclusive
parking spot, Old Palace Yard which
sits between the Houses of Parliament
and Westminster Abbey and Simon
and myself became £2million key holders so the drivers could catch up with
the families and enjoy a personal tour
of the House of Commons and the
House of Lords by MPs.
WE DID IT!!!!!

Months of planning, meetings, Q&As,
negotiations, form filling, special arrangements, plans and everyone giving
up 2 days to make this happen....it did
happen, it may have seemed a dream
to many, but WE DID IT.
So how to keep the day going. The
families came out of Parliament, enjoyed their lunch boxes (thank you
again Hilton) and proceeded to the
next point of interest, past all the
queues to be greeted by the Dean of
Westminster Abbey and guides, to
have an escorted tour of the Abbey
and its rich history. So through the
doors and for another hour plus the
families took in the views and received
the Deans personal talk, just wow!
Simon and myself were grateful to see
the group return as several hours of
passing tourists saying “are these MPs
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cars?” gets a little repetitive, load up
and across the Thames to our next
point. Again this day has been all
about exclusivity and London Duck
Tours donated a DUCK amphibious
craft so the families could finish their
day in London past the sights from
road and water.....splashdown commence!!! This gave the Bears team time
to grab lunch, once we had parked our
cars outside County Hall.
What a day, load up for the final time,

tired but thrilled families taken back to
the Hilton, to collect their luggage and
make their way home, memories filled
with an amazing access to London, its
roads as no other will see and private
tours of two of the most iconic buildings
in the capital city.

day!
Drive out of London, no police escort
this time and regroup at the services
for the moment Lisa from Bentley became an honorary Bear - she broke
down and thanked us all for allowing
her to be part of such a special day.

We hugged and bid farewell, some
members London bound, Bachi had to
deliver one of the Flying Spurs to a
Bentley Dealership, as the cars were so
new, not even Jack Barclay London
Bentley had a demonstrator........... the
Bentley Bears had 3 Flying Spurs that

Let me explain why this is was so emotional for us all - we all knew that 2
weeks before Lisa had been involved
with the Top Gear best of British on the
Mall, drove Bentley cars at Goodwood, into Windsor Castle and Buckingham Castle, generally into places

(Continued on page 22)
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BEAR FACTS
10 Bentleys take 10 Children through London (cont’d)
(Continued from page 21)

we dream of................Lisa said she
“had realised she only partly understood what Sporting Bears was about,
NOW fully understood what Sporting
Bears was about!”
It was even more emotional when we
asked Lisa to “lead the cars home” on
the M6, handing the keys over at Bentley and realising what we had
achieved.
Next Year......hmmmmm!!!!
THANK YOU
Stephen Mosley, MP for City of Chester
– liaising with Sergeant at Arms, Black
Rod, Parliamentary Estate and every
other office to get this event to happen.
Transport for London (waived red light
violations with SEG convoy).
Met Police James for introducing SEG
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and India99 team
SEG – can’t say enough about these
guys!!!
Bentley Motors – providing a fleet of
cars, paying the London Congestion
charges.
Hilton London Metropole – huge support for families and drivers.
Westminster Abbey – private tour by
the Deans of the Abbey
Wellington Barracks – best car park in
town!!!
CES UK – our friend who bought jackets and a new banner.
M6 Toll – free passage both
ways for 10 cars.
Westminster Council – special
permission to park on Old Palace Yard.
County Hall landowners – special permission to park in their
private road
London Duck Tours – amphibious
tour of London
Bulleys Chartered Surveyers –

Turtle Wax and van for the wheelchairs to Parliament.
All the Bears and non Bears who supported with cameras to capture the
moments, the team of drivers, helpers
on the day BUT especially to every
family that made the time to do this.
We all enjoyed our time with the families and the personal stories they had
just enforced why we had put this day
together.
Max Walker

WINTER 2013/2014
More Charity Thank You Letters
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BEAR FACTS
NEC 2013 - Andrew Lake
When I took over the Dream Rides
event from Mick Bryan after his last
successful event in 2010 and, being of
the “if it ain’t broke don’t fix it brigade”, my plan for 2011 had been to
keep things the same. For both 2011
and 2012 we had a change of hall
and stand areas. Both events were
successful and I told myself that there
couldn’t possibly be any more changes
for 2013. Wishful thinking.
The first shock was to find that Clarion
Events had decided that their office

based at the NEC was to be closed
with all members of the team being
made redundant and organisation of
the show was being transferred to their
London office. It was difficult to understand the logic with the 2012 show being the most successful yet. I soon received emails confirming our continued
involvement but remained concerned
about the overall effects.
Things began to look up when I received an email form Gill Geens the
former operations manager, to say that
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she had be re-engaged on a consultancy basis to help run the show. Result!. Then came
the
bombshell
that we were
being moved to
another
hall
where our stand
was to be tucked
away and was to
be half the size
of previous years.
I was not happy
and told Clarion
so.
The
pr o bl e m
Clarion had was
that they had
received so many
bookings that they were full. To their
credit they listened to our complaints
and with some reorganisation had
found us some extra space with our
stand being alongside a main walkway. We were still going to be short
of inside space for cars but had been
allocated some external space.
So a difficult start but at least we could
now start planning for the event itself.
Steve Chant came up with a clever plan
for the garage which involved split
loading and unloading areas and a
long thin stand area. Kim was busy
sending out emails to drivers inviting
them along and I was taking hard deci-

sions such as what colour sweatshirts we
were going to have.

Thankfully there were no other major
issues in the lead up to the show. I arrived at 9.30 on the Thursday set up
day to find Pete Oliver and Steve Jarvis had already been there for an hour
marking out the garage. Other Bears
were soon to appear to help out, and
the NEC were busy laying carpets and
doing the electrics. The McSeans arrived early afternoon with a van full of
stand displays and bags of cuddly
bears. It was a remarkably smooth set
up, even if I did get told off for continually asking for the display stands to
be moved.
I awoke Friday to find the weather
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NEC 2013 (cont’d)

forecast predicting 3 mainly dry
days. We had a record number
of cars for a Friday. The day was
very steady with a total of
£5,500, on a par with 2012. A
good start.
In recent years Saturday has been
the busiest day and so it was to
prove again. We had a great
selection of cars ranging from the
modern supercars including the
first Lamborghini Aventador Roadster and McLaren MP4-12C to
some beautifully maintained classics including a Lotus Excel, Capri
280. The garage was a wonderful sight. We were busy throughout the day and it seemed that all
cars were going out on rides - it
never seemed to stop. At the end of
the day I was told that we had done
495 rides and raised well over
£18,000, a truly wonderful day
I was privileged on Sunday to be
asked to announce that Kim Dobbs had
won the Henry Weitzman Trophy for
her work over the years in organising

the drivers and for
her work with the
Midland Bears. Kim
has still not forgiven
me but she should
feel very proud of
her contribution to the
club.
Sunday was to prove
a little quieter (we
still did over 400
rides) but everything
continued to run
smoothly with lots of

and no complaints from the police
(thank you drivers).
A big thank you must also go to the
many helpers who run the garage, the
booking desk etc. They are amazing
and many of them never seem to take
a break. Some of them are not even
members but just turn up because they
love the event. As drivers we get all
the thanks and praise for what we do,
but we all know and appreciate just
how hard the rest of the Team work.
THANK YOU.
We have already been invited back

smiling faces on passengers, drivers
and helpers.
There are lots of positives to take from
the event. Having the unloading next
to the viewing area worked really well
with returning passengers being encouraged to talk about their experience.
There were no major on road issues

with the promise of a bigger area.
After all the changes over the last 3
years I shall make no plans or promises.
So, you ask, what did we raise?

An amazing £41,148!
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Koalas Update - Huw and Trudi
We headed into
September busy
working towards
our Dream Rides
event at The Concorde Classics wor king
with
Wessex Ferrari
Owners
Club.
Last year, our first
at this event, was
an incredible success and the
weather played
its part too. This
year as Trudi and
I packed the car
for our 6am departure to Eastleigh - things
were again looking promising until we got to Portsmouth and the rain started. The
scene was set, a day of sunshine interspersed with the most intense rain

Photo courtesy of
Gary Handa

House and Jacks Place, utilising the
Concorde Jazz Club and its grounds,
which are not very big but form a
fantastic location for holding a car

cars which soon became 17. Wessex
Ferrari Owners Club usually have a
Here I am getting wet emptying water
from the roof of the gazebo whilst
everyone hides under it during one of
the 3 significant downpours.

This is the lull before the storm in both
terms of people arriving for the show
and the many heavy downpours we had
to contend with during the day.

and a river running through the gazebo each time the rain came!!
The Concorde Classics is a small
show, raising money for Naomi
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show. Live music is provided and
James Martin appeared as the special guest. This year we had been
given a bigger area in the front car
park which allowed us to plan on 15

few drivers wishing to get involved
as well and as a result we had two
Ferrari 458’s, a couple of 355’s and
a 360, which meant that we had a
very good range of cars that provided the perfect variation for
Dream Rides.
The rain did not dampen the spirits
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Koalas Update (cont’d)
and whilst there were fewer people
at the show we continued to attract a
regular stream of attendees who
wanted to take their Dream Ride.
We had several people who had
taken rides with us last year return to
take rides this year. Our total for this
year was up on last year at £2,000
and more significantly for the whole
event, with less people and challenging weather conditions, we still managed to achieve only marginally less
than last year which is so satisfying
for us as organisers but also so important for the charity.
At the beginning of November we
went to Naomi House to present the
cheque for the Concorde Classics.
Due to the poor weather on the day
we were always going to be limited
on the number of ‘special’ cars that
would turn out and in the end we
had a Ferrari Mondial and Gary
Handa’s Vauxhall VXR8. Unfortunately due to some recent events
within the hospice we were unable to
take the tour, Naomi House did however provide a presentation on the

work they do which gave those of us
who were not so familiar with what
they do as a charity a much better
understanding through to and beyond the passing of a child. This was
an extremely poignant moment and
certainly made me reflect on why
what we do is so important whilst
having so much fun and creating so
many smiles.
At the end of November we were
invited to the 40th celebratory birthday bash for the Golden Lion’s Children’s Trust, this was the first local
Koala charity to benefit from our
involvement organising the Koala’s
area, having been the recipient of
the funds following the NEC Dream
Rides 2011. The Sporting Bears donation then was a significant boost to
their funds and was able to guarantee their ability to run some events
that they only had in the planning
stages. We are looking forward to
working with them and the local community to get a fund raising event
sorted for them in Crawley next
year.

Going into the new year we are actively looking at new events and possibly some track based events. We
have been invited to go and present
who we are and what we do to the
regional Jaguar and Porsche Car
Clubs and we look forward to seeing
you all in the New Year.
We would like to thank all those that
have continued to help and support
the events throughout the year, and
if you want to come and get involved
but maybe don’t want to drive we
are always grateful for help setting
up, assistance during the event and
then help dismantling at the event of
the day. We are always open to
new ideas for things to do, so please
let us know if you have a social idea
or a new event idea.
Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from
the Koala’s.
Huw & Trudi

Photo courtesy of Rob Heard
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BEAR FACTS
More Thank You Letters
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Jennifer Trust (Sporting Bears Mentioned in Dispatches)
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BEAR FACTS
CarFest North - Max Walker
If you don’t know what Carfest is then I
know you don’t listen to Chris Evans on
Radio 2 and you haven’t read the reports from last year. Assuming you do
know, 2013 saw a dramatic change in
venue away from the spiritual home of
North West Bears, Cholmondeley, further up the A49 to Oulton Park.
Oulton Park for anyone who has been
asleep in motorsport for the last 60
years is a race circuit steeped in history,

in the shadows of Donnington and Silverstone, hosting races over the years that
has seen Oulton Park voted many times
as Drivers Favourite.
So as is traditional for Carfest only in its
second year in, I start the discussions on
cars, working on the outline that 2012
cars are automatically approved for the
event, then discussing if at Oulton Park
space allocated will allow the Bears
Dream Rides 10, 20 or 30 cars.
Cut to Thursday and early cars start to
arrive but the biggest part of this event
is the big yellow truck, driven in by Mike
(thanks to Peters arrangements) a full
40ft race trailer set up giving a 26ft
canopy area for bookings. No race
truck would be complete without race
cars, so in stepped John’s championship
UCLAN Formula Ford and Paul’s Jordan
F1 that many will recall from the NEC
two years ago. Instead of A Boards we
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have started to use Bauer Millett cars
instead - as they are bigger and easily
seen.
Here again, as always, we also had
massive support from our friends at CES
UK & Autosessive who printed car side
stickers, mag plates, provided a van and
2 marquees - brilliant support for a company who are built around the love of
cars and motorsport. All set ready for
Friday so several Bears arranged to
pop across and see
Johnny Herbert talk
through his F1 and
LeMans career on
Thursday night which
turned out to be a
fabulous
unwind
from the days setting up.
Friday morning, up
early and get the
important tasks in
hand, OK brew in
hand, on with the show.
Our stand was next to the Aston Martin
100 years anniversary display, but we
seemed to have pinched some Astons on
Dream Rides, it is credit to our membership that owners of beautiful cars enjoy
why they were built, by driving and
sharing, plus of course we raise smiles on
the day and money for charity. So Friday is going to be calm I say, get everyone into the groove.
With the impressive Bears Truck (well it
was in Sporting Bears yellow) set, cars
arrived, it was off to catch up with our
Carfest Motorsport team who had 3
Lamborghinis on track as part of the
Lamborghini 50th seven. Jonathan’s
Countach with Jane & Spike at the wheel
of the enormous LM “only just fits in the
space” 002 (catch up on the sturdiness of
this in Carfest South comments) and the
mother of all modern Supercars, the

Muira. This was an enormous compliment
to Sporting Bears membership that not
only did we have 4 Lamborghinis on
Dream Rides, but we again had Lambos
on the hill as a featured part of the
event, cementing our relationship with
the Carfest organisers, so thank you
Jonathan, Jane & Spike.
Back to the Bears area and the gates
are bulging with an expected 8,000
day tickets just over the recently redesigned (for this read “don’t send a lorry
on the racetrack as the bridge is too
low!!!”) main entrance bridge, a cheeky
chap, yours truly, popped over the
bridge and shouted like a siren to entice
the waiting crowds to take a Dream
Ride. Well that worked, 100 yards into
the event was the Bears Truck and
around 15 amazing cars.......rides
booked and we smashed expectations....setting our sights on beating the
£10,000 raised last year.
Smooth day over, drivers relaxed with
pitching tents and made off to the event
food stalls and concert area to relax.
Carfest really is a family friendly Radio2 in 3D event with smellovision too. It
is not for the fussy petrolhead, but for
the petrolhead with an understanding
family it delivers something for all, music,
food, great cars and lots of walk around
celebrities.
Saturday & Sunday
Saturday we were already buzzing, as
we knew from Friday we were on target
to reach the £10,000 raised in 2012, so
that cheeky chap popped over the
bridge again, welcomed everyone waiting to Carfest and explained how they
can have a Dream Ride - wow that did
the trick, queues form the off at the
booking desk. A new vehicle to our line
up is the Sporting Bears support vehicle,
kitted out by Simon Parrish with high vis,
flashing light and of course emergency
cones. It’s a little like the Top Gear
spare car - no one wants to see the support car cones next to their car!!!
On Saturday and Sunday Sporting
Bears North West had invited the Lord
Mayor of Chester and the Lady Mayoress to join our day at Carfest North.
This also included the Mayoral Bentley
and civic chains of office, offering
Dream Rides in the Bentley with the Lord
Mayor. One family even bid on the Children in Need auction site for a Saturday
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Ride, again arranging this offering to
Carfest/Pudsey added a special relationship between Bears, both Sporting

and Pudsey. This also produced a funny
sequence when we had 2 Lords with the
Bears - the Lord Mayor of Chester and
Lord Vader both invaded - and the Lord
Mayor of Chester was heard in conversation “Max, I am your Mother-inLaw”....”Noooooooooooo!!!!”.
We were also asked by Carfest if we
could sort a wedding out, so Lord Mayors car, race cars, 3 Lambos on track, 30
Dream Ride cars why not get the ribbons
out and get the bride to church on time,
in Bears style.
Then came the call, “Max, can you get to
us right away, Chris wants to talk to you
- live on Radio2! “Well grab Paul and
David to take flight across the site to

meet Chris, which is where we also
caught time with Paul Holywood, Moira
and the gang. Did you hear, on a Saturday Lunchtime, Sporting Bears being
discussed from a Carfest special radio
show.....?

So collections of cars on display, dancing
diggers, flying displays from Black Cats
(we even took them out), Battle Of Britain and the crowd
favourite Vulcan, track
action with select sets
of 7s, then the food,
the music - just a
packed weekend.
Saturday was extra
packed on Dream
Rides too, the cars
kept rolling in and out
again from every
make. Lots of Bears
then finished up as

lance at the Bears section and made the
driver get the Bentley keys across as
“keep raising money” was the message.
Lisa, you’ve summed up the spirit of a
Sporting Bear, thank you.
So over 3 days did we match the
£10,000 of Carfest North 2012?.....you
bet and some.......£23,000!
So it was a brilliant success, the mix of
cars was just fab, all thanks go out to
every driver, but especially the team
who manned the gate, booking desk and
particularly Peter for arranging the big
yellow truck.
Max W

guests of
Bentley UK
on
their
stand, with
an exclusive
first
showing of
the Parliam e n t
Video, with
w e l l
earned
refreshments and
a
few
teary eyes. Then off to the main stage to
relax and chill out with radio2 in 3D
again.
Sunday saw the same
mix of great cars moving
all day, raising lots of
smiles and lots of donations, but only able
thanks to the huge team
of Bears, to say what
makes a Bear - we know
in the NW at Cholmondeley it is standing in the
rain, smiling and then
returning the next year.
Well this was redefined
at Carfest North - Lisa
and Bo had brought 3
cars long and we had
pre-arranged that I
would drive the Bentley GT if needed
(why not the Atom or lightweight E-Type
folks???). We hadn’t planned for what
happened next, Lisa was stung, rushed
from the medical centre by Ambulance
to hospital - she STOPPED the AmbuPage 31

BEAR FACTS
CPoP with Supercar Driver Media City Day
The fabulous support from Supercar
Driver Club (SCD) extended an invite
to bring a couple of Bears cars along
to the inaugural Media City day, in
the heart of BBC Manchester on the
Friday before CPoP. In true style,
Tony Marsh had already signed up
for the full day including track time
at Cholmondeley later with Adrian
and Mark arriving for the morning in
the 911 Porsche Rally car and Lola
respectfully.

We arranged to meet just outside the
area in Eccles as I had a surprise for
the chaps, our days at Aintree had
been noted by the Greater Manchester Police and they met for a chat
about Aintree while we were on their
patch - well it would be rude not to
take advantage and have a Police
Escort into Media City!!!
This had the desired effect as all the
Supercar Drivers looked around, Porsche and GT40 led in by the Police
Range Rover and Adam from SCD
was delighted when they agreed to
stay and “help all the cars leave
later” - so thank you GMP.
The serious side to this meet was to
remember Ryan Dover (the son of an
SCD member who was taken by cancer in late 2012), and the parade
laps would be dedicated to him. We
had a fitting turn out including
Gordon Burns of BBC North West
waving us off. So, after the BBC
complained about the rev off affecting the 1o’clock national news, we
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left for CPoP with Adrian showing the
crowds what a Group B 911 can do
in the hands of a Rally champion.
Did I mention rain.......come on, so far
into a CPoP report and no rain, don’t
be daft, it’s in the recipe, Summer,
Cars, CPoP and Rain! Well, nothing
beats the M6 Thelwell Viaduct (nee
Aquaduct that day) in a 911 on competition semi slicks on a Friday afternoon. After a detour near Oulton
Park that involved
driving through a
housing estate leading a convoy of
sports cars past baffled estate kids, we
arrived at CPoP to
hear we had missed
Jane who had arrived in Fridays rain
in the XJ220 (and I
bet still doesn’t believe me when I say
Sat & Sun were dry
in the day!!!)
and a quiet
Dream Rides
area.
Saturday
massive support here from
CES, giving us
a van and
marquees,
and
Bauer
Millet
with
cars for our
direction
boards (Mike Webber designed
various boards for us to use which
Bauer Millet then paid to have made
and placed in
their cars along
the walk ways),
and Dream Ride
Corvette.
This
again saw Bears
from all over the
UK come along.
We raised over
£4k, with some

new radical ideas for 2014 if the
event allows us, but in the main we
had great fun with regulars and new
CPoP bears having fun in the sun,
Dream Rides, track action with real
racing times, Red Arrows, BBMF and
relaxation on Saturday night to the
Concert, helicopters and fireworks.
I ask every year, and every year the
Bears membership makes us proud,
lots of cars travelling distance to enjoy a field in Cheshire and sometimes
it can be sunny, sometimes it can rain,
but always a great event for all.
Max Walker
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BEAR FACTS
Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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CarFest South - Max Walker
So from the success at Carfest North we
knew that we should raise double the
South 2012 figure of £5k - so target
£10k, and let’s rock this event. Thursday we collected the Bentleys from
Crewe and travelled down (having

track and also
added the Amphicar. Here,
with the Carfest
organisers OK
we had on

already dropped the main stand
equipment earlier in the week). Here
again, as always, we also had massive
support from our friends at CES UK who
provided their 2 marquees - brilliant
support and much needed as no big
yellow truck this time!
Friday morning, again, as at CFNorth,
our stand was next to the Aston Martin
100 years anniversary display, but
again, we seemed to have pinched
some Astons on Dream Rides. Special 7s
cars arrived with our 3 Lamborghinis on

track rides on
offer each day
too, thanks to
the 4 special
Bears cars, so
thank
you
again
Jonathan, Jane &
Spike.
Back to the
Bears area we had a great selection
for all three days and many Bears buying tickets to offer Dream Rides -

amazing support. Where North was
dominated by Lambos, South was dominated by Ferraris, with the same great
mix of classic Healeys, Cobras and
TVRs. The star of the weekend was Jan
and Steve’s 21window split screen bus allegations of a 0-60 in a day and a
half down hill were talked about to the
crowd, who took the challenge up to
enjoy 5 people giggling and smiling all
the way.
As at North, there were collections of
cars on display, dancing diggers, flying
displays from the Apache (we again
took them out), Battle Of Britain and
the crowds favourite Vulcan, track action with select sets of 7s, then the food,
the music - just a packed weekend. After a busy Saturday on Dream Rides
we finished up as repeat guests of
Bentley UK on their stand, with the second showing of the Parliament Video,
with well earned refreshments and a
(Continued on page 37)
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BEAR FACTS
Midlands Bears Update
Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice Christmas Party
A group of 14 from Midlands Bears visited Zoe’s Place with
our cars to make a special presentation at their special
Christmas Party on Saturday 14th December. A number of
the children & their families & staff came out to see & enjoy
our cars. We had the opportunity to make a presentation of
our latest donation of £1,100 - this as a result of the success
of our ‘Dream Rides’ at the Coventry Festival of Motoring on
the August Bank Holiday, together with an extra donation as
well. A great day.

Midlands Bears Events in 2014
‘Go-Karting Mini Grand Prix Event’ on Saturday 11th January 11.00am at F1K, Kings Norton, B30 3DZ - organised by
Clive Hampson - 0783 1510542
‘Pub Lunchtime Meet’ on Sunday 16th March 12.30pm at The
Rose & Crown Inn, Portway B48 7JD by jct3 M42
- organised by Ian Snelling - 0771 4265505
‘Drive Out Day’ on Sunday 29th June
- organised by Hugh Jackson - 0773 3018880
Shelsley Walsh ‘Classic Day’ on Sunday 20th
July
- organised by Ian Snelling
‘What Else’ ??
We welcome You as a Midlands Bear to get
involved, to suggest ideas, & to consider events
& visits that can be arranged for Us to enjoy….
We hope to be involved with both Stratford u
Avon ‘Motoring Festival’ in May 7 the Coventry
‘Festival of Motoring in August with ‘Dream
Rides’ so ... Watch out for later news.
We look forward to seeing You at these various Midlands Bears Events.
Ian & Cindy
Ian Snelling
Kim Dobbs
John Redshaw
Clive Hampson

iansnelling@talktalk.net
i-camuk@hotmail.com
johnredshaw@talktalk.net
clive_hampson@yahoo.co.uk

Caption Competition Winner
Quite a few entries for this one.
Bob Howes came in with - "Please, I want you all further back as
the Dream Rides Gazebo needs to be a foot further forward",
and regular contributor Tony Abbiss offered - “I used to love
playing statues when I was younger” and “I said DON’T look
now”.
However, the winner this time is Jan Starmer with “Listen very
carefully, I shall say this only once” - in a suitable French accent.
Jan, if you could remind me of your postal address, goodies will
be sent out..
Keith
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CarFest South (cont’d)
did we double to £10,000 of Carfest South 2012? You bet and a
bit more.......£14,500 totalling over
£37k from both events!
So it was a brilliant success, the
mix of cars was just fab. Thanks go
out to every driver, but again especially the team who manned the
gate, and booking desk. Finally
the most surreal moment on Monday morning was waking up on the
drivers campsite next to £50million
in two cars, the Ferrari 250GTO
and Bugatti of Nick Mason...... let’s
do it all again next year.
(Continued from page 35)

few more teary eyes. Then we went off
to the main stage to relax and chill out
with radio2 in 3D - just fabulous.
Two special times happened at Carfest
South. Pudsey visited the Bears stand
and asked for a Dream Ride in David’s
Phanthom, on the track, so with great
pride we were led down the track by
the Bentley course car - Pudsey in the
back, waving to the crowds and great
PR over the PA with David’s steady
hand at the wheel. Then we were also
invited (thanks to Baz) to meet the
Apache helicopter team and who could

Max W
resist setting 2
special pictures
with the two
Bentleys
and
then three Lambos around this
technical wizard
of the skys capped by taking the pilot and
team out in a
fleet of Bentleys
and Lambos as
thanks.
So over 3 days
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Naomi House and Jacksplace Hospices for Children and Young People
Naomi House and Jacksplace are
hospices in Sutton Scotney, near
Winchester, that offer care and
palliative support to life-limited or
life-threatened children, young
people and their families. We
currently offer our services to
families in seven counties across
the central south of England: Berkshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of
Wight, Surrey, West Sussex and
Wiltshire.
Officially known as the Wessex Children’s Hospice Trust,
Naomi House comprises two specialist units: Naomi House
itself, which is the original hospice building that was opened
in 1997. This country cottage-style building houses children
under the age of 16 and gives them a special place where
they can make friends, play together, spend time with their
families, and enjoy all of the many exciting activities that
our Play Team has to offer. Jacksplace, our second hospice
building that was opened in 2010, welcomes life-limited
young people aged 16 and over. The atmosphere of this
second hospice is fundamentally different; offering a more
adult environment where guests are guaranteed privacy,
dignity and independence.
Over the last 16 years Naomi House has supported over
650 families from across the central south of England, with
320 families currently still in our care. The majority of the
children and young people that we care for suffer from seriously life-limiting illnesses, and so our aim at Naomi House is
to give families the chance to spend time with their children
as parents, rather than as carers. Respite stays at the hospice can be a lifeline to so many of our families: it allows
them to relax, to have a restful night’s sleep, and to enjoy
time with their children without having to worry about the
challenges of their illness or their treatment.
The care that Naomi House offers is available to families 24
hours a day, 365 days a year, and completely without cost.
Currently the charity needs to raise £7 million each year to
run our whole service and deliver our plans. Less than 10%
of the charity’s income is received directly from government
sources. We therefore rely on the generosity and fundraising efforts of our dedicated supporters to help us to raise
the remaining funds.
Upcoming key dates in 2014:
Sunday 20th April - Easter Egg Hunt at Highclere Castle
Sunday 14th September - Concorde Classic Car Show, Concorde Club, Eastleigh
The Dobson Family’s Story
In January 2007 Lyndsay and Alastair’s twin sons, Toby and
Cameron, were born weighing just 1lb 12oz each. Cameron
passed away at 2 hours old.
The beginning of Toby’s life wasn’t easy: born with a chronic
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lung disease, Toby had to go through heart surgery, a hernia operation and eight blood transfusions in the first few
weeks after he was born.
Toby’s mother Lyndsay said about these difficulties, “The
months after Toby’s birth were an agonising rollercoaster
ride: he battled for life in
the neonatal unit. He remained on a ventilator for
a while in hospital and then,
when he finally went home,
he had 24 hour oxygen
until he was nearly four.”
Toby was diagnosed with
cerebral palsy when he was
18 months old. Due to slow
weight gain and feeding
difficulties, he was also fitted with a feeding tube.
Lyndsay said, “Toby spent a lot of time in his first few years
of life in and out of hospital with chest infections due to
his chronic lung disease. We had to come to terms with the
fact that he was very vulnerable and required a lot of looking after.”
Toby and his family had their first stay at Naomi House in
2010. Their respite visit gave Toby’s parents the chance to
relax and recharge their batteries, allowing them to enjoy
some time with their son as his parents, rather than as his
carers.
“Alastair and I benefitted from catching up on lost sleep,
freshly cooked meals, and time together without having to
worry about Toby, as we knew that he was having lots of
fun with his carer. During our stays Toby benefits from the
care he receives, the interaction with other children, use of
the hydrotherapy pool, and music therapy, which he absolutely loves.
“Naomi House has also provided emergency care for us:
Toby was at the hospice for a planned three-night stay but
ended up staying for a week when I had an unexpected
stay in hospital. Having Toby in such a safe and caring environment took a lot of pressure off of a very stressful situation. When I returned home again the nurses were also able
to come and help to care for Toby for a few hours a day,
which helped me to recover
much more quickly.
“We look forward to every
visit and would recommend
Naomi House to any family
in a similar position to ours.
We are well aware, however, that it takes a considerable amount of effort
and funding to provide such
a wonderful service. We
are so very thankful to everybody who contributes.”
www.noamihouse.org.uk

WINTER 2013/2014
More Thank You Letters

Caption Competition
The caption competition this time is of our chairman taken at
the NEC this year. I’m not naming any names for fear of retribution, but thanks for sending this in Mike (& Fiona).
I’m sure that we can go to town on this one, but I’m also a
little bit worried about what the chap standing behind Mike is
thinking.
Anyway, entries to the usual email address please.
keithborkett@hotmail.com
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BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Availability
There is a wide range of regalia, but sometimes only a few items are of each type are available. Please call or email to
check current stock levels.
Pricing
Postage and packing is now included in the cost.
Size guide
Regalia comes from a number of different manufacturers, each of which uses a slightly different system of sizing. So as well
as giving the labelled garment size, I have added the garment’s underarm measurement.
To get the right size:

either measure a garment of your own, which feels right, and select a similar garment size

or take your own underarm measurement and allow extra for ‘ease’. A close fitting garment
like a polo shirt will need 3-4 inches of ease, a jacket will need more.
If you cannot find exactly what you want here, it might be possible to have your own garments custom embroidered for you. Please let us know your requirements for a quotation.

The colours shown may not give a true representation of the colours of the actual garments

Ladies’ Strappy Vest Tops £8.00 each

Gents’ Shirts £14.00 each

with embroidered logo

mid blue poly-cotton, short sleeved, with embroidered badge or logo

Make Colour

8

Papaya Red

12

14

14/16

16/18

30”
34”
31”

George White

31”

S

Elliette Barnes

Papaya Yellow
George Black

Manufacturer

Blue Lake
Pierre Leon

Make Colour
M

XXL

L

XL

XXL

49”

52”

49”

52”

Unisex Sweat Shirts £16.00 each

short sleeved with embroidered badge

S

XL

42”

long sleeves, crew neck, with embroidered badge

Easy Putty

L

38”

Unisex Polo Shirts £14.00 each

Make Colour

M
40”

L

44”

XL

XXL

50”

S

Fruit of the Loom Navy Blue

40”

Screen Stars Navy Blue

38”

M

(embroidered with yellow logo)

Easy Bright Blue

40”
Boston Navy Blue

Easy Sky Blue
Jerzees Royal Blue

46”
48”

40”
Hanes Black

Gildan Royal Blue

46”

50”

54”

Gildan Navy Blue

46”

50”

54”

Easy Dark Navy
Easy Black
Maddins Royal Blue
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46”

Kustom Kit Red
40”

45”

56”

WINTER 2013/2014
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
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BEAR FACTS
REGALIA
Greg & Hilary Cannon
01462 635095
SBMC.Regalia@virginmedia.com
Unisex Sweat Shirts £20.00 each

Unisex Zipped Sweat Shirts £16.00 each

long sleeves, crew neck, with embroidered badge

long sleeves, collar, with embroidered badge

Make Colour

L

XL

XXL

Make Colour

Gildan Royal Blue

S

M

47”

52”

55”

George Black

Gildan Dark Navy

47”

52”

55”

S

M

L

XL

XXL

48”

Unisex Baseball Cap £10.00 each
Embroidered Badges (sew-on) £3.00 each

with Velcro size adjustment and embroidered badge

Round with blue background - approx 9.5 cm diameter

Make Colour

Round with blue background - approx 9 cm diameter

Beechfield Royal Blue

One Size

Round with yellow background - approx 8.5 cm diameter

Beechfield Dark Navy

One Size

Oval with blue background - approx 9.5 cm x 4.5 cm

Unisex Half-Zip Fleece £18.00 each
long sleeves, with embroidered badge

Car Stickers £2.00 each
These adhere to the inside of window glass and can be re-used. Yellow, with logo. Round, approx
7 cm diameter.

Make Colour

S

M

TU Grey

L

XL

XXL

XL

XXL

XL

XXL

47”

Unisex V-Necked Fleece £18.00 each
Surface Stickers £2.00 per sheet of 3
long sleeves, with embroidered badge
These stick to most things! Two round and one rectangular per sheet. Yellow, with logo. Round,
approx. 7 cm diameter.

Make Colour

S

TU Navy
Enamel Pin Badges

M

L

46”

48”

TU Burgundy

48”

Rally plate shape. Pale blue with red car “21 in 2010”

Unisex Hi-Vis Yellow Jacket £5.00 each
with reflective bands and embroidered or printed logo

Tax Disc Holders £2.00 each
S

M

L

Fridge Magnets £2.00 each
Embroidered logo
Key-rings £2.00 each

with yellow binding

Ball-point pens Black ink £2.00 each

Printed logo

48”
44”

with orange binding

Pilot Bears (8”) £6.00 each
Embroidered cotton bags - various £3.00 each

Unisex Showerproof Jacket
full-length zip and fold-away collar. Embroidered logo

Make Colour
Royal Blue & Yellow
Light-weight lining. Sporting Bears Motor Club embroidered on back in yellow.
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S/M
£25.00

XL
57”

WINTER 2013/2014
Forthcoming Events
January 2014
11th
F1 Karting - Kings Norton, West Midlands

Clive Hampson

clive_hampson@yahoo.co.uk

February 2014
16th
Annual General Meeting (Gaydon)
23rd
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)

Bryan King
Fiona Davies

bryan_meppershall@btinternet.com
ysy705@aol.com

April 2014
27th
Doune Speed Hillclimb (near Callender)

Fiona Davies

ysy705@aol.com

May 2014
9th-11th
Tour with No Name (Cumbria)
11th
Wallingford Classic Rally
18th
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)

Paul Bonsall
Huw Page
Fiona Davies

enquiries@fatlamb.co.uk
huwpage@certainfuture.org.uk
ysy705@aol.com

June 2014
1st
Thirlestane Castle Dream Rides
21st-22nd Supercar Event, Dunsfold
29th
Drive out day, Heart of England

Fiona Davies
Huw Page
Hugh Jackson

ysy705@aol.com
huwpage@certainfuture.org.uk
iansnelling@talktalk.net

July 2014
6th
13th
20th
25th-27th

Classics at Corbridge
SBMC National Day, Kimbolton*
Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb
Silverstone Classic

Bob Selby
Neville Colvin
Ian Snelling
Mike Gardner

cobra.gpt290s@blueyonder.co.uk
shizzybiz@hotmail.com
iansnelling@talktalk.net
mikeg2e51@talktalk.net

August 2014
11th
Dream Rides at Teesside Autodrome
17th
Raby Castle Dream Rides
24th
Little Gransden Air Show & Classic Car Event

Tony Beverley
Tony Beverley
Mike Gardner

tonybev52@gmail.com
tonybev52@gmail.com
mikeg2e51@talktalk.net

September 2014
7th
Bo’ness Hillclimb and Revival Show
14th
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)
14th
Concorde Classic, Eastleigh
27th-28th Pistons & Props at Sywell, Northants

Andrew Carrie
Fiona Davies
Huw Page
Mike Gardner

andrew@acarrie.net
ysy705@aol.com
huwpage@certainfuture.org.uk
mikeg2e51@talktalk.net

October 2014
3rd-5th
25th Birthday Celebrations, Peebles

Fiona Davies

ysy705@aol.com

November 2014
14th-16th NEC Classic Car Show

Andrew Lake

andrew.lake@talk21.com

December 2014
7th
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)

Fiona Davies

ysy705@aol.com

* Kimbolton Country Fayre on Sunday 13th July is Sporting Bears National Day. We are trying to source local accommodation at
preferential rates for members who need to travel. There will be something arranged for Saturday evening as well as extra activities for the Bears on the Sunday. More details will follow in the next magazine but get the date in your diaries now.
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