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SUMMER 2015
Editor’s Edicts
Well, we are right in the
middle of the high season
as far as our events are
concerned. We have a
number of events to report
on already, and we still
have a lot more to look
forward to.
We had a superb weekend at the Fat Lamb on
Paul’s Gambol Too, and
we have a number of reports (three in fact) describing the weekend from
various perspectives.
There are also a good
number of interesting photographs from the weekend, but strangely one or
two did not make the editor’s cut (funny that).
We have the usual round
up of reports from the
various regions as well as
the return of the caption
competition.
Sadly, we recently lost two
of our long standing and
well loved members during the last few months,
and our condolences go to
the families and close
friends of Kathy King and
Brian Short - they will both
be missed by all who
knew them.
Thanks to

Hilary and Tony for sending in suitable obituaries
which you can read in the
magazine. The small picture on the front cover is
one of Brian Short doing
one of the things he loved
most - bringing smiles to
children’s faces whilst doing Dream Rides.
The main picture on the
cover comes from The Luxury Motor Show Press
Day, and you can read
(and see) more about this
inside. On a similar theme
we have a report on Cholmondeley Pageant of
Power Press Day, plus also
a detailed article from
Baz surrounding the organisation, set-up, running,
and close down of Supercar Siege which took place
in May. I bet a few of our
organisers wish it was always that easy to transport the Bears paraphernalia home after the
event. What a great sight
as well, to see the Dream
Rides
Wall
with
“completely sold out” written on it.

ough, and a quick update
message from Max on
CarFest 2015.
Kimbolton will have been
done and dusted by the
time this mag hits your
doormats, but August is
looking pretty busy with
over 8 events scheduled
across the regions. Take a
look at the diary in its
usual position on the inside
of the back cover, and
come along - there is
bound to be an event near
you. Don’t forget it’s your
club, and we have all different sorts of events to
meet even the most discerning car driver’s requirements - whether you
want a static show at a
small event, a large fund
raising Dream Rides event,
just a drive through the
countryside, or even perhaps just a nice lunch down
the pub with a few likeminded friends. It’s all
here.

I BET A FEW OF OUR
ORGANISERS WISH IT
WAS ALWAYS THAT
EASY TO TRANSPORT
THE BEARS
PARAPHERNALIA
HOME AFTER THE
EVENT. WHAT A
GREAT SIGHT AS
WELL, TO SEE THE
DREAM RIDES WALL
WITH “COMPLETELY
SOLD OUT” WRITTEN
ON IT.

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett

We also have reports on
what sounds like a fun day
on the track at Curbor-

keithborkett@hotmail.com

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Autumn 2015

Articles submitted by end August 2015

Magazine delivery early October 2015

Winter 2015/16

Articles submitted by end November 2015

Magazine delivery early January 2016
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter
I start my Chatter with
some sad news. I was
shocked to hear that Polar
Bear Brian Short died recently after a short battle
with cancer. Brian, from
the north east, has supported the Bears for over
ten years but will be
known to most of us for his
marshalling at the NEC
where his cry of, “Mind
your Backs” will be sorely
missed. Our thoughts are
with Brian’s family & his
partner, Istar.
Another person who will
be greatly missed is Kathy
King who recently also lost
her fight with cancer.
Kathy, along with her husband Bryan has been on
many SBMC tours but is
also likely to be known by
most Bears for her many
hours of duty printing the
photos for our Dream Riders at the NEC. Kathy,
who wasn’t short of a
hobby or two, seemed
determined to squeeze
every ounce of pleasure
that she possibly could
from life. She has left a
very large hole in the life
of Bryan and their sons
Ben and Jamie.
What a busy time of year
this is for the Sporting
Bears Motor Club – a constant stream of event proposals, some old favourites, some exciting new
ones for us to try.
It’s been a pretty busy
time in the McSean household too! We have got a
house full of Aussie cousins
which required 3 spare
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bedrooms to be available.
With all of the stuff we
have stored here this required a fair bit of clearing out and juggling with
storage boxes which is no
bad thing but, to compound it all, Caroline managed to break her wrist in
early April and it has
come as quite a shock to
both of us just how disabling (and painful) such
an injury is. Probably the
most inconvenient is not
being able to drive but I
have noticed that the gardener has run off with the
chef and taken the washing up fairy along with
them for good measure!
We had organised a full
itinerary for the cousins
which was thrown into
chaos due to the driving
limitations. As most of you
know we have 3 cars between us but none of our
insurance companies insure
non-UK licence holders. I
tried a few of the temporary cover companies but
their prices seemed rather
extortionate – over £700
for two of them to be insured for one month on the
Jag! We have ended up
hiring a car when required
which has proven to be
cheaper than I expected,
certainly cheaper than
insuring them on our car –
and quite convenient. After some phoning around I
plumped for Enterprise
and their service has been
excellent, even giving us a
genuine 10% off one of
the longer hirings after I
returned a car with slightly
over the quarter tank of

fuel with which it was supplied.
And no extra
charge for Aussies to
drive!
We have not been able to
take part in any Bears
tours for a few years and
we have certainly missed
them but, with the excuse
of showing others the
pleasures of our great
countryside, we really enjoyed a week spent driving around the Isle of
Wight and the West
Country visiting old family
haunts and various tourist
attractions. I have to compliment English Heritage
for the work that they
have done with Stonehenge. It is quite a few
years since I was last
there. The visitors’ centre
has a huge amount of information and many more
structures have been unearthed and made available for viewing, as well
as being able to get much
closer to the stones with
just a shin height rope
marking the out of bounds
area. I strongly recommend Hever Castle in Kent
as well. This is still privately owned and excellent value with some good,
innovative, display techniques in the house and
spectacular gardens. The
grounds include three
mazes; I did decline to try
the water maze but it was
certainly entertaining
watching others attempt it.
It is quite good fun being
a tourist in Britain.
Mike McSean
chairman@sportingbears.co.uk

PROBABLY THE
MOST
INCONVENIENT IS
NOT BEING ABLE TO
DRIVE BUT I HAVE
NOTICED THAT THE
GARDENER HAS
RUN OFF WITH THE
CHEF AND TAKEN
THE WASHING UP
FAIRY ALONG WITH
THEM FOR GOOD
MEASURE!

Cheshire Classic Cars is one of the leading classic car specialists in the UK, with a worldwide
customer base. We provide sales, service and restoration of classic prestige, competition
and high performance cars from our premises near Chester..

We are delighted to have been closely associated with Sporting Bears in recent years, and
will continue to provide whatever support we can to your activities in the future.

BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
SBMC Regions & Reps

OF COURSE, NOT
ALL THE EVENTS
WITHIN AN AREA
ARE RUN BY THE REP.
HIMSELF; FOR
EXAMPLE TONY
BEVERLEY, WHO IS IN
THE POLAR BEARS
REGION ORGANISES
MANY EVENTS ON
TYNESIDE, AND CLIVE
FORD (IN THE KOALA
BEARS AREA) IS
NOTED FOR HIS ISLE
OF WIGHT EVENTS.

When someone joins the Club, they are assigned to
one or two of the 6 active regions. When assigning
them to a region, I work on the assumption that they
are more likely to participate in those events which
are local to them - although of course they are free to
join in any of the Club’s events throughout the country.
Since many areas have active local groups with scheduled social events it makes sense for each rep. to know
about the Bears in his area, so I send a scan of the
new member’s application form to the appropriate
rep. so that contact can be made. In addition, every
so often I send the reps. a complete list of their region’s members so that they can keep abreast of any
changes in contact or car details.
Of course, not all the events within an area are run by
the rep. himself; for example Tony Beverley, who is in
the Polar Bears region organises many events on Tyne-
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side, and Clive Ford (in the Koala Bears area) is noted
for his Isle of Wight events.
There are some areas which do not currently have a
rep., for example the Cambridge region, and those of
us who live in this zone align ourselves with one or two
of the other groups, such as the Shire Bears or the Koala Bears.
If you pay by cheque, your renewal invitation letter
will show the region(s) with which you are associated;
if you would like this to be changed, please let me
know and I will sort it out. If you pay by standing order (and do not therefore get a renewal invitation
letter) you may not know which region you are in, but
if you care to email me, I will check the data-base and
let you know, so that you can decide if it is the best
option for you.

SUMMER 2015
Membership Report (cont’d)
Welcome to the following new members since the last issue of Bear Facts, looking forward to meeting you.
Bob Sait
Ivor Miskelly
Robert Ledsom & Samantha King
Andrew Robinson
Richard Davies
John Collins & Natalie Lee
Cyril Levy
Robin Sherwood & Martin Mason
Christopher & Barbara Cooney
Mark Pearson
Hannah & Garry Evans
Neil Campbell
Tony Grant & Robert Welch
Stephen, Christopher, Janet &
Georgia Lewandowski
Mark Harrison & Maria Hanson
Rob Jenner
Alex & Marie-Francoise Adams
Jim & Angela McDougall
Patrick Dorman

Southampton, Hants.
Potton, Beds.
Woking, Surrey
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Cannock, Staffs
Horsham, W Sussex
Wallington, Surrey
Upper Bodington,
Northants
Kelty, Fife
Andover, Hants
Faversham, Hants
Halsall, Lancs
London

Ian Kirby
Adrian Marshall
Harvey Bailey & Val Watt
Lance James & Alexis Geary
Darran Upfield
Julian Miller
Steve Ayres

Ashford, Kent
Tunbridge Wells
Dorchester, Dorset
Grantham, Lincs
Hull, Yorks
Watford, Herts
Oxford

Sanjay, Arjun & Sunjna Kaeley

Crawley, W Sussex

Andy Ransley
Cy & Frederick Paskell
Dave & Dan Higgins
Helen Hall
Mark Hunter

Coventry, W Midlands

Christopher Clark

Ticknall, Derbyshire
Reston, Berwicks
London
Paddock Wood, Kent
Solihull, Warwicks

Hamish Rowe
Alan & Karen Gove
Alan Lewis
Eileen McMillan
Mark Winfield

Ashford, Kent
Henlow, Beds
Cowes, IoW
Bray, Berks
Bathgate, W Lothian
Sutton Coldfield, W
Midlands
Cheltenham, Glos.
Lightwater, Surrey
Radley, Oxon
Ormskirk, Lancs
Mansfield, Notts

Now that’s a good idea…
I was talking to Mick and Max Berry at the Wallingford Car Show in May and Max shared a rather good
idea. She has printed off an image of their lovely Aston Martin DB7 Volante – business card sized – and
gives one of these to those members of the public
who have availed themselves of the opportunity to
take a Dream Ride in their car. It provides a nice
memento and also offers a link between the Dream
Ride experience and the Club itself.
That’s a really good idea Max and one that other
Dream Rides drivers might choose to copy.

Hilary
membership@sportingbears.co.uk

Mick and Max would like to thank
you for supporting Sporting Bears.
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BEAR FACTS
Charity Secretary’s Report
Birmingham Children’s
Hospital Charity have
chosen to put the Bears’
donation from last year’s
NEC Classic Car Show,
towards their new CT Scanner Suite which
is costing an incredible £94,000!

OF COURSE, NOT
ALL THE EVENTS
WITHIN AN AREA
ARE RUN BY THE REP.
HIMSELF; FOR
EXAMPLE TONY
BEVERLEY, WHO IS IN
THE POLAR BEARS
REGION ORGANISES
MANY EVENTS ON
TYNESIDE, AND CLIVE
FORD (IN THE KOALA
BEARS AREA) IS
NOTED FOR HIS ISLE
OF WIGHT EVENTS.

For the London
Event this year
we will be hosting children and
their
families
from the following
charities,
nominated by each region:
Polars
Borders Children's Charity
Surfing
RN&RMCF
Midlands Acorns Children's Hospice
Shires
Megan’s Flutterby Fund
Koalas
Dreams Come True
NW
Derian House
Marfan Trust got
off to a very busy
start in 2015!
One of the areas
they are focusing
on this year is
awareness and education, which is part
of their three charity objectives. They are
currently reviewing and re-designing all
of their leaflets which was part of the
proposal they put forward to the Sporting Bears last year.
The children’s database is taking shape.
So far they have had a wonderful response to their questionnaires (to parents
who have children with Marfan syndrome), and are still receiving some back!
Both medical student Pamela Mazadza
and Dr Anne Child have already been
able to put together a report from the
children’s database. The database will
continue to grow and develop as and
when questionnaires return and when new
patients are identified, which in turn will
ensure they keep up to date with the
needs of children with Marfan syndrome.
There are also areas that parents really
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feel they need more information on. This
in turn will help inform their ‘Paediatric
guide’ which both Dr Anne Child and
Shannah Adams are about to approach.
There are new areas such as bullying
which they need to tackle and are currently in communication with anti-bullying
charities.
Other areas such as
information on exercise, awareness, targeted literature; general literature and support are all issues they
are focusing on in detail this year. Thanks to
our funding they have
been able to clearly identify areas they
need to focus on and to develop systems
that are tailor made for those who suffer
from Marfan Syndrome.
Their current drug trial, AIMS, which is
due to conclude in 2018, will be highly
beneficial to those parents and children
who have come forward for the database. If the trial proves that Irbesartan is
the best medication to preserve the aortic
wall, then the doctors will be able to contact these parents quickly and disseminate the necessary information. This in
turn will directly impact on the future
health care of children with Marfan syndrome.
They promise to keep us up to date on
their progress, but say they cannot thank
us enough for our generous donation.
They hope we can clearly see the brilliant
impact our funding has already made to
their charity and those families who are
affected by Marfan syndrome.
On behalf of the Marfan Trust Shannah
and the team would like to thank us for
all we have done, with regards to the
wonderful Family Fun day last summer,
which people are still talking about and
for funding the beginning of a truly wonderful project that can only grow and
become a huge resource and help to all
families and children.

SUMMER 2015
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
New Charities Recommended for Support in 2015
The Ellesmere Centre
(registered Charity
Number: 801728

The group actively supports families through monthly
coffee mornings, weekly drama groups for children
over 4 years old, speech and language lessons for children of all age ranges, and social events for the children and their families.
Members share a wealth of knowledge and experience
of Down Syndrome from birth through to the teenage
years. They provide general advice and guidance and
can offer more specific support related to additional
challenges that the children may encounter including
heart conditions, language delays and mobility issues.
Unsurprisingly, that experience continues to expand just
a little more with every year that passes!

www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk) is a non-profit making
charitable trust managed by a Board of Trustees. The
prime aim of the Centre is to provide good quality, affordable community facilities for the advancement of
education, including lectures, art, sport, social gatherings and other forms of recreation and leisure for the
inhabitants of the seven local parishes of Stetchworth,
Dullingham, Wood Ditton, Kirtling, Burrough Green,
Brinkley and Westley Waterless.

“Down2Us” is run by parents and friends who experience the highs and lows of growing up with Down Syndrome first hand. The group relies on voluntary contributions and fundraising in order to provide its services
to families with Down Syndrome.

Jane Wright and Christina run a playgroup for preschool children with special needs and their families.
Siblings are encouraged to come, as are mums dads,
grannies, granddads. The more the merrier!
They are completely self-funding; it’s run entirely by
volunteers and they have been going since 1993. They
run 50/51 weeks of the year, only closing for Christmas.
During the School holidays children, who now go to
school, come back to their holiday sessions (their oldest
returnee is nearly 18 and he still enjoys himself!). Holidays are when they try to arrange outings, swimming
and sport sessions etc. This means that all the family can
enjoy a day out together with their volunteers to lend a
helping hand.
Down 2 us (registered charity
number 1097285,
www.down2us.org.uk) was
nominated by Tony Ward.
“Down2Us” is a registered
charity set up by volunteers to
support children and families with Down Syndrome in
West Berkshire.

Beaulieu Respite (www.beaulieurespite.com) was nominated by Clive Ford, Isle of Wight. Beaulieu House
aims to provide not only a break for the children and
young people in an environment that is safe and nonjudgemental, but also to provide a much needed break
for parents and carers; it also gives siblings the chance
for quality time with their parents.
This includes:

Overnight/longer stays

Tea visits

Outreach care (a limited service provided within
the home or community)

Outings and trips (funded by the charity Beaulieu
Respite – the fun bit!)
(Continued on page 17)
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BEAR FACTS
CARFEST 2015 Update - Max Walker
The year is rolling through already, events are fully
subscribed across the country, Dream Rides are
raising money, creating memories and helping children’s charities. With this in mind, I wanted to share
the exciting news hot off the press.

....and all these cars are once again being prebooked at £300 each ride, so if we book each
space, this will raise £8,400 at each event before
we even set up.
For this event, if you are already allocated, details
will follow on email soon, if you are the reserve list,
then please understand this event like many others
we attend can only offer so many FoC ticket places.
If you have CarFest Tickets and want to offer
Dream Rides, as many do each year, you can offer
your car with no more of a requirement than to just
do one ride.

NEWSFLASH......

By the time you read this, the Sporting Bears Seven
will be released as Sporting Bears 11, as they
really want to see how we can increase the amazing sums raised last year. Which cars are the extra
4? Well, read in the Autumn Bear Facts to see how
we did and what cars made the selection on Carfest....... yes this adds, another £4,800 per
event.......and as last year, if they are not prebooked we will auction at the event, which saw the
Lola raise £650 just by starting the engine!!!

We have our own seven on track which this year
will be:

Bentley GT Speed
Vanwall
Murcielago Roadster
Cobra
Ferrari California
Lola T70
Alfa Romeo Montreal
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On top of all this we have about 30 cars for Dream
Rides on our tickets and a few more cars on their
own purchased tickets.....it will be busy. We raised
£25k at CarFest North and £37k at CarFest South,
so you bet the North will look to improve this
year.......
So no matter which event, get your email to the organiser early, as it helps plan, check your insurance
approval is updated, car polished...or not....lets get
Driving for Charity.
Max

SUMMER 2015
POLAR REPORT
A warm welcome to new members Laurence & Margaret
Hogarth (Daimler DE 27 Special), Graham Craig &
Pauline Gibson (Daimler Dart), Chris Cooney (Panther
Kallista), Rob Jenner (Maserati Quatroporte), and Mark
Hunter (Ultima Can-Am).
We also have the sad duty to report that Brian Short was
diagnosed with oesophageal cancer at the end of February and sadly died in early May. The forthcoming event
at Thirlestane is a sad reminder of his many years as garage boss and we’re sure he will be well remembered by
Polars all over the country for his work at the NEC. Our
condolences go to his family and his partner Istar. A further tribute to Brian is elsewhere in this magazine.

April Lunch
A beautiful day saw 28 Polars enjoy a delicious lunch at
the Collingwood Arms Hotel. The raffle raised £190 - the
two charities suggested to benefit were REACT and
Clowndoctors.

art gallery or pottery. There are plenty of places to stay
and it sounds an excellent weekend - contact Jim or Dick
& Pat if you’re interested.
The Forres car show near Elgin on the Moray Firth had
suggested a Dream Rides event at their show next year.
Ourselves and Ron Dyer visited this year’s event; the jury
is still out and it depends on a number of factors, but will
be in next year’s events list if it’s viable.

Doune Hillclimb
Another sunny, if a bit chilly, day saw the Polars setting
up another ‘awareness raising’ stand at the Hillclimb.
However, the space allocated was tiny and wouldn’t accommodate the 10 cars expected. Discussions with the
organisers and some reshuffling of the adjacent stand,
allowed us to put up our gazebo and squeeze (and I
mean squeeze) eight cars around it - Robert & Helen ar-

It was good to see Bob Selby back in action - and he
thanked everyone for their condolences.
Dick Nortcliffe then opened the meeting by going over
the diary of events and passing round the ‘volunteer
sheets’. The list of events to come is given later.
In particular, Jim Harris has suggested a social Shiny Day
event to coincide with the Leyburn ‘40s weekend on July
25/26th. You can park at his unit, join the demo on how
to clean a car, visit the ‘40s weekend, chocolate factory,
rived late in their Flying Spur and had to go to the public
car park! However, at 11am the Veterans of Motorsport
Association next to us decided to go home which allowed
Robert & Helen to bring over the Rolls and join us.
Everyone settled down to enjoy the day by visiting the
Antique Centre, watching the Hillclimb, speaking to the
general public and re-homing a few bears. Fiona & Mike
and Dick & Pat had done a delicious soup and sarnie
lunch for a donation to CHAS (it certainly beat the burger van) and Ann Cubbitt had also sent a lovely almond
cake, which was consumed in short order!
There seemed to be far more Hillclimb entries than last
year and a lot more cars inadvertently coming off the
track, which resulted in delays - but was exciting for the
spectators as well as the drivers.
(Continued on page 12)
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BEAR FACTS

POLAR REPORT (cont’d)
(Continued from page 11)

raised at the NECC for the James Rennie School; it goes
without saying that this was received with many thanks.
We are now faced with the pleasurable task of who to
nominate for this year; although it is more difficult with
such large amounts involved.

Presentations

Forthcoming Events
At the time of writing we’re in the final stages of preparation for Thirlestane Show (Dream Rides) on June 7th,
but by the time you read this it will be over bar the
shouting. Lots of volunteers have come forward both for
Rides and the running of the event. We’re hoping for
perfect weather, and a good turnout of the public;
we’re sure of the usual good company.
Andrew Carrie has finally reached agreement with the
council for “Classics in the City” in August, after a long
drawn out campaign. This will see a line up of Bears’
finest along the Royal Mile in Edinburgh, with the purpose of raising funds for Hearts and Minds Clowndoctors. This will require some nifty footwork as the location is only closed to normal traffic after 10:30, so we’ll
need to time our equipment arrival as close as possible
to that in order to set up as early as we can, and get
maximum benefit from our allotted time slot. Should be
fun.

A small group of Polars had the privilege of handing
over the huge cheque for the Polars’ share of the funds

Dick and Pat Nortcliffe

A good social day but there were some problems with
the organization and we’ll probably be seeking a
change of pitch for next year.

A list of events
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SUMMER 2015
CHARITY THANK YOU LETTERS
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BEAR FACTS
MIDLANDS BEARS June 2015 - Lissa Wiltshire
It is always nice to be able to
start a report with a tale of success, and our first Dream Rides
event at the Classic Restoration
Show held at the NEC on the
28th-29th March was definitely
a success. Despite the weather
being a little damp from time to
time, enthusiasm remained high,
and the garage marshals were
kept busy all day long.
One of the two charities Bears
were supporting that weekend
was the Maria Hanson Foundation ‘Mee & Dee’, and Maria
herself with Mark came along to
join us on the Saturday. What
an inspirational lady, and her
MBE is truly deserved.
A couple of familiar faces also
made an appearance.
Edd
China, Tiff Needell and Mike
Brewer all came by and said
Hello. Mike Brewer even did a
stint in front of the Cool Wall,
promoting Dream Rides, and
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then signed Richard
Snowdon’s Capri
280. I wonder how
much that will add
to the value?
For a first event,
the final total of
£7,565 was excellent, and it’s to be
hoped that we will
be invited back
next year, and can
build on this success.
In April, a happy
bunch of Bears met
once again at The
Rose And Crown,
Portway, for Sunday lunch.
These events are very popular,
and give people who may be
busy during Dream Rides events
a chance to relax, chat, and
throw ideas around. Not to mention having a nice lunch.
On May 9th a small group of

Bears had a private visit to Vulcan bomber XM655, at her
home in Wellesbourne.
This
iconic Cold War jet clearly has a
place in many people’s hearts,
as we had Bears from the North
and the South, not just the Midlands. The visit lasted for 3
hours, and the
dedicated preservation group
showed us all
around the Vulcan, including a
trip to the cockpit. At the end
of the visit we
were given permission from the
control tower to
bring our cars
onto the airfield
and line them
up in front of
XM655 for a
photo shoot. A
memorable moment for us all, I
hope.

SUMMER 2015
MIDLANDS BEARS (cont’d)
So summer is upon us, and what
does it hold for Midlands Bears?
By the time this magazine drops
through your letterbox, we will
have been back to Wellesbourne for ‘Wings and Wheels
Day’ on June 21st. There is also
a ‘Drive-out Day’ on July 5th to
the Shuttleworth Collecton, and
then our visit to the Shelsley
Walsh ‘Classic Nostalgia’ weekend on Sunday 19th July.
If anyone has an event they
would like to suggest, please
don’t hesitate to mention it. Everyone’s ideas are valuable.
Wishing you all sunny skies and
warm weather, and looking forward to seeing you at an event
soon.

Sunday Lunch at The Rose and Crown

Lissa
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BEAR FACTS
Kathy King - a personal tribute

I am sure that many of you have
already heard the sad news that
Bryan King’s wife, Kathy, has
passed away.
It is only in the last few years
that I started getting to know
Kathy, through the Sporting
Bears’ social events and at committee meetings. The King home
was a popular venue for commit-

tee meetings, due in large part
to Kathy’s talent for catering.
The lunches she prepared for us
were memorable. She once told
me that she regarded the work
and expense involved as one of
her personal contributions to the
Club.
Actually the word ‘talent’ figures
largely in any description of
Kathy’s character. She had a
flair for design, (which together
with Bryan’s talent for translating
design into reality) was reflected
in their home and garden – not
many people design and install
their own stained-glass feature
window!
As if this was not enough she was
passionate about photography
and also produced her own bespoke greeting cards. The Club
benefitted directly from her interest in photography since she
was part of the team which took

CAPTION COMPETITION
Okay, I couldn’t resist this one - taken at The
Luxury Motor Show. Something like 10 CC’s
“Do the Wall Street Shuffle
Da Da Daah
Hear the Money Rustle
Da Da Daah”
comes to mind, but I’m sure you can do better
than that. Entries, as usual to
editor@sportingbears.co.uk please.
Oh, and in order to protect the innocent, the
individual who sent the picture in will remain
anonymous. Thanks Max.
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photos of the Dream Riders at
the NEC and had the prints
ready for collection 20 minutes
later. This initiative significantly
added to the amount of money
available for donation to the
chosen charities.
The way Kathy (and Bryan) dealt
with her illness was amazing to
see. They kept life as normal as
possible as long as possible and
even in the final stages of her
illness, although too weak to
carry out her plans, Kathy was
still thinking of the future and all
the things she would have liked
to do. Admitting defeat never
seemed to have occurred to her.
It was a privilege for me to have
known Kathy, even though it was
only briefly.
Hilary Cannon
SBMC Membership Secretary

SUMMER 2015
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 9)

The house has specialist equipment to suit the children
and young people with a wide range of physical and
health needs, offering hoists and equipment for the safe
moving and handling of the children; adjustable height
tables; specialist baths; a sensory room; a specially designed play park and health care and monitoring
equipment.
At present the Committee consists of twelve members
who meet monthly and volunteer their time freely. They
have no overheads and all monies raised go directly to
the Beaulieu Respite charity for the children.
The Charity logo is the “Beaulieu Bee.” You will see him
emblazoned on the “Beaulieu Car” (this car was purchased from the proceeds of the "Walk 4 Beaulieu" in
June 2011. "Beaulieu Bee” is available at all the Island
Festivals.
The 2012 project was the “Reflective Garden”; funds
were raised and the new garden has been designed
and was planted out in 2013. This is a great asset for
the children of Beaulieu House. Grateful thanks go to
the Botanic Gardens Society
for their support with the project.
Also the children have enjoyed, from the generosity of
donors, trips to Paultons Park
on the mainland, the Circus,
Havenstreet Railway and the
Pantomine at Christmas and
many others. They now have ipads, scooters, games
and all the other smaller items that make life fun, but

would not be available without the original "Friends of
Beaulieu", which is now renamed - Beaulieu Respite!
T h e
Arund e l
Gr oup
R id in g
for the Disabled Association (RDA) (registered charity
1074378 www.arundelrda.org.uk) was founded in
1979 by Joy
Leggett, based at
her stables, The
Arundel Riding
Centre. Joy is still
involved with the
group - and her
daughter Alison is
now their RDA
instructor. The aim
of the group is to
give the opportunity of riding
to any disabled child who
might benefit in general health
or happiness.
The Group is part of the South
East region which covers Sussex, Surrey and Kent. It offers
riding as a therapy for children who live, or attend
schools, in the Arundel area.
(Continued on page 18)

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If you
are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday of
each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.0pm. The pub is in Ecton Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email: Dave at shirebears@sportingbears.co.uk or call 07901501578 if you
need more information.
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BEAR FACTS
SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk

Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 17)

Riding helps riders in many ways including improving
balance, co-ordination concentration, confidence and
speech. And it's fun! They meet every Tuesday afternoon
during term time. The activities could not take place
without the continuing support of Joy and Alison, or their
volunteers and trustees.
T h e
Hope
for Holl i e
Foundation (Registered Charity 1156216,
www.hopeforhollie.co.uk) was set up as a registered
charity in 2014. The inspiration behind the charity is Hollie Carter who was diagnosed with NP-C (Niemann Pick
Type C) in 2007, at the age of 2.
NP-C is a rare, genetically inherited disease which affects both children and adults. The disease is a neurologically progressive disease in which large quantities of
cholesterol and other fatty acids accumulate in the brain
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and other major organs. The brain, central nervous system, liver and spleen are all affected. Although there is
medication
to
help manage the
symptoms of NPC and slow down
progression, there
is currently no
cure.
Disease progression is variable
but the vast majority of children
who show early
onset of symptoms will be severely impacted by their
teenage years or die before the age of 20 (with those
more severely impacted dying before the age of 10).
Emily and Sarah Bushaway both suffer from NP-C. In
2014 their parents Mark and Lisa approached the Foundation seeking grant funding for a SATS monitoring machine for Emily and help towards adapting the garden
to make it wheelchair friendly for their younger daugh(Continued on page 26)
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.
You can search via the Yahoo box at the top of the page.

ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.
Email picture(s) and a written report to
webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
GAMBOL TOO - A Punter’s Perspective by Phil Brigstock
My Finnish girlfriend, Tiina and I experienced our first Sporting Bears
event, Northern Gambol Too, last
weekend, and it was an unqualified
success. Tiina is a new convert to the
ways of the petrolhead and I feared
the weekend could be "the end of a
beautiful friendship" - to misquote
Humphrey Bogart.
We set off up the M6 on a wet and
windy Friday night at 5pm in my
(hopefully) "modern classic" - a year
2000 Ferrari 360. The M6 Toll road
was nice and quiet but was a little
pointless as the following junctions,
16 to 20, were gridlocked and from
20 onwards we saw driving rain and
hill fog. However, we made it to the
Fat Lamb Inn around 9pm, despite
my TomTom refusing to accept that
the postcode existed, to be greeted
by a warm welcome from Paul
(Grizzly Bear), Angela and the assembled throng of "Gamboleers".
Paul had saved us a massive and
scrumptious meal and immediately
extracted money from us for that
evenings charity Le Mans racing
sweepstake which was just reaching
it's conclusion - we lost, of course.
The Fat Lamb is lovely, a relaxed
and unpretentious pub/hotel with
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comfy beds where both the ale and
the fires are real.
Saturday breakfast was a communal
affair with lots to eat. Striking up
conversation with my neighbour (who
I had known for around 5 minutes)
resulted in her announcing to the table that her husband’s was long and
thin whereas mine was short and fat
- thankfully, it transpired that she
was referring to our sausages – our
breakfast sausages to be even more
precise.
Tiina and I are car rally "virgins" - I
guess my choice of car made that
clear to all the "old hands". An
eclectic mix of cars took part ranging
from 1950's Triumphs to a modern
BMW M3 setting off around 9am on
a 4 section run. The first 5 miles provided potholes, errant sheep, cycle
clubs, quad bikes and ramblers enjoying lanes which felt about 3 millimetres wider than my car. Admittedly the scenery was magnificent (or
so I'm told) and in a Mk 1 Escort
Mexico, for example, I'd have had a
ball. Compounding issues, however,
was the fact that my car is so
"clever" that certain road surfaces
can put the suspension into "get you
home" mode, changing the dampers

to rock solid and so the first 57mile
section to the lovely Lanercost
Augustine Priory felt like several hundred miles and Tiina and I were still
vibrating as we crawled out of the
car into the Priory for well earned
tea and biscuits. Were we really
going to survive two days of this,
more importantly was the Ferrari?
However, Section 2 from Lanercost to
Kielder Water was quite a contrast.
The roads were more open , with
several high moorland stretches, and
a blast along the Kielder lakeside
was much more "up our alley". We
took lunch in the restaurant overlooking the lake watching the driving
rain, ominous clouds and glorious
sunshine take it in turn to keep us
amused.
Section 3 from Kielder to the truly
magnificent Langley Castle was another lovely run with stunning scenery
and we were getting into a rhythm.
Tulip routes are tricky though for
rally newcomers. Once setting off
you have no idea where you are and
you are dependent on making the
turns exactly as written. Of course
the speedo "over/under reading" on
our car differed from that on the car
that made the route (presumably

SUMMER 2015
GAMBOL TOO - A Punter’s Perspective (cont’d)
Paul's flying Healey) and coupled
with adding on the extra mileage
created by my taking the odd wrong
turn, tested Tiinas patience in the
extreme. But, she coped admirably,
we "enjoyed" spirited conversations
about upcoming junctions only a couple of times and she never threw up
once. Eventually I realised that a verbal description of the upcoming road
junction layout was as important as
the mileage.
We arrived
at the perfectly
restored
and
hugely imposing Langley
Castle to be
greeted by a
beautiful
"sitting room"
complete with
knights in armour
and
properly
tasty scones.
It really is a
lovely building full of
history going
back
to
1350.
The final Section 4, had lots of excellent open moorland driving which we
mostly did in the company of a Porsche Boxster S, a Toyota Supra, a
spiritedly driven MR2 and a little
Vauxhall Tigra convertible going
"Hell for leather" and leading the
charge. It was a fun little group and
"Poseur of the Weekend
Award” (excluding my massive bright
red Ferrari, of course) has to go to
Brian and Viv's Porsche Boxster, nonchalantly raising and lowering their
roof as the sun or rain dictated,
whilst on the move approaching the
junctions - only kidding, Brian and
Viv were most friendly and Tiina and
I really enjoyed their company.
The Fat Lamb hove into view after

nearly 200miles which felt like 500
and Tiina and I immediately collapsed onto our bed, woken by the
alarm just in time for dinner and the
fancy dress and auction.
Our “car is the star” related theme
was "Back to the Future" and Tiina
looked exceedingly stylish in a vintage 1950's dress and hairdo, replicating Marty McFly's mum/girlfriend,
Lorraine. For my part I had gone

mad in my workshop the weekend
before knocking up the "mind reading" headgear for part of my Doctor
Emmet Brown disguise. Other notable
costumes included amongst others,
several from the Wacky Races, Toad
of Toad Hall, Ambrose & Rosalind
(from one of the great car movies Genevieve) and even a Lady Penelope with her faithful manservant,
Parker.
Grizzly, partially shaved for the first
time in many years and dressed as
Burt Reynolds, was in his element
hosting the Auction over supper lovingly describing each of the 39
pieces of the socket sets on offer and
keeping up a momentum that played
havoc with his melting mascara. Of

course, many "Gamboleers" showed
enormous generosity, especially
Derek Bradnam who, for reasons
unknown, seemed to be cornering the
market in LED torches! The finale of
the evening was the declaration of
that evenings Le Mans video winners
and the moment I bought my ticket
and drew out the Audi with Tom Cristensen behind the wheel, I knew the
prize was mine. The auction raised a
little over £1000
by the end of the
evening, and the
total raised for
Jigsaw the children’s hospice by
the end of the
weekend just over
£2000 – a remarkable achievement.
Sunday was a
more relaxed day,
with a lovely mixed
roads run down to
the Lakeland Motor
Museum at the foot
of Lake Windermere. Grizzly had
found us a wonderful little road over
the hills with a stupendous view of
the Lake before we hurtled down to
the Museum. Driving up that hill held
the surprise of Grizzly jumping out of
the undergrowth snapping everyone
who powered past. On several sections over the two days we felt we
were "motoring on" only to find Grizzly waiting round the bend with his
camera - either he's an unbelievably
quick driver with a highly modified
Healey or he knows all the short cuts
- I favour the latter.
The Motor Museum was totally
charming - not too big or too small
and beautifully presented with many
really rare artifacts. Tiina and I enjoyed racing each other on an old
arcade game I remember from my
childhood (Tiina's too young, of
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BEAR FACTS
GAMBOL TOO - A Punter’s Perspective (cont’d)
with copious thanks to Grizzly, Angela and The Fat Lamb
team for a cracking weekend which was run with military
precision and endless good humour - a tricky combination to pull off.
A thrash down the M6 completed a 650mile weekend, in
time for us to slump in front of "For the Love of Cars"
with a Chicken Bhuna.
The ultimate test - would Tiina do it again? You bet she
would.
Phil

course) where you steer a car which
"drives" over a road marked on a
rotating drum, with each deviation
error from the road losing points she must have cheated, that's all I
can say. The Museum even had a
Delorean that Doc Brown would
have appreciated. The highlight for
me though, was the Malcolm and
Donald Campbell Museum holding
replicas of the Speed Record boats.
I can't help but think Donald was
totally consumed with a desire to
please his dead father, against his
better judgement - rather a sad
story really.
A lovely classic double decker bus
(called Peter) which has a "low
bridge" body with a very low head height upstairs, trundled us from the Museum to the Haverthwaite train station. The journey to the Lakeside
brought back boyhood memories of my head out
the window watching the smoke until a lump of
soot in my eyes brought me back to reality.
Crossing the platform at Lakeside saw us jump
from the train to the "steamer" MV Swan (now
diesel powered, I'm afraid - such is progress), for
a relaxed sail up Windermere past verdant forests and million pound holiday homes to the busy
little town of Bowness on Windermere. Waiting to
run us back to the Museum was Peter. He may
have been built for low bridges but several thudding impacts left a trail of minor branches in our
wake as we scythed our way home.
Back at the Museum the weekend came to a close
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GAMBOL TOO - A Grizzly Perspective
The weekend of May 15th – 17th saw a sleuth of 40
odd Sporting Bears (a sleuth, as I’m sure you know, being the collective name for a group of bears) gather “up
north” for the second Northern Gambol – the spiritual
successor to the series of highly successful and popular
“Capers” run by Bob and Mary Smith from 2006 to
2010. Based at the Fat Lamb during all this time, I, as
the owner of said establishment, took on the mantle of
organiser after Bob and Mary’s retirement.
The Gambols are run in the same spirit as the Capers
used to be, primarily as a social event for a gathering
of like-minded folk who enjoy using their cars as they
were intended to be used – i.e. out on the open road
whilst eating our way around some spectacular scenery,
before returning to the Fat Lamb for a convivial evening
of food, alcohol (for those who chose to imbibe) and
amusement.
Saturday’s route took us via country lanes and villages
and briefly north of the border into Essenpeeland, then
heading down by the side of Kielder Water for a lunch
stop before tackling some superb moorland roads over
Allendale, Weardale and Teesdale as we headed back
to base. An eclectic mix of cars took part, a pretty even
split between older classics and modern performance
cars with E-types and Healeys rubbing shoulders with
Mercedes and Porsche – even a brave soul in a very
wide (certainly for our roads) Ferrari. The visitors were
joined by a few local supporters who added a Granada Ghia Coupe, Aston and Jensen amongst others to
the mix.
Saturday night saw an enthusiastic take up of our, now
regular, fancy dress theme – this year’s being characters
from any film where the “Car is the Star”. Several
“Parkers and Lady Penelopes” , Genevieve Characters,
a brace of Dick Dastardlys and Penelope Pitstops, and
a superb Emmett Brown and Lorraine McFly from Back to
the Future. Sadly my attempt at Burt Reynolds from
Smokey and the Bandit – minus most of my usual full
beard – turned out more like Woody from Toy Story,
but was well received nevertheless.
The evenings “entertainment” consisted of an auction of
prizes – from socket sets and plant pots to food hampers
and champagne – all donated by local businesses with a
bit of gentle persuasion from myself. I should like to add
an uncharacteristic serious note here. The generosity of
people and companies who handed over items for our
auction is both heart warming and humbling, but this in
itself is matched by the generosity of those who attended and bid for the items, raising an incredible
£1,106 for the charity. My thanks and appreciation on
behalf of Jigsaw, and my own admiration and respect
goes to all who took part.

Sunday’s run was a much shorter affair, firstly to visit the
Lakeland Motor Museum but then to travel by Steam
Train , Lake Steamer and Classic Double Decker Bus on
a round trip to Bowness and back to our cars. Amazingly, no-one got lost or missed either the train, the boat
or the bus. A few at this point departed homewards, the
remainder returned to the Fat Lamb for a further night –
but the
tour being now
officially
over,
I
was able
to finally
r e l a x
and enjoy dinner that
evening,
without
the worry of “what comes next?”
We had a surprise guest in the shape of Bob Smith who
joined us on Saturday night and who I persuaded
(without a lot of difficulty) to come along for the Sunday
run. This was Bob’s first Bears event following Mary’s
passing earlier this year after a long fight with cancer,
and must have been difficult for him, so it was good to
see him enjoying the company of old friends.
From my own point of view, the event went very successfully – it is for others to say if it was as successful from a
participant’s point of view. What I can say is that for our
chosen charity – Jigsaw the children’s hospice in Carlisle
the event was very successful, raising a grand total of
£2,120 for them. Well done to all who took part – and
yes I think we may well do it again next year.
Paul “Grizzly Bear” Bonsall.
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BEAR FACTS
KOALA’S REPORT
We have had a busy pre-season
meeting with charities, discussing and
getting involved in planning the already identified events for the year.

This is Trudi doing her best bear impression whilst encouraging the public to come and take a ‘Beartastic’
ride in one of the many varied cars

We have agreed a date with the
Marfan Trust for an event in the
South which they have been looking
to try and get planned, on the 3rd
October for a Dream Rides event
and it will be occurring at the Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop. This is the same location as the
Naomi House rides earlier in the summer. We have also had a fantastic
response to the new Arundel Castle
event being held on the 12th July, so
much so that we had filled the spaces
available to us within a day or so
and we have a reserve list for this
one too.
Our first event of the year has been
the Wallingford Car Rally. This year
was our fourth year providing Dream
Rides and our second year raising
funds for Footsteps Foundation. Four
years ago we had 6 cars to provide
the rides and this year we had 22
cars. This is year we also had a visit
from 2 families who benefit from
Footsteps Foundation (who provide
world renown techniques in their
field) and they were able to enjoy
the Sporting Bears experience with a
couple of rides.

available for rides. We had an
eclectic mix of cars starting with the
always popular Lamborghini Gallardo, Ferrari 355 and Aston Martins
through the Holden Clubsport R8
(Vaux VXR8), Lotus’s, TVR’s to a Triumph TR6, Wilys Jeep, Daimler
SP250 Dart and Porsche 356
Speedster! A massive thank you to
all the drivers who came and delivered the most amazing performance
we have ever achieved at Wallingford. We absolutely smashed last

year’s total, raising a massive £1700
for Footsteps Foundation.
Photos for this article are all from the
Wallingford Event, and are courtesy
of Phil Day and Jon Mott.
As we head into June we are preparing for our next event at Dunsfold, Surrey – The Supercar Event.
This year we will have more cars
available for Dream Rides and more
of these drivers are new members
which is great for the club and the
opportunities for the public to experience what we do best. July we
will be at the Arundel Classics at the
Castle event on 12th July and our
annual visit to provide rides for the
children, families and carer’s at
Naomi House and Jacks Place on
19th July. August has us moving
across to the Isle of Wight for the
Garlic Festival, we also have a new
event on Sunday 16th August at the
Cowley Classic Car Show. We have
been invited to this car show to support SeeSaw, a charity we first supported through Wallingford Car
Rally. Due to our involvement on the
Isle of Wight, Mike Gardner has
kindly agreed to run this event. As
with all first events, who knows where
it might lead. If you wish to be involved in this event please let us
know at the our usual email, koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk and we
will put you in touch with Mike.

Our very own Bears, Pete and Lissa
talking to the Wallingford Compere
Marcus.
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KOALA’S REPORT (cont’d)

Trudi is still raising money for her
Clipper Round the World Yacht race
where she has raised £1,100 plus
£250 of gift aid which is a great
result. Thank you to all of the Sporting Bears who have given her donations. She is looking to raise an impressive £20,000 for the Golden
Lion Children’s Trust based in West
Sussex. If anyone knows of any business sponsor who would like to sponsor one of the 4 legs that she will be
competing in then get in touch as she
will be leaving the UK heading off to

Both pictures show a selection of the Sporting Bears cars
going round the central event arena at lunch time raising
the profile for Dream Rides. Tagged on the back was a
Australia in DeMercedes SLS from a local dealer, Ashley Carter, who auccember
this
tioned a ride in it.
year, arriving
back in London July 2016.
Please contact us via our email adwww.justgiving.com/Trudi-Bubb
dress:We are delighted that we continue
to see new members wishing to get
involved at our events.
We are also looking forward to
working with any members who wish
to organise their own events as we
can provide any help and guidance
that you may require.

koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk

I’m so glad I’ve had the honour and
privilege of spending time with Brian
since. I’m sure many of you will feel
the same. He was the Garage Boss
at Thirlstane amongst others and a
grand job he did too; he’s been at
Teesside and Raby Castle where he
was part of some fantastic times.
Brian introduced me to the ECCDS,
the Education Centre for Children
with Down Syndrome, a charity very
close to his heart and now mine too
and it’s a relationship that will continue to grow.
When I found out Brian was ill, I suppose you think its going to be ok,
and you just want life to go on as
normal; sadly this wasn’t to be the

case and he passed away on the 3rd
May. A few Bears attended and
provided an escort to the Church and
crematorium, I’m sure he would have
loved it.
We will miss him!

and Trudi on 07946 431477,
or Huw on 07941 575465.
Huw and Trudi
The Koala Bears

BRIAN SHORT
I
met
Brian a
few years
ago, not
long after
I’d joined
the Bears,
I think it
was the
NEC my
first show
and the first thing I noticed was his
whistle, and I immediately regressed
back to my school days thinking
ooooer, is this going to be a bit
strict? It couldn’t have been farther
from the truth and every day with
the Bears has been the best ever and

Tony Beverley
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BEAR FACTS
Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
(Continued from page 18)

ter.
Lisa said “Mark and I would like to thank the Hope for
Hollie Foundation for not only funding the garden decking
area for our girls but also funding a much needed sats
monitor for our oldest daughter, Emily. Having the garden
decking will enable us to enjoy the outside space with our
girls whilst providing the care and support both girls need.
It is so much appreciated.”
Tyler’s Trust was started by a young
boy
and
his
family
(www.tylerstrust.co.uk) who have
been living with and fighting
against a brain tumour.
Tyler’s Trust aims to give gift boxes
to children & their siblings who are
either terminally ill, or who are suffering from life threatening illness in
the Worthing, Chichester, Portsmouth and Isle of Wight areas.
They have also
r e c e n t l y
branched out
into providing
bags containing
toothbrushes,
paste, shampoo
etc to be left at
hospitals
for
any child who is
admitted
to
hospital as an
emergency,
something Tyler
and his family
found they needed after being sent straight by ambulance to hospital in Southampton from Chichester immediately after an MRI scan found his tumour.
The Trust are currently applying for charity status.
Tyler is amazing, as are his family. They have all been
through so much, and are still living with the uncertainty
of his condition. It may seem extraordinary that they
are willing to give so much of their time & energy to put
smiles on other children's faces.

RYA Sailability (www.rya.org.uk) is the charity nominated for Kimbolton 2015.
Through RYA Sailability over 40,000 young people and
adults with disabilities are introduced to sailing per
year, and many go on to sail on a regular basis.
Sailing is one of the very few sports in which ablebodied sailors and disabled sailors can participate on
equal terms.Imagine the thrill of sailing for people, who
can feel and hear but have no sight, or of sailing a boat
at speed even though they can't walk, or of joining in a
sport where deafness doesn't matter.
Sailability continues to encourage and support people
with disabilities to take up the sport and facilitate sites
to develop sailing opportunities.

Charities Revisited
Registered charity
number 1001817,

www.newlifecharity.co.uk.
David Reeves from Newlife has written: “I’d be very keen
on working with Sporting Bears for what will be an incredible opportunity for Newlife Foundation in the Midlands. The impact of working with Sporting Bears could be
massive. First and foremost, more families will hear about
our services, and therefore, more children will access our
equipment grants and benefit in the local community. The
fundraising that Sporting Bears do for Newlife, without
subtraction of organisational costs, will help to fund those
families in need across any given county(ies) you choose.”
Newlife is the UK's largest charity funder of children's
specialist disability equipment. They also run the UK's
only national emergency equipment service, for terminally ill children.
Newlife Nurses support thousands of families; campaign
for policy change and fund targeted medical research,
to improve child health.
Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary
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More Charity Thank You Letters
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BEAR FACTS
GAMBOL TOO - A Polar Perspective
Paul ‘Grizzly Bear’ Bonsall bravely
organised another Northern Gambol at the Fat Lamb. 22 cars signed
up for another great weekend of
driving and eating, with some fundraising for Jigsaw thrown in.
Friday was for getting there and
Tony & Iris and Brian & myself had

a leisurely drive down in the sunshine - after some last minute panics
about the two MGBs! My V8 had
just received one of those hugely
expensive but exceptionally cooling
aluminium radiators and she showed
her appreciation by dumping 3/4
of pint of Penrite Classic 20W-50
onto the lock-up floor. Quick examination revealed it was the front oil
seal and she was booked into the
garage ‘toot sweet’ - Brian having
no time spare as he was finishing
off the fibre-glass bumper conversion on Tony’s GT. Those indicators
of course threw a wobbly the morning we were leaving but super hero
Brian got them sorted!
Leaving a bit late we had lunch in
Moffat and cream tea at Cranstons
in Penrith before arriving at the Fat
Lamb, where a lovely buffet supper
rounded off the day’s eating regime. Meanwhile the weather had
closed in and some souls were up
super early cleaning up their cars!
The rest of us had a huge breakfast
and got moving by 9.30 and by
then weather had decided to be
mostly sunny, if cool - not that that’s
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a worry if you’re in a V8 which always has heat to spare.
The day’s drive was quite a long
one, but through wonderfully scenic
bits of Cumbria and Northumberland, up hill and down dale to the
coffee stop at Lanercost Priory.
More scenic and hilly bits on the
way to lunch at Leaplish Waterside
Park at Kielder - the V8 radiator
proving its worth and Tony’s indicators still working!
Still sunny and the
afternoon run involved a cream tea
at Langley Castle
Hotel. We passed on
that and headed for
the Fat Lamb and an
early bath - I’d have
to get togged up as
Louise from Thelma
and Louise and had
a ferociously red wig
to cut a fringe into!
A delicious dinner
and a fantastic turn
out of fancy dresses - the theme
being ‘the car’s the star’. We had 3
Genevieves, 2 Driving Miss Daisies,
2 Dick Dastardly and Penelope Pitstops, the Doc from Back to the Future, Caractacus Potts and Truly
Scrumptious from Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, Starsky & Hutch, Parker and
Lady Penelope, and the Bandit from
Smoky & the Bandit, not forgetting
Thelma & Louise - quite a sight!!
The Doc’s outfit was the most outstanding and should have won a
prize in my humble opinion. It
was good to see Bob Smith on
the Saturday night and he joined
Paul in his Jaguar on the Sunday
for the day’s activity.
After all the grub, there was a
huge array of goodies to be
auctioned off and the bidding
was fierce. I did wonder how all
the stuff was going to fit into the
cars - after all TVRs or Jaguar Etypes are not renowned for their
load carrying capacity! Anyway,

the auction raised £1,106 - which
means the whole amount raised
over the weekend was £2,119. A
good result for Jigsaw and Paul will
get the hand-over sorted soon.
Another cool but sunny day saw us
heading off for a ‘less driving but
more attractions’ day - the scenic
route to the Lakeland Motor Museum was fine for slim MGBs but
more challenging for a rather wide
Ferrari 360 Modena.
Ten out of ten to the
driver for getting it
there without mishap
- although it must
have been close at
times! After a tour of
the museum and
lunch, there was a run
on the Lakeside &
Haverthwaite steam
train, a boat trip up
Lake Windermere to
Bowness (cool but
calm) and the Classic
Bus back to our cars
at the Museum. Wonderful!
Some headed for home at that
point and some headed back to the
Fat Lamb for another night of excellent food and great company. A
fantastic weekend and many thanks
to ‘Grizzly’ for organising it so superbly.
Helen Kirkness

SUMMER 2015
CURBOROUGH - Saturday 23rd May 2015 - Andrew Lake
I have been lucky enough to drive at many of the UK’s
top race circuits, Rockingham, Silverstone, Brands Hatch,
Donington. I have even enjoyed the delights of Aintree
and Teeside doing Dream Rides courtesy of Max and
Tony. So when I found myself free on the day of the
Bears visit to the Curborough sprint track on 23rd May I
jumped at the chance to attend.
An 8 o’clock drivers briefing and track walk meant an
early start but with the weather looking promising, the
roof came off the Elise and I headed in the direction of
Lichfield.
Curborough is tucked away in the countryside but easy
to find. The facilities may be a far cry from Silverstone
but all drivers received a warm welcome including an
excellent Bacon and Egg roll. The track walk gave the
first indication that Curborough was going to be a challenge to get right.

The morning session was run using a basic loop including
a challenging S bend. It soon became clear that to
carry the right speed through the corners you needed to
be very precise in your turn in point. I took Lancia Integrale driver, Mark Hall out and he was quick to point
out that I was turning in too early which was compromising my exit and therefore entry to the next corner. His
tip paid off and soon began to find a good rhythm getting quicker and more confident as the morning wore on.

After a freshly cooked lunch the afternoon session commenced using the more challenging figure of 8 circuit.
Heeding Mark’s advice I was soon finding the right lines
and having a lot of fun. Both circuits seemed to suit the
Elise with its high revving engine and nimble handling.
All too soon the day was over and there was a small
awards ceremony. I was delighted to learn that the
marshals had selected me to receive the KISS award.
No, not for kissing the barriers, but for Keeping it
Smooth Stupid.
It was a great day out at a challenging but safe track.
Although there were some spinners on the day the relatively slow speeds and run off areas mean that it is difficult to get yourself into real trouble, unlike some other
sprint tracks which have banks or walls lining the track.
The day was superbly organised by Dave Muttock
aided by professional marshals. Dave has another
event organised at Curborough on 12th September
which I’d highly recommend.
Andrew Lake

A Few Words from Dave Muttock too…...
To Bulk up numbers for the day I involved my employers,
DX Group. We both support the same charity so we
worked together with a common aim and raised £1,030
for Scotties Little Soldiers. A very successful day from
mine and the drivers perspective. Everyone received a
certificate for the day and two trophies were chosen by the
marshals - one for DX and the other for SBMC.
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BEAR FACTS
Albert Dock, Liverpool - Max Walker
For a few years we operated across
the way, then we had to move to
Albert Dock 3 years ago, who have
welcomed us with open arms. So

what is the event.....it is simply Sporting Bears Dream Rides, there is no
event apart from ourselves.
This year we were moved by 50ft,
as the UK Border Force were having
their seizure families day, we were
offered two spots on the Albert Dock
to operate from, so I took both!

Planning – At the gates place 4 cars
on display to capture people across
the way and lure them into Albert

Dock if they weren’t already coming.
Then set up Craig and Nimal with
static 458 and E-type with Ian on IT
to photograph and print pictures including fab overlay. Finally the
Dream Rides area, in front of the
imposing pillars of the Slavery Museum steps.

Weather – well apart from the wind,
which was less in this area, the sun
shone and someone forgot to wear
his hat.........
Cars – as always we have an amazing mix of cars in our membership,
willing to commit to drive and drive
they did. Ben arrived with PA, cars
lined up, new and regular Bears
alike, quietish start and then we
rolled. People gathered on the barriers, filming the cars leaving, returning, smiling. Also Simon and Jo on
control and BSV, yes Bears Support
Vehicle. Georgie on desk and John
on Garage, Paul & Rob on cameras.......... plus with thanks to Cara
and Charlotte....Claire Bear of
course.
We had 19 cars including new Bears
MG Boattail Speedster, Fiat 124
Spyder, Healeys, Holden (yes that
reserved Aussie family saloon) Noble, GTD40, TVRs Chimera & Tuscan,
Porsche, Lotus Excel & Elise, Morgan,
F-type, Aventador, McLaren, and of
course our adopted Bentley Bear
Lisa brought the GT Speed. Later
Bob & Huw arrived in the racing E-
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SUMMER 2015
Albert Dock, Liverpool (cont’d)
type. All these cars kept moving form
12ish onwards, with the Lambo and
Bentley being fully booked first.

£ 6 0 0 ,
o v e r
£800....well wow, with
our usual £1,200 on
Dream Rides a healthy
£2k plus raised and
thank you Liverpool.

Then arrive Mike and Jo from Merseyside Police, those who have
helped at Liverpool or Aintree know
the support the Police give the Bears.
This time when the garage area
cleared I would pick on a vic-

Are
you
sitting
down.....total was actually (and Jo works in a
bank and can count!)

pleased to know that we still had Jet
Skis and hovercraft (still seems weird
to say “Fire Brigade jet skis!”) – as
ever very popular.

tim......ooopppss volunteer, from the
crowd and they would take the
roadside dexterity test. This is an
easy 9 steps heel to toe in a straight

We were very busy and we welcomed Pat Faragher from Claire
House to an emotional return to say
hello, as her hubby Lee joined
the Bears through seeing what
we did and used his TVR on
Dream Rides, but sadly very
suddenly died and it has been
a couple of years for Pat to
be able to come to another
event as it brings so many
memories back. Late on Pat
popped across and said guess
how much on photos...... no not

£4,366......... yes we
had tripled Dream
Rides from previous years and over
£900 on pictures........so thank you all
who came along and helped an
amazing day in Liverpool.
Max

line. Then place the beer goggles on
with hilarious applause form the
crowd. We also had Fire & Rescue
support with a Fire Engine, and those
that read last year’s article will be
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BEAR FACTS
SURFING BEARS REPORT - Baz Firth, MBE

All told it has been a quiet start to
the year for events in the Surfing
Bears region; I am still searching for
local events and warmly welcome
any as I am very keen to develop
the Bears in the South West. It is
such a beautiful area with the likes
of Dartmoor and Cheddar Gorge for
driving meets and some great venues
to meet up that I feel we need to
exploit the area for the Bears and
get the word out like Haynes Motor
Museum and the Fleet Air Arm Museum. That said, it was quiet until
May 17th when the third instalment
of the Supercar Siege took place.

We are still wading through emails
and catching up with everyone but
suffice to say that the event was a
total success that surpassed our expectations.
Myself, fellow cofounder Ross Thomson and Clare
from the RNRMCF wanted to aim for
a great target for the 2015 Siege so
aimed high and
set ourselves a
£15,000 target,
do you think we
reached it?
For those that
aren’t
aware,
the Siege was
conceived back
TRANSPORTING
in 2012 after I
BEARS EVENT
was invited by
SHELTER AND KIT
the RNRMCF to a
THE EASY WAY
charity
dinner
where I was sat
next to the then CEO of the stunning
Leeds Castle in Kent. Following some
great food and lots of red wine and
port the deal had been struck where
I had waxed lyrical about how fantastic the Bears are and what an
amazing venue the castle was to be
able to hold an event at. A chance
meeting with a fellow petrolhead
Ross Thomson at the 2012 NEC resulted in us pushing forward with the
idea of holding a static display of
cars along with Dream Rides and a
helicopter from my work. A few

GREAT SUPPORT FROM A-PLAN VIA THE SPONSORED EVENT SHELTER - THE QUEUE WAS VERY
LONG
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brainstorming sessions and the Supercar Siege was born.
Following two great events in 2013
and 2014 fast forward to 2015
which simply put, went to the next
level.
With over 500 cars displaying in a
static capacity, 34 Dream Ride cars

from the Bears, Royal Marine band
and a Merlin Mk3 helicopter from
work, the stage was set. We also
had some fantastic food stalls, all of
whom donated a percentage of their
takings to our cause. Ross called to
arms his faithful team from Miss Banzai (aka the pink shirts) and he was
simply legendary in the planning and
organising of the event. If you are
ever short of someone with an eye
for detail to run events across the
UK, look no further - Ross is your
man.
Over the preceding six months lots of
work went on, securing cars, dealers
and vendors and we were really
thankful to secure a main sponsor in
the form of Mulgari Automotive and
with this support we could all
breathe a little easier and sleep a
little bit better as the financial pressure to cover costs was abated.
Huge support again from Tommy at
SuperVettura who brought along a
Zonda, Koenigsegg Agera R and a
La Ferrari to form part of the special
static in the castle circle lawn.
There were a few hiccups on the
way, an event of this magnitude attracts them it would seem, we all

SUMMER 2015
SURFING BEARS REPORT (cont’d)

MERLIN MK 3, 458 SPECIALE & F40 - COMBINED TOTAL OF….?

learned from them though, remained
resilient and adapted to the fast
balls as they came. Two of real concern to me were related to the helicopter. The main arena is centred
around the huge 23m x 19m, 14600
kg Merlin, so when the revised 2015
display charges came in at over 45
times the expected amount it was
with a sad and heavy heart that I
had to inform the charity and team
that it was no longer a viable affordable option. Not content with
the price change which landed on my
desk only weeks before Siege launch
I knew I had to somehow fight the
event and charities corner so called
upon a fellow Bear, Steve Shaw.
With a larger email address list than
myself and being walking distance
from Senior people that can make a
difference, he went beyond my potentially career limiting emails of
complaint and worked his magic to
not only get the helicopter back in
the picture but at nil cost!
The sponsor was informed as they
had allocated money to cover the
initial expected costs and a true testament to their pragmatic and altruistic approach they said they didn’t
want the money back and put it towards the charity total.
The second potential heart attack
was on the Friday immediately before the Siege where the helicopter

crew called me to say that the helicopter had developed a fault with its
rotor brake. I couldn’t believe it, so
close and now seemingly so far
away after all of our efforts. The
squadron were desperate to get to
the event after months of back to
back deployments and assured me it
would be rectified - the two hours
that followed seemed like two days.
I eventually got the call I was praying for in that the helicopter was
fixed, had lifted and was now inbound to Leeds Castle. Pheww.
Lots of Bears had come forward to
help and I was very lucky and grateful again to have such outstanding
support from the garage team led
by Damian Page and Steve Bell and

the bookings desk made up from Bev
Wyatt, Tansy Burgess, Michelle Leney and Mrs F got stuck in as well,
all working flat out getting the passengers signed up. Ant Webb and
Kelly Condon worked the cool wall
and were an excellent sales team for
the Bears seducing any passing member of the public into their Dream
Ride web. They all worked tirelessly,
professionally and proudly to
achieve something I have never seen
in my short time with the Bears
“Dream Rides, Completely Sold Out”
by 14:40. All told the amazing team
smashed through 228 Dream Rides,
which when you consider the 40 minute on road time due to traffic and
road works is pretty amazing.
Of course huge thanks must go to all
the drivers; they were all on time in
the morning, yes even Rob Stannard!
All produced or had provided their
details and proof of cover in advance and were all chomping at the
bit to get out there and convert their
petrol into huge grins and donations.
Far too many cars to single out, suffice to say they were all amazing however two of note if I may were
Rob Ledsom’s stunning HASBRO Bumblebee Camaro and Paul Gardiner’s
KITT. It has long been an aspiration
of mine to have an 80s upwards
iconic car Dream Rides theme and
even though the Lightning McQueen
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SURFING BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
that also came to help was a static it
was clear to see that there was so
much appetite for the cars like this.
Rob was noteworthy as it was his first
Dream Ride event and he was nonstop all day but then after being
sold out changed to a static where
the car had the kids (and big kids
flocking) for photos, he also came
armed with Transformer facemasks
to hand out to the kids, oh and in my
limited experience I have never had
a driver say, “I also have my Garrison Stormtrooper outfit if we need
it”!
KITT was also hugely popular, more
so with the big kids (like me!) as to
be next to KITT, see and hear that
infamous red light and his commen-

KITT WAS VERY POPULAR ALL DAY

tary on the day was brilliant. A lot
of looks from the kids who were of
an age to not know who KITT was
but these looks were soon pushed to
the back with plenty of Dads scrabbling to get to the front.
All the drivers endured a very busy

day, as part of the event team running the whole day I can admit I
would never have thought to scope
the local council for anything running
adjacent on a Sunday. I won’t make
that mistake again, there was an
accident (nothing to do with Bears)
on a nearby roundabout which nobody could have predicted, the
queues it produced were almost biblical, the local road works division
decided to start re-surfacing a
nearby main access road at 09:00
and there was also a large bicycle
rally running at the same time. The
drivers dealt with it all and every
time I managed to catch up with one
they all had big smiles with no complaints, testament to that great
team/family Bear
spirit.
So with the day
complete
and
everyone
exhausted and on
their way home,
the site was returned to normal,
I also hit upon the
ultimate Bears kit
delivery system
via Merlin which
was a superb idea as somehow I
managed to end up with more kit
than I arrived with.
What followed next was the long
catch up with social media, emails
and phone calls. With over 9,000
visitors it was a huge event and bot-

tom line as of 28 May is that I am
happy to announce that we went a
little over our £15,000 target and
the final sum (before Gift Aid) is
£24,000. Of that huge total over
£7700 came from Dream Rides so a
huge well done to Team Bears.
Looking out across the rest of the
year I have secured a great local
eatery, The White Post, Rimpton who
is keen to have a regular Sunday
meet, stunning food and a lovely
venue so I am also talking to Haynes
about us jumping onto their new Sunday morning meet and combine both.
I was very keen to get us on the map
at the annual Classics at the Castle
which is hosted at Sherborne Castle,
sadly despite several attempts to
talk about it I have had no reply so
have parked that opportunity for this
year.
To echo my previous requests via
Bear Facts if everyone in the region
can email me and get in touch, if
there is an event that you think we
can support I am all ears and welcome suggestions.
Baz

ALL BEARS KIT ACCOUNTED FOR
& ON ITS WAY BACK TO YEOVIL
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CPoP - The Press Day - What, NO BENTLEY?
This invite came along through our
supporters at Cheshire Classic Cars
who asked if I could help drive a
Yank Muscle Race Car, (only a
1969 Ford Mustang Boss 302 with
full cage), in Media City for the
CPoP Press Day.... well it would
have been rude not to!!!
So 5am start with two trailers, I get

Lots of waiting around and chatting
to a chap who’s brought 2 wheels,
but being Dougie Lampkin we’ll let
him off, as he starts his magic, dancing around these very expensive 4wheel motors, bunny hopping journalists and having full licence to
mess about in the area.

to tow the Lamborghini Jota that
many saw at Carfest North last
year and those that heard it at
Carfest South or the Cheshire Classic Cars open day know how that
car sounds..... LOUDDDDDD.
Arrive just outside Media City in
Manchester into a secured car park
with a flurry of activity in between
race trailers already in full swing,
with not a tax disc in sight. This was
about Power and this car park certainly had that. Unload our cars and
pop around into the waiting lane,
quiet for the BBC news to run and
then assemble, a monsterous engine
Ford Capri like no other, complimenting the modern road going
BAC Mono, Lotus GT and BMW i8.

Paul “pictures” Griff makes it in
time and snaps away. Time for
lunch and then a little engine warming as Dougie starts to circle on his
back wheel around the Jota – stay
calm Iain – I’m sure he’s as good as
he looks....and yes he is. Interviews,
lunch and various footage captured,
time to drive back to the trailers,
“Paul, want to jump in the Jota?”
you don’t ask him twice.
Look out for our report on CPoP, the
main event that starts with a Met
Office weather warning, well this is
CPoP afterall.
Max
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BEAR FACTS
Luxury Motor Show Press Day
Back in 2011 the first LMS event
took place and the team soon realised they had to make some
changes - in 2013 the event returned to huge success. Sporting
Bears are closely linked to both
LMS and the charity, When You
Wish Upon A Star, which was
founded in Nottingham.
In 2014 the idea was hatched to
have a Press Day in Nottingham to
promote and shout about the charity’s 25th anniversary in its home
city and promote the event, so we
gather at Goosedale, the 100acre
venue just north of Nottingham, for
a spectacular day. My day starts
at Crewe, taking the fastest 4 door
luxury Mulsanne Bentley produced,
named Speed, 3 tonnes can be
deceptive to onlookers. A steady
drive across the A50 and up the
M1 with co pilot Paul “bring your
go pro too” Griffiths. As we travel

northbound all 4 lanes of the
southbound M1 are stationery on
the very section we are using later,
but with 2 hours to clear the rush
hour I’m confident all will be good.
Arriving on site, we received a sunshine greeting by the team from
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LMS. Shortly afterwards
the
other cars start to
arrive, with families and the unveiling of the
Sporting Bears
support vehicle.
Those that have
seen or read
about Simon Parish and his late
nights ordering
on
cones an dl i gh ts . co m
will understand this year the vehicle is fully wrapped with covert....yes covert, flashing lights front
and rear. Another surprise was
Peter Gillatt arriving in a different
Aston, the Rapide with extra seats
now – quick, notify the council for
permit change! Mark Andrews
brought the California and Paul
Bailey sent his P1 as
seen on the NEC Bears
stand and fresh from
the recent charity rides
at Silverstone.
To compliment the
event a Murcielago,
F40, & F430 were
added; main event
sponsor Bentley
Leicester sent a
Flying Spur and
supporting brand Gray Paul
a beautiful Maserati. Families are thrilled to be let
loose in a controlled area
with such beautiful cars,
when the Stig arrives to spiral their excitement upwards. What a day already
and we haven’t started the
engines yet - cameras are
frantic. Press includes TV
stations, radio and papers,
as the Nottinghamshire Police arrive. Range Rover as
lead car and 3 outrider motorcycles. Fantastic support
from the force to support

this moment for families that are at
difficult stages, plus it also acts as
practice for “threat classed” convoys.
So ready for the off, I deliver a
drivers briefing, followed by the
Police team, when the Police pose
this question to Simon......”can you
cap the convoy with your lights on
please?” reply “on the M1 officer?” O Yes......... Simon “kid in the
sweet shop” Parish smiles, now
that’s the way to christen the Bears
Support Vehicle for 2015!
Meanwhile Maggie from the charity has finished interviews and it’s
time to load up some very excited
kids, no not Simon, the real kids -

(Continued on page 38)

BEAR FACTS
Luxury Motor Show Press Day - (cont’d)
(Continued from page 36)

the reason this day is happening.
So press and extra family are in
the minibus on their way and the
convoys lines up on the driveway Paul runs to capture pics and then
we’re off. Through the picturesque
villages and using part of our
Dream Rides route familiar to LMS
Bears, we slide onto the M1, blue
lights at the lead, with outriders
moving us across 4 lanes, and then
cruise. Simon keeping the rear with
yellow, red and white covert flashing lights (see Jo, he did need to
buy them!) signalling the end of this
very special convoy. As we progress towards the Nottingham exit,
the outriders then peel across lanes
clearing a zone for the cars to pass
and exit back onto the main A
roads into the City. As we approach our destination, the police
put their sirens on to announce the
families arriving, driving down the
tram lines and onto Market
Square.
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Here the LMS forward team park
the cars and then the masses
descend, what an afternoon
sight, lunch or shopping 10 of
the worlds top cars, with the
City Hall dressed in the largest St George flag I’ve ever
seen, ready for the next
day’s celebrations. More
press and the Sherriff of Nottingham, no, not Alan Rickman, is guided through the
cars and spends time talking to the
families who have just enjoyed a
magic moment. LMS are known to
look after Bears and a gazebo
with refreshments is already there,
while the families are then guests
at a local eatery for lunch.
Was it successful, YES, the Bears
team are delighted to be so
closely associated with the LMS
team that we get to share this moment with WISH families. Later
Maggie explained the families
reactions and why it was so special.
"Hassan who had a brain tumour
was so overwhelmed riding in the
Lamborghini, an experience he will
never forget.
Jamaal who is due to have an operation in the next week or so said
that it really gave him something to
focus on other than his operation
which he is really scared about.
And little Danny who was very quiet
as he had just had treatment that
morning really
loved riding in
the Aston Martin. He
was
a
little bit
poorly
towards
the end
of the
day but
had
a
wonderful time.

When we got back to Goosedale
Danny and his brothers were given
an extra special ride in the Maserati."
Well this is exactly why we wanted
the children to have the experience
in the cars, imagine the family conversation focused on that day
rather than the day to day medication routine, how many children
get to ride into town under police
escort in amazing cars and park in
their town square.
So thank you, to all who made this
day happen, Nottingham Police,
Bentley UK, Bears members, LMS
event cars and especially to the
families, as for the families it is not

easy for them to stop everything
and smile, to spend a day forgetting what are life changing and
sometimes life ending conditions for
their children and also maintain
some normality for their siblings.
This is why I will always shout and
push to get the Bears to help these
events, raise money is essential, but
raising smiles is VITAL!
Thank you, Max.

SUMMER 2015
More Charity Thank You Letters
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BEAR FACTS
Newspaper Clippings
Thanks to George Dodds for sending this article from a local newspaper in the
Newcastle area. Smile for Life is a charity that the Bears have supported, and it
is always nice to catch up on new initiatives.
Also, some interesting information from Bob & Carol Howes about the paper
driving licence no longer being valid.
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We are now “100 Club” Members of “me & dee”
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BEAR FACTS
Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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SUMMER 2015
Forthcoming Events
July 2015
5
Drive Out Day, Midlands
5
Corbridge Classic, Northumberland
11
Air Day, Yeovilton, Somerset
12
Kimbolton Country Fayre, Cambs
12
Classic at the Castle, Arundel Castle
18
Classics in the City, Edinburgh
18-19
Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb, Worcs
19
Middle Wallop, Hants
23
RAF Marham Families Day
24-26
Silverstone Classic, Northants

Hugh Jackson
Bob Selby
Baz Firth
Neville Colvin
Huw Page
Andrew Carrie
Ian Snelling
Marcus Barr
Baz Firth
Dave Muttock

0121 378 2572
cobra.gpt290s@blueyonder.co.uk
bazfirth@talktalk.net
secretary@sportingbears.co.uk
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
Andrew@acarrie.net
iansnelling@talktalk.net
barr.eventide@googlemail.com
bazfirth@talktalk.net
dave.muttock@gmail.com

August 2015
31J - 2 CarFest North, Cheshire
2
Duxford, Cambs
10
Teesside, Middlesborough
15
Bradgate Park Visit, Leics.
15-16
Garlic Festival, Isle of Wight
16
Raby Castle, Co Durham
16
Cowley Classic Car Show, Oxfordshire
23
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)
28-30
CarFest South, Hants

Max Walker
Dave Muttock
Tony Beverley
Dave Muttock
Clive Ford
Tony Beverley
Huw Page
Dick Nortcliffe
Max Walker

northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
dave.muttock@gmail.com
tonybev52@gmail.com
dave.muttock@gmail.com
clivef@uwclub.net
tonybev52@gmail.com
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk

September 2015
6
Bo’ness Hillclimb, West Lothian
6
Aintree Children’s Dream Rides, Liverpool
6
Concorde Classic, Southampton
12
Wilmslow Motor Show
12
Curborough Track Day
19
Manchester Classic Car Show
20
East Coast Classic, Scarborough, N Yorks

Andrew Carrie
Max Walker
Huw Page
Max Walker
Dave Muttock
Dave Brown
Tony Beverley

Andrew@acarrie.net
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk
dave.muttock@gmail.com
07935 557257
tonybev52@gmail.com

October 2015
3
Marfan Trust @ Middle Wallop
3
Mee & Dee Charity Ball

Huw Page
Alan Moss

koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
07855 322418

November 2015
13-15
Lancashire Insurance Classic Motor Show, NEC

Andrew Lake

treasurer@sportingbears.co.uk

December 2015
6
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)

Dick Nortcliffe

polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
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