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Editor’s Edicts
The front cover says it all. Yes, we’ve
now raised over £2 million for children’s
charities since the club started. I remember the club’s 21st birthday bash back
in 2010 at The Coniston Hotel near Skipton, where it was announced that we had
raised £780,000 to date - we’ve certainly moved on quickly in the last 7 years.
Let’s mark this as the £2 million edition
of Bear Facts, and see how long it takes
us to get to £3 million - any predictions?
There are no car or specific event pictures
on the cover of this edition as we wanted
to mark this out as a special event celebrating this magnificent milestone. In fact,
I did want to put flashing lights on the
cover to really make it stand out, but the
printer said that this might be a problem
- can’t think why.
Putting Lisa’s ChairBear Chatter together
made me smile thinking about the questions that our Dream Rides passengers
ask during the rides. It would be amusing
to hear about the most regular, or even
the most bizarre questions that passengers ask. For me, the most common question for the SS100 is how many miles per
gal- lon does it do? The answer is that I
have absolutely no idea, and I’d prefer
not to know. I didn’t actually buy the car
with fuel economy in mind (unlike Gary
Handa, obviously). So, have you been
asked some unusual questions? What is
asked most often? Please email them to
me, and we’ll see if we can put a short
article into the next magazine - it might
make for some fun reading.

Anyway, in this magazine we have some
reports from what is usually the busiest
period of the year for us. There are also
outstanding reports from other events
that have taken place already, and these
should be covered in the next magazine.
However, in this one we have a report
from Paul’s excellent and meticulously organised Northern Gambol Forth. He really does put a lot of effort into this, and
it shows. Keep a look out for next year’s
event as I think (whisper it) he’s considering running another one for us.
We have reports from ‘Up North’ from
events at Teesside, Raby Castle and
Hardwick Hall, from ‘Down South’ with the
Garlic Festival and other events on The
Isle of Wight, from the bit in the middle
with events at Silverstone, Old Warden,
Shelsley Walsh, Lincoln, Donington, Middle Wallop, Arundel, to even further ‘Up
North’ with Dream Rides at Thirlestane phew. And that’s just a few of the events
that have taken place in the last couple
of months. Whilst it’s great to attend as
many events as possible, it’s also nice to
get the chance to slow down a little bit
and have a few weekends off, which is
what we will be doing over the next few
weeks hopefully.

Let’s mark this
as the £2 million
edition of Bear
Facts, and see
how long it takes
us to get to

£3

- any predictions?

million

That’s it for this one. Happy reading, and
even happier driving.
Keith Borkett
editor@sportingbears.co.uk

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Winter 2017/18

Articles submitted by end November 2017 Magazine delivered early January 2018

Spring 2018		

Articles submitted by end February 2018

Magazine delivered early April 2018
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ChairBear’s Chatter

W

ell what a summer so far, the
weather has been………..somewhat varied I have been both soaked and
scorched at events this year but we are
bears and we soldier on and make the
best of every event.

all of the non driving members that turn
up time after time and support everything
that we do, without you we would not be
the amazing operation that we are.

So, the question is how long until we reach
the £3 Million mark? Enjoy the remaining
That leads me on to the amazing an- events of the season and see you around.
nouncement that during the weekend of
26/27th August we smashed through the Best wishes, Lisa
£2 million raised total. What an amazing
achievement. This is, of course, thanks to
each and every member. Your dedication Vice ChairBear
and commitment never ceases to amaze
ow we are nearing the end of the
me. So on behalf of every child’s life that
hectic summer season, it’s time to take
we have touched a HUGE heartfelt thank a moment to appreciate the achievements
you and well done.
of the club during the last few months.

N

This year I managed to attend the
Dunsfold Supercar Event for the first time.
What an amazing event this is. Our son,
Huw, came with me. Huw Page introduced
himself to Huw saying “Hi, I’m Huw” to
which, said son replied, “so am I”!!! Anyway, just being at the top Gear track was
brilliant. Huw and Trudi work tirelessly to
make this event such a success and this
was reflected in the incredible amount of
money that they raised.

There has been at least one new event
in each corner of the country, with Bears
travelling as far north as Glasgow for the
Ignition Festival of Motoring, as far east
as Lincoln for the Pistons in the Park, as
far south as the Isle of Wight for the Joe
Ellis Trust and Shortbreak Fundays, and
as far west as Bangor-on-Dee to attend
the Supercar & Rally Show.
Massive thanks go to all Bears who supported the event organisers at these new
events along with others too numerous to
mention.

As I write, this coming weekend brings one
of my favourite events, Aintree. I would
swap all of the Dream Rides possible just
to attend these events, where we actually I’ve recently had the privilege of liaising
meet the families and see the difference with both the families and charity conwe can make to just one day of their com- tacts in the run up to and during a very
successful Rolls Royce London Dream Ride
plex lives.
event. The charities invited to nominate a
Speaking of Dream Rides, I have had family to attend this year were;
some amazing people in our car this
• Teenage Cancer Trust
year. The questions they ask!! I have been
• Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice
asked: Which footballer was I married
• Muffin’s Dream Foundation
to? How loud is the horn? How many bod• Thomley Hall Activity Centre
ies can you fit in the boot? What is the
• Scottish Association for Children with
slowest speed you can go? Now I know at
Heart Disorders
this point you are probably thinking that
• Julia’s House
these questions were all asked by chil• Me & Dee
dren…….nope !!!
• Erb’s Palsy Group
• Birmingham Children’s Hospital and
I know I have mentioned this before but I
• The Army Benevolent Fund.
would just like to say a big thank you to
Page 4

BEAR FACTS Autumn 2017

Lisa Binfield,
ChairBear

Which footballer
was I married to?
How loud is the
horn? How many
bodies can you
fit in the boot?

What is the slowest speed you can
go?

Jo Parish,
Vice ChairBear

There will be a report covering the event in a future
edition of Bear Facts but for now you can see some
wonderful images of the day by visiting
www.paul-griffiths.net/Motorsport/Sporting-Bears.
Thanks must go to the drivers, volunteers, camera teams
and our partners – Rolls Royce Motor Cars, Hilton
Metropole, the Special Escort Group and Westminster

Abbey - for making it such a memorable day for all
who attended.
Finally, congratulations to Stuart Thompson who won the
raffle for the Stena Line Ferry crossing. I hope you have
a great time and thank you to all who entered.
regards, Jo

12 June 2017
Mrs C McSean
Sporting Bears Motor Club
23 Ranelagh Gardens
Ilford
Essex
IG1 3JR

Dear Mrs McSean
I'd like to thank you so much for your wonderful donation of £5,447.00, which meant that my
daughter Isla got to build sandcastles at the seaside.
My son, Adam, has quadriplegic cerebral palsy, chronic lung disease and uncontrolled
epilepsy. It's impossible to take a wheelchair onto sand, so his little sister, Isla, never got to
go to the seaside. When Bluebell Wood looked after Adam for us, we were able to take Isla
to Cleethorpes for the day. She's had to grow up so fast, so it was great to spend some
quality time together. She absolutely loved it, even though it rained - and Adam had a
fantastic day playing at Bluebell Wood too.
Without you, we wouldn't have been able to do this; thank you just doesn't seem enough.

Kerry
Kerry Salt
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Peter Gillatt
Wow where has this year gone so far!
Currently we have 775 memberships and 1239 members.

My final ask is that when
you have joined just make
sure, if you want to, that
you have indicated which
Local Group(s) you wish
to be closer to - usually you live in or near that
area and it then allows the
Regional Organisers to
sometimes contact you directly with information on
their Events. All events are
posted on the Sporting Bears Website Diary - the main
way to get yourself involved is to make direct contact
with the Organiser, that’s why the contact details are
there and they are really friendly people who need
you to make the events a success!!

Those that keep tables and graphs will note the Membership has slightly increased since the last report, but
that is the net effect of new members (welcome again)
and sadly those deciding not to renew this year. I appreciate those who have let me know why they haven’t
renewed and its mainly change in circumstances or time.
Please, if you have just forgot to renew (although you
should have received reminders) and haven’t set it up
to be automatic renewed, then we don’t just delete you
straight away, hence you have still received this latest
magazine and are reading this. It’s no problem, just let
me know, pay your membership fee and continue with us.
We’d like you to stay and what great value you get for
Not too many Events left this year after a very busy one,
£20 individual or £25 family memberships.
but I hope to you see you at one soon and if not, the
Membership Mojo, our Membership system, is starting 2018 planning has already started.
to prove additionally useful in ensuring you have your
forms and paperwork up to date and all in one place. Peter Gillatt
It makes life easier all round, but especially for those Membership Secretary
dedicated Regional Organisers and their teams who membership@sportingbears.co.uk
need to ensure all is in order before they let us enjoy
ourselves, raise money and make smiles all round.

CONGRATULATIONS MR & MRS POLLIN
Congratulations to Mr & Mrs Pollin. If you can recall
that far back, you will remember the proposal which
came about at the Teesside Autodrome event from August 2015 - there were a few pictures in Bear Facts.
Well, they did tie the knot.
Chris and Claire decided to cross the border to the
Kingdom of Fife to be married, and fellow Polar Bear
Robert Daniel provided his wonderful Rolls Royce Spur
as the wedding car.
They were excused from attending the Thirlestane event
this year as it clashed with their honeymoon in the States
(flimsiest excuse I’ve ever heard - Ed).
Anyway, congratulations to Chris and Claire, and we
look forward to hearing their stories about their Route
66 trip.
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CHARITY SECRETARY’S REPORT - Caroline McSean

W

e have received a number of lovely “Thank you’s
“ from the charities for the donations they have
received so far – over £70,000 raised already this
year before we’d even hit the big events – congratulations everyone and I’m sure you’ll be reading their
letters in this edition and the next, space permitting!

family’s life:

“For the past three and
a half years the Pepper
nursing team have been a
lifeline for us. They have
provided us with a weekTwo of the charities we supported with our end of year ly respite session at home
funds wrote to tell us about a new project and a story during which Cerys has lots
about one of their children.
of fun playing, reading
books and going for walks
In 2008 the national Down’s Syn- etc.
drome Association recognised
that a small percentage of their These magic three hour long visits help us to get some
members with Down’s Syndrome breathing space, to simply have a break and the chance
were in paid work. As a result, the to have a moment to oneself, always with the comfortWorkFit program was specifically
ing thought that Cerys is having
designed for young people and
a fun time and is well looked afadults with Down’s Syndrome to access meaningful work.
ter. If times are tough one of the
WorkFit is an exciting project from the Down’s Syndrome
team will visit more than once a
Association; a tailored service dedicated to training
week, or give emotional support
employers about the Down’s Syndrome learning profile.
via the phone or text – just as
It is about finding the right employment opportunities,
a really good friend would, with
for the right people, recognising that paid work is not
the difference that they seem to
right for everyone. A job might be work experience, volknow and understand what is reuntary work, apprenticeships or paid work. WorkFit is
ally going on.
about being there every step of the way of someone’s
employment journey.
To know you are not walking this path alone is rather
comforting.”
Jenny makes regular visits to their young people in their
work place, which ensures success in the long-term for
both the employer and individual. Steph is growing up
Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a charity
now into a lovely teenager; she was looking to work
dedicated to supporting children &
in a kitchen environyoung people who have lost a parment, & began working
ent whilst serving in the British Armed
at the Village Hotel in
Forces.
July. Steph began with a
six week work trial and
Inspired by the experience of Army widow Nikki Scott
on successful completion
following the death of her husband Cpl Lee Scott in
was taken on as a paid
Afghanistan in 2009, the charity is currently providing
employee in September.
assistance to hundreds of bereaved Forces children
She works in the kitchen
around the UK.
in the morning and supports the bar area and Starbucks
in the afternoon.
Support offered to the children includes fun activities
such as holiday breaks and group events, personal development assistance through educational grants and
Cerys’ Story
access to professional bereavement counselling.
Cerys is being cared for by the
Pepper Nurses. Her mum explains
Tammy Green their Community Fundraising Managthe important part they play in her
er has recently written to us to let us know about their
BEAR FACTS Autumn 2017
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CHARITY SECRETARY’S REPORT - (cont’d)
current assistance programmes which are currently sup- an air transfer will be able to access this both quickly
porting over 300 bereaved children.
and easily.
Smiles: Providing much needed respite for bereaved
military families through our special breaks and holidays. Organising amazing fun activities for the children
through our group events, where all the children have
an opportunity to share their personal experience and
create a bond. Along with anniversary tokens and special gifts to remind our Scotty’s members that the British
public has not forgotten the sacrifice they have made.

The fixed wing transfers take place across the length
and breadth of the country over long distances that
would not be possible by any other form of transport
due to the fragile medical condition of the child involved and the subsequent time constraints.

Each transfer has to be individually planned by the
medical teams responsible for the baby or child in
co-ordination with Lucy’s
Support: Helping with the emotional side of bereave- Head of Service and the
ment including access to professional counselling and a Aeromedical Transfer Team.
mentoring scheme.
Contact is maintained with
the child’s family throughStrides: A range of grants to assist with personal devel- out the process to ensure
opment and education.
that they are both informed and reassured during this
very stressful time.
We are looking to raise awareness of the work of Scotty’s Little Soldiers along with much needed funds so we They operate nationally, as and when the need arises.
can continue to support our members on their bereave- This year their target is to fund 24 transfers and next
ment journey.
year that rises to 50. They launched a ‘Fund A Flight’
Campaign in July in areas where they have flown children from/to. This was due to commence in Liverpool, so
Lucy air ambulance for children is a look out for them in your area.
Registered Charity that is dedicated
to delivering fixed wing air transfers
for babies and children up to the age
The Rocking Horse
of 16 in the UK who require an elective (planned) transcharity supports
fer service. They do so by working closely with the NHS
all the good work
and their preferred air charter partner Capital Air Amthat the Royal
bulance, the largest provider of air ambulance services
Alexandra Chilin the UK.
dren’s Hospital (the Alex) does for children across Sussex and beyond.
The service is provided
Over 45,000 young patients are treated at the Alex
at no cost to the families
every year and the charity works closely with the hosof the children involved.
pital’s consultants and paediatricians to ensure they are
They receive no ongoing
providing equipment and services which will most bengovernment grants or
efit the babies, children and teenagers who need them.
funding and no National
£250 helps to replenish toys, games and books in the
Lottery funding and rely
children’s waiting areas and play rooms.
entirely on the generosi£500 helps to fund counselling sessions for children on
ty of supporters to provide this service. Each transfer the oncology ward.
costs approximately £5500.
£1500 will provide specialist cardiac equipment for the
children’s emergency department.
The charity was established in 2010 in response to an £2000 will help to provide children at Chalkhill Mental
urgent need for an air transfer service for seriously ill Health Unit a school holiday activities programme.
children. The first transfer took place in 2011. The ultimate goal is that all seriously ill children who require Caroline McSean
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NORTHERN GAMBOL FORTH - Fiona Davies

P

aul Bonsall, aka Grizzly Bear, bravely decided to organise yet another touring event for Sporting Bears
Members and this much anticipated tour of Northern
England took place over the weekend of 5-7 May. All
participants were given advance details of this year’s
theme for Saturday evening - a mediaeval banquet.
We were also invited to design and create a shield with
a personalised coat of arms which could be displayed
on the car when parked up on Saturday and displayed
around the dining room in the evening. This was the type
of challenge that some members took very seriously
(professionally printed), others less so (think Blue Peter).
Mike designed ours around the Polar bear - no surprise
there...

With appropriate apparel acquired via the internet,
ironed and duly packed, we set off in the Mazda MX-5
with hood down. Trying to avoid the main roads we
enjoyed a leisurely drive in the sunshine (should have
packed the sun cream) and in particular being on the
B7076 which runs parallel to the A74(M) but has virtually no traffic apart from the odd sportscar doing the
same as ourselves
We arrived at the Fat Lamb mid afternoon, duly signed
on then decided to reward ourselves with a drink which
we took out into the garden. The wind however was so
strong that after 10 minutes we were forced back indoors and joined the ever increasing number of participants who had arrived from all of the Club’s regions.
In particular it was great to catch up with Mike and
Caroline McSean as well as Derek and Gill Nicholson
all of whom were enthusiastic participants on many of
the Highland Flings. It was most encouraging that there
were a number of Club members attending for the first
time.
On Friday evening there was time to peruse the amazing number of auction items which Paul, once again, had
managed to acquire from friends and local businesses. Remembering how little space was left in the boot
I made a mental note that the very pretty Joules scarf
with floral pattern would be more appropriate than
the gardening fork or plastic trug. We all enjoyed the
set dinner and the company of our fellow Bears be-
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NORTHERN GAMBOL FORTH (cont’d)
fore retiring and setting the alarm as we needed to be
up, breakfasted and sitting with our engines running for
flagging off from 9am onwards on Saturday morning!
Paul had devised a 170 mile route which would take
in stunning scenery as well as providing us with a history lesson since we were scheduled to stop at no less
than 3 castles - all very different. Initially the drive
proved quite challenging
with single track roads,
blind bends, steep hills
and other traffic. I was
glad I hadn’t opted to do
the weekend in the MGA
which lacks power steering and super-efficient
brakes! First stop was the
partial ruin of 600 year
old Bolton Castle where we enjoyed a warming cuppa
and sticky flapjack before heading to Sizergh. This 750
year old castle is now in the hands of the National Trust.
There was an excellent café where we enjoyed lunch
before taking a walk round the colourful gardens. The
only disappointment was the intrusion of noise from the
nearby motorway.
It was then back into the cars and heading towards
Greystoke Castle (no, Tarzan wasn’t in residence!). We
found ourselves a bit behind schedule. However the
owner of this modest “family home” came out to greet
us with the warmest of welcomes. Paul had persuaded
him to allow us to have a private visit where we enjoyed
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the most wonderful selection of home baking thanks to
the lady of the house who had been up very early to
create these yummy cakes. The Great Hall had been set
up with tables and chairs just for us and we were able
to marvel at the centuries old needlework displayed on
the walls whilst on our way to the quaint loo.
Time was now definitely against us and so we opted
for a quick blast down the motorway allowing us to
get ourselves into appropriate dress for the Mediaeval
Banquet which featured more food than anyone could
sensibly eat. I was glad that the rumour of “no cutlery”
proved unfounded as we tucked into 3 courses. The roast
suckling pig and quail were truly delicious. To help ease
the pace of food consumption Paul, dressed in Wizard
attire and with staff in hand (featuring a flashing coloured bauble), brought us all to attention between courses
and encouraged/cajouled us to bid on the multitude of
items which had been donated. All funds raised were
once again going towards
the Rainbow Trust. How Angela managed to keep track
of who the successful bidders
were and the amounts I’ll
never know. She confidently
announced that over £1,000
had been raised and would
we all please settle up BEFORE going to bed...
Anticipating a later Saturday night, Paul allowed us
an extra half hour’s grace
on Sunday morning before
we were invited to take the
roads east towards Durham.
The navigation was simpler
until we got into Durham
itself and mistook which
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NORTHERN GAMBOL FORTH (cont’d)
Having spent 2 days of almost constantly eating I think
we didn’t do justice to the spread which had been laid
on.
Back on dry land at 2.30pm, it was time to say our
farewells and head up the A1 back to Edinburgh. Very
many thanks have to go to Paul, Ruth, Angela and all
the staff at the Fat Lamb for putting together another weekend of memorable touring, socialising and fund
raising which totalled £2,169.18 which goes to the
Rainbow Trust.
Fiona Davies
brown fence we were supposed to turn off before! Back
on track we managed by chance to catch up with Paul
himself and followed him into the back street car park
which we would otherwise have had some difficulty finding. A leisurely stroll up to the Castle (wrapped in scaffolding and numerous film crew cabins occupying most
of the forecourt) and refreshments were in order before
embarking on the Prince Bishop for a cruise on the River
Wear. This afforded us stunning views of the Cathedral,
Castle and bridges and we were given a helpful commentary as we progressed. We tied up just before the
weir when we tucked into the cold buffet lunch provided.
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RABY CASTLE 13th August 2017 - Tony Beverley

T

he sun shone at Raby
at the 25th Classic Car
Show, and we couldn’t
have asked for more,
as usual we had a tour
around the arena and Les
the commentator did us
proud all day by promoting what we do best, raise
money for smiles and we
had a lovely turn out to do
it too !!

We had a great day,
raised £600 and and won
best club stand too, what
else is there to say but
thanks to everyone who helped make the day what it
was….awesome!!!!
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HARDWICK HALL 23rd June 2017 - Tony Beverley

A

nother invite, and one I couldn’t refuse, to help raise
money for some new beds at Zoes Place, a local
charity close to my heart, it was for a Friday evening
and I wasn’t sure if I could entice my fellow Bears to
attend but attend we did and what a fabulous evening
summed up very well by Christian the host representing
the event and who kindly invited us. He’s now a Bear
too now so welcome young man, you’ve enriched the NE
Bears already.
Heres what he said…

“Wow wow wow, what an evening! I am still coming down from the enjoyment, very proud :) Just
awaiting the final collective sum raised and we’ll
announce. A massive thank you once again to my
friend Steve Berry, I know I’m not Jonathan Ross
or James Cordon, but I did enjoy Interviewing you
live during the auction. I am available for TV and
Radio!! LOL!! A massive thank you to Steve Warren at Studio 8 Photography, superb work. Another massive thank you goes out to Rob and Lucy
Smedley, your incredible donations raised a huge
sum. I really think my beautifiul wife Tema looks
like a real Bond girl in Steve’s Aston Martin - I
don’t think she’d take much convincing if I ever
fancied buying one. Tony Beverley, it goes without saying you are a true gentleman and a man
of your word,
what an incredible line up of
supercars
for
Dream Rides and
a wonderful sum
of money raised
by the Sporting
Bears for Zoes
Place.
Mandy,
my co-host, we
did it again. Is

there anyway we can top it next year?”
And turn up we did, all togged out for the evening which
in my opinion was an amazing thing my fellow bears did
for the evening.
Thanks to Kendra once again for manning the desk,
you’re an angel.
And the grand total raised was just over £15500, just
over £500 of which was from Dream Rides………
And to my fellow Bears, thank you for making it the
evening it was!!
And we hopefully will be there next year.
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CAPTION COMPETITION
This caption competition is taken from
the Teesside Autodrome event which
took place in August.
Sorry Ellie, couldn’t resist this one (hope
she’s still talking to me afterwards).
Answers to the usual address please:
editor@sportingbears.co.uk

CAPTION COMPETITION RESULTS
There were quite a lot of entries to this one commenting on Alan’s parking ability, as you might
imagine. However, I have to say that the organisers of the Pistons in the Park event at Lincoln
were so concerned that they asked him to park
in a field entirely on his own - just in case (picture,
below right).
There were some very inventive suggestions:
Tom Ivings thought: “………………and you have
arrived at your destination.”
or “When Sainsbury’s sent him the photographic
evidence, Alan knew that his chances of overturning the fine for not parking in the designated bays
was slim.”.
Tony Abbiss came in with: “I really wish I could
remember where I left the Duster as I need to tidy
up the garage…..”
or “cannot see anyone …. I think I have got away
with it”
Peter Hennell suggested: “Nobody told me it was
a crop-duster”
Mark Rickman put forward: “Alan’s crop DUSTING
startup manages to get off the ground”
Rex Meaden added: “What do you mean track limits
-- I’ve still got one wheel on the tarmac!”

or “I can’t seem to get this HEEL and toe ing stunt correct
at all”
or finally “What’s all this business about LEFT FOOT
braking - NEVER works for me”.

Thanks to everyone who entered.
Pete Robertson had a few thoughts: “Alan, I know I said
‘STRAIGHT’ OUT of the car park, but I didn’t mean liter- Keith
ally!”
Page 16
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GARLIC FESTIVAL 2017 - Clive Ford
We were blessed with sunshine at the Garlic Festival
this year, which made a pleasant change. With 18 cars
available for rides over the two days we managed to
raise £2,500 for the Joe Ellis Trust, a great achievement
all should be proud of. Those who managed to stay
over for the weekend came to our get together at a
local pub for dinner on the Saturday evening - it was so
nice to have time to sit down and chat to people over

the weekend. Thanks to all for coming, and see you all
again next year (we’ll bring the Marmite, Clive - Ed).
Thanks to Maria Leekblade for the pictures.
Clive
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SILVERSTONE CLASSIC 2017 - Dave Muttock

W

ith the threat of rain looming we arrived on Friday at our allocated stand area and erected the
flag, the display vehicles started to arrive and no rain! I
won’t go into lengthy description of the owners vehicles
other than to say there was a really good mix of cars
on all three days and I have included some images to
to cover that.
During the weekend Baz Firth took an unintentional picture (or so he says) of Neil fitting the hood on my Westfield while doing this showed a bit of builders bum and
this ended up of FaceBook - thanks Baz. This article is
a bit short as I wasn’t too well over the weekend and
spent most of the time sitting in my cars on the stand.
However by the reports I got back during the weekend
everyone enjoyed the classic, the racing, trade stands
and all the club stands - without them the event would
not be as successful.

A massive thank you to Neil for looking after me over
the weekend and getting my cars there.
Dave
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SHIRE BEARS

A

group of members meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If you are
interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday of each
month at the Overstone Manor at 8.00 pm. The pub is in Ecton Lane, Sywell and
the post code is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email: Dave at shirebears@sportingbears.co.uk or call 07901 501578 if you need
more information.

OLD WARDEN 2017 - Dave Muttock
The day was fraught with drama with Phil’s Pilgrim giving us some testing moments on our way to the event.
We stopped to fuel up, and found fuel was pouring out
underneath. We needed to get the car off the pump
pretty sharpish, but this was not so easy as all the
brakes had seized on. This was remedied temporarily
by bleeding off some brake fluid from the front caliper.
All was well apart from the instruction “don’t use the
brakes, Phil”. We finally arrived at Old Warden, with
17 of the 23 cars booked in, and everyone had a really
good day. Phil and his family had a picnic while we
wandered round the show.
We had visited Old Warden a few years ago and Steve from Gemini events invited us back with a generous
no entry fee.
We returned home with the same drama with the Pilgrim,
and I have to say some inventive driving from Phil aided
by his escort of Jim Short and myself. On investigation
we found that the master cylinder had seized due to
the fact that the car had been stored in a garage for 8
years. All’s well that ends well and everyone returned
safely. We look forward to next year without the dramas!
Dave
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THIRLESTANE DREAM RIDES - Dick Nortcliffe
Once again we had a very satisfactory turnout of helpers on the Saturday, with the pre-setting up lunch at the
Lauderdale attended by a good number of Bears and
some welcome volunteers from the MG club. Kate Cherry was back in the organizing role once more and all
went without a hitch. After lunch we made our way to the
castle to set up for our 12th appearance at the Borders
Vintage Automobile Club’s Motoring Extravaganza. The
weather was fine and the required level of work soon
finished. A very welcome addition to the Thirlestane setup was the “bacon roll window”, essentially one of the
windows of the Castle café which had been pressed
into use as a serving hatch for the open air café, which
was right next to the Bears’ pitch. We were assured that
this amenity would be open the next morning at 8:30
– welcome news indeed! Once again we had to have
the big and middle marquees as one large space containing booking, driver refreshments and charity spaces.
The whole thing was completed to a high level since no
bad weather was expected. We must extend our thanks
to the caretaker Colin, who had prepared our possible
requirements of tables and chairs in advance; all we
had to do was pick the ones we wanted. Before calling
it a day a reward was required so a ring on the cafe
bell resulted in ice creams coming through the window –
just what was needed to cool us down!

both had car failure quite close to the event. This was
particularly galling for Pete, since he had been looking
forward to the event for some time and his TVR broke
down on the way down from the Black Isle. The line-up
had several newcomers, including Neil Murray’s McLaren 650s, Mark McKail’s Noble M12, Helen Webber’s
Jaguar F-Type convertible, Andrew Carrie’s fabulous
1957 Chevy Bel Air, and Phil Ellis’ Sierra Cosworth RS.
We had the very welcome return of both of James’
Lamborghinis, one driven of course by Graham Chappell, plus Mark Hunter in the Ultima Can-Am, and Stuart Nichol’s Dodge Viper, not forgetting the lately refurbished Lancia Delta Integrale of Richard Webber.
Thanks to all these and of course our regular members
and cars who all contributed to the success of the event.
Sunday started out quite cloudy and surprisingly cold, We were also blessed with plenty of non-driving helpgiven recent weather and the forecast, sending all the ers, including Graham Craig, Steve and Laura Ormerod,
crew back to their cars for sweaters and jackets. We and George and Sheila Dodds, all coming to help even
needn’t have worried; after a couple of hours we were though their cars were out of action or not required.
complaining about the heat. The whole setting once The long distance medal for drivers goes once again to
again looked splendid, the crowds came out, and we Keith and Anne Borkett, who are in danger of becoming
honorary Polars.
As usual, several cars paraded in front of the public
in the “show ring”, with in-the-ring commentary from
BVAC’s wandering mike; and Fiona did her usual sterling work on the mike, explaining what it was all about.
Thanks also to Debbie Brownlee for her drivers’ pep
talk.

Unfortunately at about 3 pm the weather let us down
and we had a short shower, which was sufficient to send
quite a few of the public to their cars. This had the
were in business. We did have a fairly alarming run- up double effect of blocking the drive, and reducing the
to the event, with cancellations and breakdowns, but number of customers, so not good. It did stop fairly
on the day we had an excellent line-up. On the break- quickly but the damage was done. We also had the undown front, commiserations to Graham Craig (Daimler fortunate demise of the Lambo Diablo, which we have
Dart) and new member Pete Myers, (TVR Cerbera) who since heard was due to a faulty sensor. However, we
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THIRLESTANE DREAM RIDES (cont’d)
managed to send out some 70 rides, which was somewhat less than last year but still managed an increased
total donation amount, and a commendable result. Top
draw was, needless to say, the McLaren of Neil Murray.
With son Richard sharing the driving, this car managed
9 rides in the day, equalled only by Julian Foster, in
number of rides if not donations, as always buzzing
around in the Messerschmitt to the delight of all who
sailed in her (and helped with the push start – all part
of the fun). Also thanks to James – a creditable second
with 8 rides. I am delighted that all cars went out at

some point during the day.
The Dream Rides event raised a total of £3,057, the
rides total being topped up by public and members
donations, selling bears and badges, etc. The total will
go to the React charity in Scotland as represented by
Debbie, who thoroughly enjoyed her day.
We had a number of Polars past and present visit the
stand including Tony Woods, Bill Niven and Helen Kirkness, who were attending with the MG Car Club.
A very big thank-you to all the drivers, and all the other
Polars who worked so hard before and on the day to
make it a success, and enjoyable for everyone. Pat and
I definitely couldn’t have done it without you. Unfortunately Pat missed the event itself owing to an injured
dog to be looked after at home, but was fully involved
in the run-up and making sure I left with all the requisite
equipment and stationery.
Dick Nortcliffe
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ISLE OF WIGHT JOE ELLIS TRUST FUNDAY - Clive Ford
24th June 2017
Sporting Bears being the main attraction of the event,
and after a weeks worth of publicising the Dream Rides
on facebook the people turned up in large numbers
despite the rain. With Peter Egerton`s Huracan booked
out for the whole day by 11am, and most cars fully
booked by lunchtime, we had an extremely busy and
very satisfying day raising a total of £1720 - not bad
for a first event! Well done to all of the Bears who got
stuck in regardless of the wind and the rain, and fog,
that lasted most of the day.

This was a new event for us here on
the Isle of Wight, for a very deserving
cause. The Joe Ellis Trust are an island
charity that help children on the island
who are battling cancer by offering financial assistance and support for the
whole family at this difficult time.
The event was held at the Arreton Barns
Craft Village who very so helpful givLooks like this will now be a regular event on the sporting bears calendar.
Clive

ing us sole use of one of their car parks
to operate from. With the event offering
free parking and free admission we were
hoping for a good result with the Dream
Rides. We had 13 cars available on the
day, but the weather was against us with
many of the stall holders pulling out at the
last minute due to the wet weather.
We soldiered on, as we do, with the
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ISLE OF WIGHT SHORTBREAKS FUNDAY - Clive Ford
A surprise phone call from the Isle of Wight Councils
Disabled Children`s Team asking if the Sporting Bears
would like to attend their event called the Shortbreaks
Funday with a static car display for 5 cars, led to another new event for this year on the Isle of Wight.
The event was
open to all
families
and
charities who
offer a variety
of services to
disabled children and children with learning difficulties.
It was great
for the Sporting Bears to be
considered to
be a part of
this event.

Yet again bad weather came our way, its getting to be
a recurring theme I`m afraid.
With all of the stall holders being set up in the Medina
Leisure Centre, we were left to set up outside alongside
the fire brigade and the burger van. Sue Ford and Caroline Gomez enjoyed the firemen, whilst the lads tucked
into the burgers!
The wet weather didn’t deter the
families who ventured outside to sit in
the cars for photos
and the odd request
of “can you start it
up please mister”?
We duly obliged! A
good day had by
all.
Clive

It’s Arrived!
Members Only Facebook Page

Your ‘Members Only’ Facebook page has arrived – search for Sporting Bears Members Page. This is a closed
group where only active members of the Sporting Bears Motor Club will be granted access to join. This page
is designed for members to talk about event logistics, issues or questions they may have about events in a safe
environment with each other, their regional organiser and committee. Use this page to
connect with other Bears to recruit drivers, get help with events or solve any challenges
you’re running into. It’s also there for you to share your experiences of events you’ve
participated in with your fellow bears.
When you’re posting on the members only page, please remember not to tag any
non-members or charities in the posts you share as they won’t be able to view what
you’ve posted.
This page will not be open to, or viewable by, the public.
Membership will be checked on Membermojo before access is granted,
and access to the page will be revoked if membership to the club
is not renewed. Please don’t forget the main Facebook page for
sharing fun stories and photos from an event you’ve attended,
or just giving a shout out to a charity we’ve supported. Find the
main page by searching ‘Sporting Bears Motor Club’. Many of
our regions also have a local page dedicated to events and activities in your area.
Stacey Taylor
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Midlands Bears - Alan Moss

W

e returned to Donington on July 2nd for the Fast
Car Festival, another new event, organised by
Kelsey Media who publish several motoring related
magazines and run a number of other events - see separate report on this.
This was followed by our annual social visit to Shelsley
Walsh Classic Nostalgia Meeting on 23rd July - which
was an opportunity to share time with other Bears and
see lots of interesting cars on the hill climb. Again, this
is reported separately.
On Sunday August 6th a number of us attended the
Dunchurch Park Hotel to provide a static display in support of the Strongbones Children’s Trust annual party.

As many of you know a major focus for the Midlands
Bears in recent years has been support for the Birmingham Children’s Hospital Star Appeal to build a Rare
Disease Centre - the first of its kind - to provide a one
stop facility for children with rare and challenging conditions. Our contributions, which have included rides for
patients and their families, rides for BCH staff, as well
as fund raising, were recognised for the second year
with the Sporting Bears being recognised as one of
their “100 Heroes”. A celebration which was attended

on our behalf by Ian Snelling and his daughter. We received a plaque in recognition.
Then on 15th August we received the wonderful news that
the appeal target of £3.65 million had been reached.
Thank you to the many Bears who have contributed to
our part in helping in this outstanding achievement.
The following email was received from Dr Larissa
Kerecuk, the Rare Disease Lead at the BCH, an amazing and inspiring lady:
This was requested by their youth ambassador Myles
Sketchley who some will know from his exploits with us
at Rockingham.
We then attended a new event at which we offered
Dream Rides. This was the new “Pistons In The Park” motoring show on August 12th at the Lincolnshire Showground, located a few miles north of the city of Lincoln
and next to RAF Scampton, home of the Red Arrows.
There is a separate report on this.
As I write this we are looking forward to our annual
Drive Out Day Social event on 24th September, and
then we will be looking forward to November and assisting with the Lancaster Insurance Classic Car Show at
the NEC.
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Good morning Ian, Alan, Kim and everyone at the amazing
Sporting Bears! I wanted to say a massive thank you for your
fantastic support and also for the wonderful experiences that
you have given our rare disease patients. They have enjoyed it
so much and still talk about it when I see them in clinic! So
thank you so so so much – we are truly humbled by your support,
Larissa.
Dr Larissa Kerecuk
Rare Disease Lead for BCH
Research and Transition Lead for Nephrology
Consultant Paediatric Nephrologist
Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Alan
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Shelsley Walsh Classic Nostalgia Meeting - Alan Moss

S

unday July 23rd saw a number
of Bears visit Shelsley Walsh
hill climb for their Classic Nostalgia meeting, an annual social event
for us.

A particular focus this year was
on the Campbells and their speed
record exploits on land and water,
this being 50 years since Donald’s
fatal crash on Lake Coniston. Gina
Campbell, Donald’s daughter was
present and gave a fascinating interview.
floor from Bears Lesley and Martyn doing their swing
A wide variety of cars were on display, including an old thing.
Bluebird and several Group B rally cars. There was, of
course, some spectacular action up the hill from a varie- Thank you to Ian Snelling for organising this wonderful
ty of cars, which was enjoyed by all present.
day.
There was also some spectacular action on the dance

Alan

Pistons in the Park, Lincoln - Alan Moss

S

aturday August 12th saw us at another new event - rific (and loud) Metro 6R4 Group B rally car.
the first ever Pistons In The Park at the Lincolnshire
At the end of the day we had raised £2058 for Great
Showground.
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital Charity, a result that
A good turnout of cars, with a lot of variety, made it an we and the organisers were well pleased with, and we
interesting day for all. The weather stayed dry and we are looking to do it again next year.
were able to get a lot of Dream Rides in. The location
we were given provided us with excellent access to and Many thanks to all who came to help and drive - a
from the site, and Mark Andrews had devised a route great team effort.
which was well received by all involved.
Alan Moss
As a new event there will be lessons to learn, but the organisers
were not helped by several car
clubs pulling out earlier in the week
as they thought it might rain! This
meant that the show was spread
thinly over a large area.

A reasonable number of members
of the public found us and in addition to taking rides were able to
inspect the wonderful vehicles we
had on display. This included new
member Dan Ellmore with his ter-
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SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the web site?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk

Notices and Windscreen Cards
Last year Mike Webber made up some notices and windscreen cards which seemed to meet
with general approval. These would be of potential use to Dream Rides Organisers as well
as drivers.
Mike has kindly put them in a OneDrive folder
which is open access to anyone with this link:
https://tinyurl.com/SBMC-Notices-Windsceen-Cards

A few examples are given here, but there are
a large number available that can be used for
cool wall notices, drivers windscreen cards, or
even larger ads. Feel free to access them as
appropriate.
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Fast Car Festival at Donington Park - Alan Moss

S

unday July 2nd saw us attending the Fast Car Festival at Donington Park offering our Dream Rides
in support of “Me and Dee”. This was our second visit
to Donington for a new event this year and we were
greeted by fine weather and a good position in the
Paddock.

A fine array of Bears were in attendance with a great
mix of cars and some wonderful volunteers helping with

The weather was
good, and as the
public realised what
we were about the
rides
increased.
The organisers had
been proactive with
their
promotion
of the Bears and
included a radio
presentation which
involved
auctioning a VIP package.
The winners of that
joined us for some
rides, which were
covered by the auction amount.
We had positive feedback all round. We used the same
route as at the earlier Donington Historic Festival which
was liked by the drivers.

the desk and marshalling. We were also joined by The
STIG!

The hard work of the volunteers and drivers was rewarded by a total amount raised of £2540.

The organisers, Kelsey Media, arranged for us to get
an early slot on the live stage where I was interviewed
by a well briefed Alexandra Legouix, presenter of the
World Touring Car series on Eurosport amongst other

We and the organisers were delighted with the results
and we all had a great day. Thank you to everyone
involved, and especially to Kim, Steve, Jo and Simon for
their support.
motor sport related shows. She also “interviewed” the
Sporting Bears special guest, the STIG, although she
could not elicit any replies from him.

We expect to be back next year, bigger and better.
Alan

We were also pleased to be joined by Maria Hanson
(Me and Dee) and several of her helpers.
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TEESSIDE 2017 - Tony Beverley

H

ere we are, 2017. The summer is nearly over sadly
and we’ve just had another fabulous weekend with
the Bears.

We have just completed our second back to back events
weekend, Raby on Sunday the 13th August then Tees-

go out to everyone who came and made the day what
it was…. BRILLIANT!!!

side on the 14th, both of which were great days, with
fantastic weather too.

Paul turned
up too and
took some
fantastic photos
as always,
what a gent.
My
highlight was
when
And r e w
demonstrated
the launch
control on
his
Porsche, holy
c a m o l l y,
my cheeks
have
just
returned to
the front of my face from behind my ears, that’s one

It’s our 6th year here at Teesside and once again resulted in another fantastic day with the families and the
Bears, some new ones too, and some old ones with new
modes of transport.
In all, everyone had a great day, and once again Ellie
and Hannah Smith (they travelled here on their own to
help out) what I can say but thank you, and those thanks
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TEESSIDE 2017 (cont’d)
quick car !!
Once again … Thank You Bob and all
at the Autodrome for making this day
possible.
2018, oh yes!!!!!
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MIDDLE WALLOP CHILDREN’S DREAM RIDES 2017 - Marcus Barr
In July the Sporting Bears returned once again to Middle
Wallop near Andover for the popular Annual Children’s
Dream Rides. This year we invited the Children’s Trust
in addition to Naomi House & Jacks Place Children’s
Hospice and Muffins Dream Foundation. We had more
cars and more visitors than ever before, including a visit from the Hampshire Roads Policing Unit, the Airfield
Fire Service, and the Imperial Troopers. The Museum of
Army Flying were fantastic hosts and many visitors and
volunteers availed themselves of the museum access.

of these fun rides events then you are definitely missing
out, the excitement of the visitors is only matched by the
pride and joy on the faces of the drivers and volunteers;
thank you all so very much.
Rather than me writing about how the day was planned
and run, I will leave it to the words from the charities
themselves.
Marcus Barr
On the day we had a record 33 Sporting Bear cars,
offering a fantastic variety of Sports and Classic cars
for the children to choose from. We must have borrowed
just about every booster seat in the club and the children certainly kept the drivers busy all day. Many were
new to this Middle Wallop event, and some were doing
their first ever Dream Rides, a great introduction. Special mention must also go the the Bears, wives, partners
& friends who came to marshal rather than drive - we
could not do this without you. If you have not been to one
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(Photos courtesy of Jon Mott, Andrew Robinson & Martin
Albrecht)
Extract from “Muffin Life” Blog by Charlie Porter:
Wednesday, 26 July 2017:
Cars made of Dreams
Last weekend was our annual sport cars event with
Sporting Bears. This was not about raising money
but giving our families a very rare opportunity to ride
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MIDDLE WALLOP CHILDREN’S DREAM RIDES 2017 (cont’d)
around in wonderful cars, for free, all
day long. Sounds
like a dream for our
Muffin’s and the
parents, right?

were in car heaven; but it was made even better when
the airfield fire engine turned up. They let the children dress up in the fire fighters uniform and spray
the hose. Perhaps the noisiest thing was letting the
children play with the siren and have the lights flashing. It was magical seeing the Muffin’s faces getting
the chance to do this, for some of our Muffins are obThere were over 30 sessed with police and fire engines.
cars on the day and
we had everything Our Team did not stop all day and neither did the
from Lamborghi- drivers, with most of them going out in their cars over
ni’s to Maserati’s, ten times during the day. An incredible amount when
I don’t know much you consider the route they were driving was about
about cars but they twenty to thirty minutes long.
certainly
looked
impressive and were Although we can never say what our families situavery shiny. You can
imagine what an out of-this-world-opportunity this is
for our Muffin’s and their families, pretty amazing
huh?
A lot of preparation went into the event but it
is so worthwhile when you see our Muffin’s faces.
Everything had been considered when it came to taking our Muffin’s out on the road, the joy from some
of the children knowing they could get into these cars
because we had a hoist available was just so wonderful
to see. When you see children, siblings and parents just
enjoying timeout as a family and forgetting the situation they find themselves in for even a few minutes, tions are, we can say to the drivers of Sporting Bears
you know you have not just done your job, but it’s a that you truly helped make some magical memories
job worthwhile doing anytime, anywhere.
for children and families who are going through some
of the toughest situations life can throw at you, so
Before the event started a police car and motorbike from the bottom of our hearts and with all our Muffin
turned up, they did not go out on the road but did Spirit, we say THANK YOU!!
give children the chance to go up and down the airfield
perimeter track and sit on the motorbike. You would
(continued on next page)
think that would be enough and most of our Muffins’
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MIDDLE WALLOP CHILDREN’S DREAM RIDES 2017 (cont’d)
A Thank You from The Children’s Trust:
I just wanted to extend our thanks for inviting us
to the Sporting Bears Dream Rides Event in Andover on Sunday. The families that came along to
the event had a wonderful time and made many

how accessible it was for the young people to access.
Best Wishes and please do extend our thanks to

your team and volunteer drivers/owners.
memories together. It was lovely to find an event
that had considered all the needs of the children,
young people and families in a sensitive manner,
the volunteers and organisers were all very friendly and professional and helped to put everyone at
ease.

Kathryn - The Children’s Trust
A Thank You from Naomi House & Jacks Place Children’s
Hospice:

Thank you for another great day at Middle Wallop.
All the families really enjoy and look forward to the
The day represented many small milestones for event, and ask from the beginning of the year when
the next one is. They love the generosity of the drivers
giving up their time to give the children an experience they won’t usually have, and for giving the whole
family a day out together. You’ll be able to see from
the photos just how happy it makes them. Even the
children that aren’t in and out of the cars love the
atmosphere created with all the different noises and
cars they can see.
Really truly thank you from everyone who came and
I hope you enjoy the day as much as much as they do!

our families including the first family outing for
some since their child’s hospital admission and an Sara Crean, Deputy Play Co-Ordinator
opportunity to see what is available for them to access as a family.
The children, parents and siblings all really enjoyed their adventures in the cars and were thrilled
that they had the opportunity to ride in several of
their “dream cars”. The opportunity for the children
and siblings to access and enjoy the fire engine
and police car was also a real highlight and the
smile from one of our children after his “police car
chase” was wonderful. The families also enjoyed
the Flying Museum with many commenting on
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MIDDLE WALLOP CHILDREN’S DREAM RIDES 2017 (cont’d)
A Thank You from Muffin’s Dream Foundation:
Muffin’s would like to say a massive thank you
for Sunday’s Dream Rides event. It was an amazing event and a great time was had by all staff
and volunteers.
You have yet again given a truly once in a life
time chance to some very special families who are
going through some of the toughest time that life
can bring and thank you will never be enough. Although we can never tell you what each of the families we have attend the event are facing, I can assure
you that they are truly deserving children
and parents of a spectacular day out, and
this exactly what they got. You gave children, parents and siblings the chance to
forget their worries and pain and for just a
few hours they were given the chance to be a
child, and not the ‘sick kid, or the ‘kid in the
wheelchair’. Parents were allowed to be just
mum and dad and not a nurse, a carer or a
doctor. Families were allowed to be just that,
a family. They were given the chance do
something most children can only dream
of doing. You created endless joy, pleasure
and memories that will last a life time.
We truly are very thankful for the amazing support Sporting Bears have given us
over the last few years and continue to do
so. The staff as always had a fantastic time,
it’s the one event of the year that the staff
enjoy probably just as much as the families.
Once again a big thank you for making us
feel so welcome.
Kind regards
Charlie (Chief Executive)
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KOALA BEARS REPORT - Huw Page & Trudi Bubb
I sit and write the Koala’s report following the two day
August Bank Holiday event at the Arundel Festival, enjoying the heat of the August summer. Summer has been
a bit hit and miss up to now with some of our events just
dodging bad weather or succumbing to it in the case of
the first off attendance at the BOSS car Festival, Denbies, Dorking. We are reflecting on our busiest summer
of events. Since June we have done the two day Supercar Event at Dunsfold, the ongoing location of which
remains open to rumour and speculation, the Naomi
House and Muffins Dream Foundation Event at Middle
Wallop, new events at BOSS Car Festival at Denbies,
Ferrari Family Day, Beaulieu Supercar Weekend (Static
display but well supported) and then returning to Cowley Car Show, Camberley Car Show, The Garlic Festival
and finally Arundel Festival. We have had the busiest
summer so far and then put that into context of all the
other events going on around the country, the Bears go
from strength to strength.

make use of the awning due to circumstances beyond
our control, but maybe that helped keep the rain away!
The Saturday is basically the day for the petrol heads
whereas the Sunday continues to be more of a family
day and as a result this is obvious in the balance of
takings with Sunday being more financially productive
than the Saturday. Ultimately it all helps the Children’s
The Supercar Event
Trust
whose ongoing daily costs are significant! I am still
It turned out to be another well supported visit to the
home of the Top Gear Test Track. This year we had surprised at the cars that prove so popular at these
nearly 40 cars on each day and the wonderful Sport- events, even after doing them for so many years! Saturday raised £4400 and Sunday raised £6480 - quite
a difference between the crowds but Sunday did feel
busier.
Again this year we were able to offer our drivers the
opportunity to experience the track with a set of parade laps which is great to show those watching the
wonderful range of cars available to provide a Dream
Ride on the road.

ing Bears lorry was also present as a very visual show
of where we were. Unfortunately we were unable to

BOSS Car Festival
From the Supercar Event we moved onto BOSS Car Festival at Denbies, a very popular vineyard set amongst
the North Downs in Dorking, Surrey and a mere stone
throw from Box Hill on the opposite side of the road.
This event was also raising funds for the Children’s Trust
and was a first time event. The location in a field would

© Trudi Bubb
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KOALA REPORT (cont’d)
Piazza Italia. Anthony, a very obvious petrol head with
a collection of cars and also the Thames Valley Ferrari
Owners Club Treasurer, was at Horsham as part of the
Ferrari display, had been looking at getting a Ferrari
Family Day planned. However he had been struggling
to get the necessary support from the Ferrari Owners
Club to enable them to run charity rides, and had been
looking for an alternate way to provide these when he
stumbled across us doing Dream Rides at Horsham Piazza Italia. A site visit and lunch later and here we were
not usually pose a problem except for the fact it was for the culmination of that hard work.
later in July and really the only thing that was consistent After the rain on the Saturday the weather was looking
in July was the rain which made for some fun. Unfortu- threatening for the Sunday as we set up but it cleared
nately, on a regular basis during the first 4 hours the early on, setting the event up for a very busy day. We
rain would come and absolutely pelt down, dry up for a were provided with freshly made bacon butties via Anshort while and then repeat somewhat consistently until thony, and a massive 50th celebration chocolate cake
the event came to a natural finish in the early afternoon. via Trudi, which, together with some amazing publicity
The good news is that the team under Steve Bell raised
nearly £600 under these incredibly challenging conditions and quite clearly the UK Bears are weather proof.
The Children’s Trust Events Team we know so well also
wanted to thank the Bears for the help in erecting and
pulling down their gazebo.
Ferrari Family Day
The next day we were off to our next event which was
also a new one, the Ferrari Family Day. This event came
about following a chance conversation between Trudi,
Michael Macedo and Anthony Morris at the Horsham

© Trudi Bubb
on their part, and us situated next to a rather expensive static Ferrari display, set us up for a frantic start.
As soon as the gates opened at 10am we were hit by
the full force of a #DreamRides Tsunami. We were literally swamped with people heading straight down to

see us and were quickly overwhelmed by the numbers.
I must say a massive thank you to the Team who held
steady and managed to steer us through to a more
controlled period. It became clear very quickly that we
BEAR FACTS Autumn 2017
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were a much bigger part of the show than I expected,
but also that the public were very happy to donate to
our chosen charity, Footsteps Foundation. The route was
good, mixing a bit of windy back roads before hitting
a stretch of dual carriage way into Henley and then
returning. We were also able to have some lovely guest
cars available including an original Aston Martin DB6
and a Bentley Continental (a great 4 seater), whilst still
having our usual great range of Sporting Bears cars.
One of my high points was being able to offer rides
in the famous Lamborghini LM002 truck at a Ferrari
inspired event. Again, like every event, none of this is
possible without the support of the Team and the willingness of everyone to get stuck in. The greatest part of
the day was actually realising that we had in a single
day achieved a spectacular total of £4605 - a result I
really could not have ever imagined was achievable in
one day at a new event. I truly believe this is down to
the positive way that the whole event was advertised.

Arundel Festival
The final weekend event of the summer is our new 2
day event at the Arundel Festival. The Arundel Festival
is a 10 day extravaganza which finishes on the Bank
Holiday Monday covering many different events and
interests to bring people to experience Arundel. After
the Arundel Castle event not going ahead this year we

Cowley Car Show
We moved onto Cowley Car Show for the next Dream
Rides event. This is a show that continues to throw up
challenges and none were greater than when, 6 weeks
before the event was due to take place, we were advised of a change of venue. It all seemed fairly innocuous until the day before one of our drivers took a drive
around the area and found that there were significant
road closures on the A40 west resulting in major road
delays on the A40 from the east and along last year’s
route. Fortunately a bit of local knowledge resulted in
a superb little route through the country side and an opportunity with careful thought to still be able to provide
exciting rides. The event still continues to bemuse me
though - it was its 11th year but we continue to struggle
with interest from the attending crowd and it was our
3rd year attending at the event. The change of venue
caused significant issues for our cars getting in and out.
The venue had the possibility to have 2 entrance points
but the local council would only allow one to be used,
which had created an issue with the residents on the
road leading onto the park with some 300 cars coming
onto site along a road that for about 100m is single
track. The upside however was that we were in a great
location next to the arena and close to the display cars,
but it says something when around 15% of the days total came from other Sporting Bears drivers taking rides
in cars that appealed to them.

were invited to join the Arundel Festival for both Saturday and Sunday, rather than the Saturday only as last
year.
Incredibly for a Bank Holiday weekend, we finally
got the sun
and warmth
that summer
should be
d e l i ve r i n g,
and as the
High Street
in Arundel
runs North/ © Maria Leekblade
South
we
were quite exposed. Unfortunately on the Saturday we
were trying to compete with the Dragon Boat racing
and also a compulsory shutdown period so that a horse

© Maria Leekblade
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© Maria Leekblade
and carriage could bring a wedding party down the
High Street. This actually lost us about an hour while
there were people around. We did what appeared

© Maria Leekblade

to be a reasonable amount of rides, but
the fund raising did not appear to match
what we thought had gone on. Further
challenges of being an event organiser is
trying to understand the public and get
them involved - we had plenty of views
but limited takers. With the weather and a
few convertibles the stand out car for the
Saturday was Terry Franklin’s Challenger
E Type - it was fully booked as a result of
its appeal to all ages.
Sunday in some respects was easier because the High Street road closure was in
place when we arrived due to a 10K run
taking place early in the morning! At least
we were able to set up in good time, get
the cars parked up the way we wanted
and actually be in a good position to start for 11am.
We had another good selection of cars which were different to Saturday which allowed for great variation on
what we could offer for rides.
Rides started coming in at a good rate, the weather
again playing its part with maybe fewer people heading to the beach. We did not have to contend with the
wedding horse and carriage – only a wedding tuk-tuk
which was not sensitive to the car noise! There was always a good number of people around due to the ongoing activities around the central area of Arundel but
we again struggled in the early afternoon before we
hit a busy last hour of the event.
Huw and Trudi

© Maria Leekblade
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Bluefish Office Products Ltd are pleased to sponsor
The Sporting Bears Motor Club
by providing the clubs stationery requirements free of charge

We offer everything you’ll need for your office,
from pens to janitorial products
• Free next day delivery
• Outstanding value
• Fixed prices until 2017
• Many more products
available online

01604 706000
shop online at www.Bluefishoffice.co.uk

19 Gallowhill Road, Brackmills, Northampton, NN4 7EE
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Forthcoming Events
September 2017
2
3
3
3
3
17
17

Pride & Joy and Bears Ball @ Haynes
Aintree Rides, Liverpool
Rare Breeds 100, Haynes Motor Msm.
Bo’ness Hillclimb Revival
Concorde Classics, Hants
Tylers Trust Family Day, Barnham
Blenheim Horse Trials, Oxfordshire

Baz Firth
MaxWalker
Baz Firth
Andrew Carrie
Huw Page
Marcus Barr
Dave Muttock

01935 471398

surfingbears@sportingbears.co.uk

07969 877120

northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk

01935 471398

surfingbears@sportingbears.co.uk

07798 646844

andrew@acarrie.net

01293 415225

koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk

07901 501578

shirebears@sportingbears.co.uk

marcusbarr@hotmail.co.uk

October 2017
21

Curborough Track Day

Dave Muttock

07901 501578

shirebears@sportingbears.co.uk

22

Erbs Palsy Family Day, Wickham

Huw Page

01293 415225

koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk

28

Wales Rally GB RallyFest

Max Walker

07969 877120

northwestbears@sportingbears.co.uk

Clive Ford
Clive Ford

01983 407592

clivef05@gmail.com

01983 407592

clivef05@gmail.com

December 2017
9
27

Miles for Smiles 1&2, Isle of Wight
Christmas Panto Treat, Isle of Wight

THANK YOU FROM SMILE FOR LIFE
Dear Caroline,
I am writing to say a huge thank you for the £169 received from the Sporting
Bears Motor Club!
As a small local charity, these funds will make a real difference to young
people in our region and we would be very grateful if you could pass on our
sincere thanks to the Polar Bears team.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further information.
Many thanks once again for your continued support.
Kindest regards,
Deborah
Deborah Coulson
Smile For Life Children’s Charity
27 Ashburton Road
Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE3 4XN
Reg No: 1129935
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L ANCASTER INSUR ANCE IS PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL
PARTNER OF THE SPORTING BEARS MOTOR CLUB,
SUPPORTING AND ASSISTING THEM IN THEIR AMBITIONS
TO R AISE MONEY FOR CHILDREN’S CHARITIES.

LIS.SB.A4P.2017

01480
400
943
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk
Or to speak to one of our multivehicle specialists call

01480 220 150

Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria. Lancaster Insurance Services is a trading name of Insurance Factory Limited
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (No. 306164). For mutual security, calls are recorded and may be monitored for training purposes.

