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Editor’s Edicts
Well, the show season is
almost over for another
year, but hasn’t it been a
busy one? Lots of records
broken from one event to
the next and we seem to
be managing to raise
plenty of money for our
charities, whilst still having
some fun.
Plenty to report on in this
magazine from the bright
sunshine at Thirlestane
Castle (does it ever rain
there?) in the north, to the
equally warm Garlic Festival on the Isle of Wight in
the south, with plenty of
shows in between. The
main picture on the cover
is Clive Ford’s appropriately decorated TVR on
the Isle of Wight, showing
support from one of our
valued sponsors who help
us to put on these events.
I was lucky enough to blag
a sighting lap of the route
in Clive’s car, and what an
enjoyable ride it was with
the intentionally tuned
popping and banging of
the engine when the revs
came off. It was nice to
see old friends and new at
the Garlic Festival, which
was a new event for Anne
and I, and a very enjoy-

able one too. I have to
say though that it took me
about four days to get
that Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang song out of my head
- thanks Nick.
We have reports from
CarFest North, The Luxury
Motor Show, a number of
events from the Midlands
Bears, a not quite so wet
Cholmondeley, and The
Koalas report on a number
of activities in their area in
addition to the usual round
up from the Polars. The
smaller picture on the
cover shows that we keep
putting smiles on children’s
faces - what more could
one want?
Anyway, please note that
there is a new way to get
hold of some of the club’s
regalia - see Page 18.
Also, please be aware of
the date of the AGM,
which is going to be February 7th, but especially
the change of venue, as it
will be held at The National Motor Cycle Museum in Solihull. See page
43 for further details.

like to see a letters page,
but the lack of letters (or
even emails) makes me
think that there is limited
interest, but I do find this
hard to believe. It’s your
club, and your magazine,
so please send in some
material with your
thoughts on the club, or
new or different events
that you would like to see.
Even some spoof letters
might be interesting. Perhaps some Bears might be
interested in an article on
your car?

PLEASE BE AWARE
OF THE DATE OF
THE AGM, WHICH

That’s really it from me this
time, but I know that there
are still plenty of other
events that are ongoing or
have just finished by the
time you read this, so
there will be plenty more
to come in the next edition
of Bear Facts. Meanwhile,
I need to be sure that the
car is going to be in shape
for our next event, which
will be The Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show
at the NEC in November.

IS GOING TO BE
FEBRUARY 7TH,
BUT ESPECIALLY
THE CHANGE OF
VENUE, AS IT WILL
BE HELD AT THE
NATIONAL MOTOR
CYCLE MUSEUM IN
SOLIHULL

Happy reading, and even
happier driving.
Keith Borkett

I keep asking if you would

PRINTING DEADLINES FOR BEAR FACTS
Winter 2015/16

Articles submitted by end November 2015

Magazine delivery early January 2016

Spring 2016

Articles submitted by end February 2016

Magazine delivery early April 2016
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BEAR FACTS
Chairman’s Chatter
Caroline and I have just
returned from a most enjoyable break in Scotland
and n or th er n E ngland. Unfortunately we
were unable to catch up
with any of the Polars, we
had hoped to see Fiona
and Mike or to attend an
event while we were
there, but our schedule
and the distances involved
made it impossible. On
the good side our extraordinary luck with the
weather continued and all
of the locals looked shellshocked to see the sun in
the skies for the entire
time we were away –
most were saying that it
had been the worst summer for many years.
We had been invited to a
wedding in Gretna so, in a
break from tradition, we
went up in an ‘ordinary’
car for the first time since
our original trip in the late
‘80s (since then we have
always been in various
MGs or Lotuses) when we
used Caroline’s company
car, a Nissan Sunny: on
this occasion we needed
four seats for some days
of the trip. We decided
to use the wedding as an
excuse for a bit of a holiday with a few days in
Scotland before and a
few recovery days in
northern England afterwards. The wedding was
held in The Anvil Hall in
Gretna which is a lovely
venue and an interesting
building, a deconsecrated
church. As you would expect there were plenty of
kilts in evidence and an
excellent piper to help
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proceedings along.
For the English leg we introduced our travelling
companions to The Fat
Lamb, well known to many
Bears for the various Capers and Gambols which
have been seen as the
start of the Bears’ year
for some time now. I think
that this is the first time
that Caroline and I have
stayed there since the
“Caper Sideways” in
2008. We received a
warm welcome and, for
those of you who have not
stayed there before, I can
heartily recommend this
high altitude inn – again
we enjoyed excellent
food, great views and a
lovely room. It is a great
base for touring spectacular countryside either by
car or walking locally,
including Paul’s own nature reserve where we
only got a bit lost!
We did finally manage to
go on a return train journey from Settle to Carlisle
on our last day. Unfortunately it was not on a
steam train but the scenery is spectacular, the
various stations are beautifully presented and the
staff on the trains really
seem to enjoy their jobs.
Bob Smith
It was while we were staying at the Fat Lamb that
we learned the very sad
news of the death of Bob
Smith. I know that a bulk
email was sent out to the
membership to inform you
all of the news but I would
like to pay a personal
tribute to Bob who joined

the Bears many many
years ago, along with his
wife Mary who also died
earlier in the year. Bob
was a very active Bears
member, previously the
Polar Bears rep and committee member for several
years. Bob and Mary,
despite living so far away,
were always able to attend the Committee meetings because they used
their Tesco Clubpoints
(Bob was H&S officer for
the Store) to stay at various hotels, making a
weekend away of it. Bob
had forthright views and
was passionate about the
Club, its aims and objectives. The meetings were
often lively affairs, which
is exactly what you need
to ensure that the Club is
properly run. Despite all
of his hard work behind
the scenes, Bob will be
best known to many of
you for the fantastic
weekend tours or
“Capers” exploring every
nook and cranny of Cumbria and the Yorkshire
Dales. Bob will be very
sadly missed.

......SO, IN A
BREAK FROM
TRADITION, WE
WENT UP IN AN
‘ORDINARY’ CAR
FOR THE FIRST
TIME SINCE OUR
ORIGINAL TRIP
IN THE LATE
‘80’S

the weather held and, from
an ordinary member’s perspective - I wasn’t involved
in any of the planning or
activities. It was a lovely,
varied and relaxing day
with great attractions and
demonstrations in the main
arena, a funfair, many
stalls, something for all.
By the time you read this
the season will be largely
over so I hope you have all
enjoyed your membership
of the Club and have managed to get to some
events. I look forward to
seeing many of you at the
NEC.

Kimbolton
I was there! I finally managed to get to an outdoor
Sporting Bears’ event. It
was a fabulous day and I
thank Neville, Bryan and
everyone else involved for
putting on such a great
show - I know that Mike
Gardner was justifiably
thrilled with the amount
raised on Dream Rides this
year. I am sure that there Mike McSean
will be a full report else- chairman@sportingbears.co.uk
where in this edition but

Cheshire Classic Cars is one of the leading classic car specialists in the UK, with a worldwide
customer base. We provide sales, service and restoration of classic prestige, competition
and high performance cars from our premises near Chester..

We are delighted to have been closely associated with Sporting Bears in recent years, and
will continue to provide whatever support we can to your activities in the future.

BEAR FACTS
Membership Report
That was the summer that was; and
judging by the accounts appearing in
Bear Facts there were some very enjoyable events.
This year, we were able to participate
in some of the Dream Rides ourselves. So our modest Honda S2000
made an appearance at Kimbolton
(where we didn’t get a single taker)
and then at Andrew Lake’s closed
event at Rockingham, where I got an
instant (real) tan and Greg got a bill
for 4 new tyres.

I ONLY WISH I
HAD REMOVED MY
EARRINGS BEFORE
PUTTING ON THE

Finally, we had a great evening at Alconbury, at an event coordinated by
Kimbolton Castle Rotary Club with the
help of Alconbury Driving Centre,

RATHER SNUG
FULL-FACE CRASH
HELMET. SHOULD I
WISH TO, I CAN

where some Bears provided accelerating experiences for the participants in
the National Burns Camp.
It was there that I had another ‘bucketlist’ wish fulfilled when I got a ride in
an Aerial Atom. Thank you, Chris; the
tour of the runway took my breath
away. I only wish I had removed my
earrings before putting on the rather
snug full-face crash helmet. Should I
wish to, I can now get pencils through
the holes in my ear lobes.
Here are the new members since last
issue, welcome to you all.
Hilary
membership@sportingbears.co.uk

NOW GET
PENCILS
THROUGH THE
HOLES IN MY EAR
LOBES.
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Andy Ransley

Ashford, Kent

Nick Ponting

Sandown, IoW

Cy Paskell

Henlow, Beds

Adrian Sullivan

Barrow upon Soar

Dave Higgins

Cowes, IoW

Tony Snow

Brighton, E Sussex

Helen Hall

Bray, Berks

Malcolm Scopes

Keston, Kent

Mark Hunter

Bathgate, W Lothian

Neil Moreton

Hemel Hempstead

Hamish Rowe

Cheltenham, Glos

David Evans

Bembridge, IoW

Alan Gove

Lightwater, Surrey

Alistair Borthwick

Pontarddulais

Christopher Clark

Sutton Coldfield

Jane Parker

Rosendale, Lancs

Alan Lewis

Radley, Oxon

Elliott Bird

Tipton, W Midlands

Sanjay Kaeley

Crawley, W Sussex

Shaun Wilcock

Sale, Cheshire

Clive Chisnall

Leyland, Lancs

Tom Lennon

Liverpool

James Bragg

Nailsea, Somerset

Elaine Giles

Halifax, W Yorks

John Harvey

Chester

David Kitcher

Camberley, Surrey

Jim Short

Wellingborough

Graham Guest

Stockton on Tees

James Bartholomew

Bournemouth

David Warner

Highbridge, Somerset

Graham Forskitt

Northampton

Jo Cobb

Southend on Sea

William Noble

Lockerbie

Keith Waters

Stevington, Beds

Henry Laurie

Lauder

Glenn Woodhouse

Weedon, Northants

Peter Ellis

Newcastle upon Tyne
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Thank you Letters
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Charity Secretary’s Report
EB Awareness Month
Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) is a group of
genetic skin conditions which cause the
skin to blister and tear at the slightest
touch.

EB
AWARENESS
MONTH TAKES
PLACE IN
OCTOBER AND

EB Awareness Month takes place in October and we hope people will support our
campaign: #Show Your Seams.
We are asking people to wear their
clothes inside out for a day, or for a short
while. This might sound a little strange but
we think it will help raise awareness of
how even the smallest things, such as
seams and labelling on clothing, can
cause pain for people with EB.

WE HOPE
PEOPLE WILL
SUPPORT OUR
CAMPAIGN:
#SHOW YOUR
SEAMS.
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After 19 months of continuous building
work Naomi House has been completely
transformed. Naomi House first opened
in 1997 providing a home from home
care environment. However, as family’s
needs changed over the years, the hospice needed updating.
A £4 million refurbishment project began
in February 2014 to ensure the hospice
could accommodate the latest equipment
and to create new space in which to care
for the region’s life-limited and lifethreatened children.
The refurbishment means that local children can now receive respite, emergency,
end of life and bereavement care in one
of the world’s most modern and technically advanced hospice facilities.
The photo shows Howard Allen presenting
the cheque from Sporting Bears to James
Knights of the Malvern District Chernobyl

Children's Lifeline, watched by all the
children that came over this year.

They all had a wonderful time and they
were all as good as gold. The children
are now all back home safely, apparently the trip went well with no delays.
Usual floods of tears when they left and
a couple of the children cried too!
The Sporting Bears got a resounding
"Thank you very much".
The Arundel Group RDA
The Arundel Group RDA is a small group,
now 35 years old, formed under the umbrella of the national Riding for the Disabled Association. They meet every
Tuesday afternoon during term time,
around half of their riders coming from
the Lavinia Norfolk Unit at Angmering
School.
They currently have 23 riders aged from
4 to 18, plus
three
adult
riders,
although one of
the adults has
ridden
with
RDA
since
childhood.
There are 34
helpers
and
the group is
run entirely by
volunteers,
e x i s t i n g
largely due to the generosity of their
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Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
hosts Alison and Joy Leggett who own the Arundel Riding Centre where they operate.
Bedford Handicapped Riders Association
Staying on a horsey theme Andrew visited the Bedford
Handicapped Riders Association. It was at the opening
of their upgraded stables which was part funded by
Comic Relief. It
was very busy
and there were
lots of smiling
children
on
horseback!
Everyone
was
very aware and
grateful for the
donation. They
are looking to
put our donation towards the purchase of two new
horses.
The Ellesmere Opportunity Group
The Ellesmere Opportunity Group
started in 1992 as a playgroup
for pre-school children with special
needs and their families. The
group has run continuously since
this time and on the request of
parents has now expanded into a
holiday group welcoming back
children up to the age of 16. The
group is entirely run by volunteers
who not only attend the weekly
play session but offer support to families outside this
time. They have built up a wide range of special toys
to make the play sessions as inclusive as possible and
where necessary raise money to allow them to buy new
toys tailored to the children attending. They feel very
strongly that the siblings of children with additional
needs need a lot of support along with the parents.
Last year, 31 children with additional needs accessed
our group and 19 siblings.
During the holidays they organize day outings taking
into account the needs and abilities of all the children
including the siblings. Such outings can often be daunting for individual families as sadly the general public is
not as considerate as we would all like to believe.
However, going out in a group offers a security and the
knowledge that there is always a helper on hand should
they be needed.
This summer, with the support of the Sporting Bears,
they have visited Shepreth Wildlife Park and also en-

joyed a specialised cycling day in Milton Country Park.
The weather was kind for both trips. They had lots of
families join them and everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Hard work but well worth it. I was asked
to pass on a huge thank you to all our members.
Plenty of Footsteps
The annual Wallingford Vehicle Rally & Parade is going from strength to
strength as thousands
attended the event
on May 10th to view
an awesome array
of cars, from the
quirky and ancient to
sleek new supercars.
Plenty of Footsteps
children came along
to join in the fun and the brilliant family day out also
raised over £7,700
pounds for Footsteps Foundation.
The charity is very
grateful to the organisers for the
chance to benefit
from such a fantastic community event
and to the Sporting
Bears Motor Club
for their ever popular “Dream Rides”.
Winston’s Wish
The death of anyone close can cause immense
sadness and grief but a death by suicide is one
of the most painful and complicated types of
bereavement. A death through suicide delivers a double blow to families - not only do they have to cope

with a sudden, often unexpected death, but they also
have to deal with the way their relative has died.
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Charity Secretary’s Report (cont’d)
I decided to tell Sunny in the summer of last year, how
his father died. He already knew many details about
his dad, but did not know this one, and following the
death of Robin Williams - who Sunny thinks is ace - it
felt like the right time I told him that his dad died by
suicide.
The support and wise advice I received from Winston’s
Wish blew me away, not only practical advice but genuine love, care and compassion was given to me by the
person I spoke to on the Helpline.
Sunny’s Grandma (his dad's mum) died earlier this year,
which was a massive shock. Once again Winston’s Wish
gave support to my family and showed me how much of
a difference they can make.
We don’t feel alone with Winston’s Wish. They recognise the particular challenges that a death by suicide
can present to a family and
offer residential groups for
those bereaved in this way.
The programme specifically
aims to recognise and address
the trauma and stigma surrounding this type of bereavement. They also have a
publication, Beyond the Rough Rock, which can be ordered on-line for anyone supporting a child bereaved
through suicide.

Tyler’s main concern was the happiness of other children
in hospital.
Maria Hanson Foundation - ”me&dee”
Here is Millie who is 4 years
old. Millie has Wilms Tumour, which is a cancer. She
was able to make lots of
smiles and memories with
her family in one of the
caravans with a beach hut
for the week.
Millie's
mother said that after her
chemotherapy treatment, it
was wonderful to see Millie
playing on the beach and
flying her kite just like any
other child.
These two little girls, Katie and Emilia, have Achondroplasia which is a severe form of dwarfism. This affects

Tyler’s Trust
A teenager who launched a charity
to help sick children despite battling
cancer himself has been given the
backing of presenter and DJ Fearne
Cotton. Tyler Murphy, 18, came up
with the idea of putting together gift
boxes for poorly children from his
own hospital bed whilst recovering
from brain tumour surgery.
After being diagnosed in 2010
when
he
was just 12
-years-old,
Tyler, from
Barnham,
West Sussex, went
on to have
14 operations. But
despite
being temporarily wheelchair-bound and partially losing his sight,
Page 10

their lungs, hearing and development. Their father is
currently battling Colorectal Cancer and is recovering
from surgery. A stay in Maddie's Den has provided
them with some much needed family time, away from
the stresses of everyday life, to make happy memories
at a time when this can be difficult.
Caroline McSean
Charity Secretary
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POLAR REPORT
Those of us in Scotland could be forgiven for thinking that
summer had deserted us completely, given the number of
rainy days. The Polars were very lucky in that our events
were almost all dry, many people attended and appeared to enjoy themselves, and we raised reasonable
amounts for the various charities.
On the first weekend in June, Thirlestane Dream Rides
raised a brilliant £3,268.78 from the rides and sundry
other activities, waving cans and sweeties at the unsuspecting public, and hopefully the SACHD charity will be
able to claim another £691.25 from gift aided donations. The presentation cheque was handed over at our
late summer lunch meeting on August 23, where Roddy
Maclean once again showed his prowess as an ambassador for the charity.
Later in June Paul ‘Grizzly Bear’ Bonsall bravely organised another Northern Gambol at the Fat Lamb. 22 cars
signed up for a great weekend of driving and eating,
with some fund-raising for Jigsaw thrown in.
In early July, Corbridge Classics car show, ably organised by Bob Selby, raised £459.76 for the Smile for Life
Charity. This is a very relaxed and pleasant show and
gets bigger every year. There was a constant stream of
punters looking at the cars and being very generous
about donating money or buying bears. On the same
day, Polar John Rutter was showing his latest acquisition,
a Lamborghini Murcielago Prindiville, at the Extreme
Torque show held at the Nissan factory, and raised a
very acceptable £237.16, also for Smile for Life.
Later in July, Andrew Carrie once again manoeuvred his
way around the permissions required by Edinburgh Coun-

cil, and the Classics in the City event duly went
ahead. Two Hearts and Minds “Clowndoctors” graced us
with their presence; Lies and Rachel, alias Drs Sprout and
Mouse, and brought a smile to the faces of all who
passed. Our display certainly attracted attention! A lot
of that was from tourists, some of whom said they had
never seen cars like these before. As a result of everybody’s splendid efforts on the day, we raised £482 for
the Clowndoctors – a good sum for 6 hours in the sunshine.
On the weekend of 25th July, 8 Polars joined Jim and
Aly Harris for the 40’s weekend at Leyburn in the Yorkshire Dales. This is a great event for those of us who like
the music and atmosphere of that age and we would
thoroughly recommendt. We’ll definitely be going
again.
On 10th August a few Polars attended the Historic
Wheels show at Brodie Castle, albeit all except ourselves
unknown to each other until we attended the prize giving
- two won prizes; Cherie Timney Gunn for her Mini, and
John Ducker for his Heinkel. The actual categories escape me since this show is renowned for the number and
variety of reasons for awards. Congratulations to them.
A few of us will be visiting the Concours d’Elegance at
Holyrood Palace in early September. This is closely followed by the Bo’ness Hillclimb event, where we have 7
cars on our stand, and hope to rehome a few bears and
raise something for the REACT charity, while having a
good time with our ursine friends.
Dick and Pat Nortcliffe

THIRLESTANE DREAM RIDES - Dick Nortcliffe
Once again hopes were high for a fine weekend as this
had been forecast all the previous week. Fifteen willing
volunteers assembled at the
Lauderdale Hotel for the now
traditional pre-setting up lunch
on the Saturday, ably organised
as usual by Kate Cherry. We
then made our way to the Castle
to set up for our 10th appearance at the Borders Vintage
Automobile Club's Motoring Extravaganza. The first of the
day’s tasks, setting up the large
marquee, provided something of
a challenge owing to the gusty
wind, but, thanks to good teamwork and direction it was
eventually up and secured. Discretion suggested that the

other lighter gazebos could wait until the morning and
we concentrated on setting up the garage area, judged
to the centimetre by Andrew with
his new “wheelie thingy”, to Mike
Webber’s plan.
Sunday was again a little gusty
so the very lightest gazebo was
left out. The wind dropped
throughout the day and we had
some fine sunshine, which brought
out the crowds. We had only
one driver dropout. This was
Dave Henderson’s DeLorean,
which apparently had suffered a
breakdown on Friday but there
had been a slight mix-up in communications so this information came by a circuitous route. This was particularly
Page 11

BEAR FACTS
THIRLESTANE DREAM RIDES (cont’d)
unfortunate since the main theme of the show was
“Back to the Future”, featuring a replica time
travelling DeLorean, complete with Doc and
Marty. We heard later that this was also to feature some nine members of the DeLorean club,
but only 3 of them made it on time!
The long distance medal for drivers goes once
again to Keith and Anne Borkett, who we were
very pleased to see, and we were also delighted
to meet Steve Chant and his wife Jane, who had
accompanied Keith and Anne. Steve provided
timely help to the garage team and Jane helped
out in the charity/driver refreshment role. Polars
Claire and Sid were there helping with the fund
raising. First-time cars in the garage were William Noble’s superb and rare Alfa Romeo 8C,
Steve Ormerod's Healey 3000, Mark McKail's
Tojero Cobra, Brian Hunter’s very fast Nissan GT-R, Niel
Jorgensen’s
Aston Martin Vanquish S, Mark Hunter’s Ultima Can-Am,
Graham Clarke’s Mercedes SLK 55 AMG, Graham
Craig’s lovely Daimler SP250 “Dart” and Sarah Forbes’
charming and very well kept Karmann Beetle Cabriolet. Welcome to all of them and hope to see you again.

Page 12

Many of our Thirlestane regular drivers were there on
the day including James, Graham (Chappell), Phil (Ellis),
Keith, Phil (Roberts), Bob, Andrew, Hamish, Ron, Fozzy,
Mike (Webber), Chris (Pollin), Trevor, Jonathan, Stuart
and Tom. John Ducker was excused this year as he had
to attend his 80th birthday party - congratulations John.
We did consider reinstating the £10 lucky dip as per

AUTUMN 2015
THIRLESTANE DREAM RIDES (cont’d)

last year but, since the start of the rides had been put
back to 11:30 by arrangement with the organisers,
booking at normal rates had already started by the
time we’d decided, so it was quietly shelved.
Brian Short's role as Garage Boss was taken over by
Andrew while Mike Davies took on the Drivers' Briefing. During the day Brian Kirkness did sterling service in
the garage guiding expensive cars safely in and
out. The later start to Dream Rides once again led to us
bringing forward our main ring appearance. Seven
cars paraded in front of the public whilst Andrew gave
a brilliant commentary promoting the Dream Rides.
Despite the later than normal start time we managed to
send out 100 rides or thereabouts with James
McChlery’s Lamborghini Countach the clear leader with
9. The next closest was Brian Hunter’s Nissan GTR on
7. The Dream Rides raised at least £3,025, a slightly
inexact figure since, in the words of one of the booking
team (Pat and Helen), “we were slightly frazzled at the

end”. In any event, the final total was an excellent
£3,268.78, the Rides total being topped up by public
donations, selling badges, the raffle and selling some
baking, teas and coffees, courtesy of Anne Cubitt, Steve
Ormerod, Lorna Hunter, and Chris Cooney who put in a
brief appearance to drop off several wee bags of tablet made by his wife. All donations will go to the Scottish
Association for Children with Heart Disorders (SACHD)
ably represented by three generations of the McLean
family who spent the day with us. They have been
staunch supporters of this event and the Bears ever since
they came for the first time to represent SACHD in
2009. Roddy McLean, now a strapping young man of
16 and a previous recipient of SACHD assistance, gave
a fine thank-you address to the drivers prior to the
Rides starting, which was very much appreciated. He
also accompanied Fiona down to the ring to speak on
behalf of SACHD once she had done her usual Dream
Rides' promotion. As always, the family took lots of

rides and donated a great deal to the day. I think the
wonderful picture of the junior son Alexander in the Ultima Can-Am represents the essence of what Dream
Rides is all about.
We had a number of Polars visit the stand including
Tony Woods, and Karen and Bill Niven, who were attending with the Edinburgh MG Club, Keith and Ann
Davison, Philip and Sally Anderson and Stuart Brown.
A very big thanks to all the drivers and all the Polars,
who worked so hard on the day to make it a success,
and enjoyable for everyone. Pat and I definitely couldn’t have done it without you.
Dick Nortcliffe
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BEAR FACTS
Isle of Wight GARLIC FESTIVAL 2015 - Clive Ford
August was soon upon us and
planning was well underway for
a Dream Rides event at this
year`s Garlic Festival, it was our
second year at the event and we
were aiming to improve on the
£2k raised last year.

weekend event in 2014.
I had spaces fully
booked three months
before the event, and
with sponsorship again
from Wightlink Ferries
giving 50% off normal
fares
our
drivers did
not
need
any further
encouragement to
come to the Isle of
Wight for the weekend - even a certain
Bear Facts editor
turned up from

Cambridge! We also have several new members on the Island
who took part in their first dream
rides event, Jeremy Dale with his
Bentley Continental GT, David
Evans with his Lotus Evora, Dave

We were raising money for two
local children`s charities, Challenge & Adventure who help
support under privileged children, and Beaulieu Respite who
offer respite care for disabled
children.
I certainly didn’t have any problems getting a good selection of
cars this year after a successful

Higgins and his Roushe Mustang,
and Nicholas Pointing with his
fabulous and very popular Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang replica.
After a very wet 2 days prior to
the weekend I was starting to
panic about getting cars in and
out of a muddy field, but with
bright sunshine back on the
agenda for the weekend and
the event organisers spread
straw down to soak up the water
Page 14
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we were in business. Saturday
was very busy, with all of the
cars going out and returning with
smiling passengers - especially
the young ladies returning in a
certain orange Lamborghini!
Saturday evening we all retired
to Merstone for a social evening
at Clive & Jo Westmacott’s
house where we had a mobile
fish and chip van on site to feed
the hungry bears, and Huxley

the magician to provide the entertainment ably
abetted by little Max Handa
and later by Lisa Gleave - Lisa
was such a natural entertainer!
Sunday was another bright and
sunny day, and rides stated just
after 10am, and another busy
day ensued. Later in the afternoon some of the children and
staff from Beaulieu Respite came
to see us and had their photos

taken in some of the cars - Chitty
being a huge favourite!
Another year done and a grand
total of £2606.50 raised over
the weekend. A fantastic amount
for our 2nd year, with people
coming to see us after having
rides the year before which was
very nice to see. One chap in
particular sought out John Hannan and gave him a picture of
his car he had taken the year
before!
A special thank you to all of the
wives/partners who came and
helped out wherever possible, no
matter how big or small the task
you all helped enormously to
make this year`s event another
success, and hope to see you all
here again in 2016.
Clive Ford
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Damsel in Distress - Kim Dobbs
About a month before the most
important day in a year 11 girl’s
life, with friends changing their
plans, she was still in a quandary
and it was looking more like
Catherine wasn’t going to have a
coach to take her to the ball –
sorry a car to take her to the
prom.
Her mom was getting worried
and just happened to ask if I
knew anyone with a ‘nice’ car. I
know that is a silly question – I
know lots of people with very
nice cars - that is a great perk of
being a member of the Sporting
Bears.
How fortunate, Steve who is a
Midland Bear lives in the next
village, and I know he has a
‘very nice car’. All we had to do
is hope he was free on that day
and was willing to help.
I don’t know about Catherine, I
was getting excited at the prospect that she might be going to

the prom in a Lamborghini Huracan – what a star, he was free
and happy to help.
The rest - well Catherine and her
mom said it all.
‘It was surreal - having a Lamborghini turn up to take me to my
prom. I've seen them on TV before, but in real life they're so
much more impressive. And
so fast! Steve
was lovely and
the
reaction
when I arrived
was perfect!’
Sally added
‘thank you so
much it is one
of those occasions we will
remember for
ever. I may be

CAPTION COMPETITION RESULTS
Thanks to our regular contributor Tony Abbiss
we have some good ones this time:
“Ok where are the doughnuts……”
or
“Well , that went well……”
or
“Keep walking - I think we have got away
with it……”
This edition’s competition is on Page 25.
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biased but I think Catherine had
the best transport and her
friends were a bit green’
.
Thanks Steve.
Sally gave a generous donation
to the SMBC for Catherine to
ride in the Lambo.
Kim Dobbs, Midlands Bears

AUTUMN 2015
Thank You Letters

SHIRE BEARS
A group of members meet regularly in the Northamptonshire area. If you
are interested in coming along, we get together on the second Thursday of
each month at the Overstone Manor at 8.0pm. The pub is in Ecton Lane, Sywell and the postcode is NN6 0BB.
All are welcome.
Email: Dave at shirebears@sportingbears.co.uk or call 07901 501578 if you
need more information.
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SPORTING BEARS WEB SITE
Have you had a look at the web site ?
Got any ideas you would like to put forward ?
Please go online at sportingbears.co.uk and let me know what you think.
I am now looking after the day to day operation of the site with a lot of help from Mark Preece.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Norton for all the time and effort he has put in over the
years with the original site, it will be a hard act to follow.
Andy Cooke
01604 870701 or webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk

SBMC Regalia
There is a new way to buy your Sporting Bears regalia clothing.
We have made arrangements for ‘Workwear
Online Ltd.’ to supply you directly with the garments
you need. They are offering a wide range of
styles, colours and sizes. We are hoping to have
some specimen garments available for inspection at
the Classic Car Show at the NEC in November.
When you place your order, your chosen garment
(s) will be embroidered with the club badge (based
on our registered trademark logo) and dispatched
directly to you. A percentage of the sales income
will be returned to the Club.

www.sportingbears.deco-apparel.com.
I should be happy to take feed-back about the purchasing procedure and the garments themselves
(send to: membership@sportingbears.co.uk).
I should be even happier if someone would step
forward to take over the liaison with Workwear
and/or the purchase and distribution of nonclothing regalia such as car stickers, key rings, umbrellas, etc.
Hilary Cannon
SBMC Membership Secretary

Copy and paste this URL into your browser to see
the full range of Club regalia available:
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Fund Raising via our Website
Did you know you can raise funds for the Club, and therefore for Charity via the
Sporting Bears website. We have raised over £1000 so far by doing very little !!

WWW.SPORTINGBEARS.CO.UK
Just by using it to carry out web searches

Yes I know that most of you probably use Google, but why not give this a try. It’s
very simple, any search you do that results in you following sponsored links, can result
in the club getting paid.

Google do just the same
(I’m sure you’ve seen the ‘sponsored links’ on the results page).

Well, they get all the money from that.
If you use the Bears website we will get some of it too.

Set us up as your default home page and use your mouse to raise money for charity.
You can search via the Yahoo box at the top of the page.

ALSO
If you have any future events or reports of past events please send them to us for inclusion on the
website.
Email picture(s) and a written report to
webmaster@sportingbears.co.uk
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BEAR FACTS
CarFest North 2015 - Max Walker
There can’t be many people left who
haven’t heard of CarFest – the
brainchild of BBC Radio 2 DJ Chris
Evans, this biannual family festival
brings together the best of music and
motorsport to raise funds for BBC
Children in Need. Since launching in
2012, CarFest has raised over £1m
each year for Pudsey – and Sporting
Bears Dream Rides have been a
huge part of this successful event
since the very beginning.
CarFest tickets always sell out in minutes, as Chris Evans’s passion combines a unique opportunity enjoy the
famous Oulton Park racetrack, mix
with celebrities and bands, relish a
huge range of food and drink plus
experience non-stop motorsport fun
for all the family including track
rides, dancing diggers, our own
Dream Rides and the now legendary
charity auction!
Despite last year suffering Cholmondeley-style torrential rain for 2 days,
we raised over £25,000 thanks to
the dedication of our Bears team.
We smashed this with an epic £37k
at CarFest South, the first time South
had ever topped North so the bar
was set very high for 2015! However
(said as a proud northerner and with
typical banter) by the time you read
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this we will have already counted the
CarFest South donations and I am
hoping that the South can do it
again! Wondering why? Because our
2015 CarFest North total was a
staggering.....
DDDRRRUUMMMMMMMMMM
ROLL........ £57,000.
Yes, you read that right - £57,000!!!
How did we do this? Let’s go back to
January 2015.
The ‘Sporting Bears Seven’ (an elite
group of cars destined for the track)
was formed, selected and approved
to be promoted online as track experiences. This sparked a huge
amount of interest from people
browsing the CarFest website until
something special happened - CarFest asked us to expand our Seven
to Eleven cars on track. This position
makes the Sporting Bears the envy of
every car club at CarFest, as the
only other single set of cars on the
climb is the Chris Evans Dirty Dozen.
And just to rub it in, the Sporting
Bears Eleven were featured directly
after Mr Evan’s cars – a measure of
his appreciation for our achievements
at CarFest and the sort of accolade
that just can’t be bought.

2015 also saw an increase in promotion - every single CarFest ticket
holder received an email promoting
Sporting Bears Eleven rides, we had
a link on the CarFest home page for
Dream Rides, integration with BBC
Children in Need Silver Guest Packages and promotion through social
media. Thanks to this fantastic publicity, pre bookings started to flood in,
creating many surprises, rewards
and treats for people, and we were
also asked to host the bookings for a
range of extraordinary cars CarFest

AUTUMN 2015
CarFest North 2015 (cont’d)

had arranged on our behalf; including Jodie driving the 2 seater Typhoon, the Noble M600, Aston Martin GT12 and some classic Rally Cars
– now that got Graham Jones’s attention! All this added up to the fine
sum of £10,500 before we even set
foot on site and gave a tremendous
boost to the final figures for the
weekend.
We were delighted to secure the
financial support of Bentley Motors
UK to fund the BIG YELLOW TRUCK,
which has become a Sporting Bears
Carfest icon. The truck arrived early
on Thursday morning at Oulton Park
with stalwarts Alan, Andrew and
Richard on hand to set up along with
Peter (it’s all your fault we have this
truck) Gillatt. Having the truck makes
a tremendous difference to everyone
helping at the event, providing not
just an ideal (and waterproof) booking area but also storage, power,
equipment, transport, an ersatz garage and a great visual impact.
Once the truck was in place, attention turned to the Bears’ own stage –
flanked by 8 foot Dream Rides flags
and featuring a wall of sound courtesy of Ben ‘Mr Amplification’ Gammon. Knowing that Max could sell

umbrellas in the Sahara and still
make a profit, the CarFest team had
asked him to once again be the voice
of the Celebrity Auctions in their
main paddock meaning that this year
he graced more stages than Chris
Evans!
Meanwhile, the continuing influx of
Bears saw a veritable shanty town of
tents erected in the production camping area (Ceri and Rachel pitched at
least 7), and after a long day of
preparation we were ready for a
nightcap and a cosy sleeping bag.
An early start on Friday morning saw
drivers arriving keen to help –
whether this was
their first experience
of
CarFest or they
were old hands.
The
Bears
Eleven assembled to be liveried by Lou
Preece with the
custom printed
Bears 11 logo,
and what an
eleven
they
were: Bentley
GTC
Speed

driven by Lisa “bring the tissues”
Coops, Jane & Spike with the Vanwall, Lamborghini Murcielago Roadster thanks to Will “park it in the
tent” Smith, Ram Cobra supplied by
Jamie “cheeky chappy” & Bev
Wyatt, Ferrari California courtesy of
Mark & Ali Andrews, not to forget
Lola, la, la, la, Lola – Mark & Lou
Preece, Alfa Montreal – Dominic “no
really that bottle does have my
name on it!”, GTD40 – Tony & Lesley
Shannon, Lotus Exige – Daz & Jake,
Porsche 911E – Craig & Melanie,
bookended with another beauty
from Crewe, the aptly named Bentley Mulsanne Speed to be driven by
Andy Green after our ever dutiful
Event Support Vehicle driver Mr Parish took the wheel of his mighty
Range Rover.
So why mention all these cars? People often assume that Dream Rides
events are all about super cars and
high octane speed but CarFest allows us to show the diversity the club
can present. Although CarFest allows
the Bears to gain a very high profile,
every car at the event had to commit
to 3 days at both North and South,
drivers’ briefing, scrutineering and
the restriction of being corralled in a
paddock until the track run. This can
be frustrating at times, as Sporting
Bears don’t like our cars to be stationary, however the pre-bookings of
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CarFest North 2015 (cont’d)
£300 each time easily replaced
any possible funds raised and, the
publicity surrounding the track rides
enabled our Bears Eleven to
achieve valuable promotion on the
website, in emails, through social
media, on the radio and more.
So while the Eleven were enjoying
their complementary drivers’ breakfast, the Dream Rides team arrived
on site to get things moving. This
year, every person with a Bears
ticket was asked to help so with an
small army of high-vis helpers and
a “drivers lounge” stocked with
more tea, coffee, cakes and cookies
than the Bake Off (imagine the NEC
but with heavy lifting) we were
ready to go!
As always it’s the great mix of people and cars that makes an event
special; this year we had Bears who
had bought their own tickets helping
alongside those who had an allocation which meant a fantastic range
of vehicles. We welcomed Jim &
family with the Model T Ford racer
(you really have to see this to appreciate how amazing it looks),
Dave arrived in the R8 Spyder,
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regulars The Smiths brought their
Atom and GTR, to complement
Will’s Lambo on track, while Mr
Maserati himself, Rob Stannard,
braved the journey up North to
show us what a wild shirt looks like
and demonstrate cartwheels! Not to
be outdone by the Smiths’ 3 car
family, Lisa and Bob supplied the
Atom and E-type whilst their stunning Porsche 356 featured on track
in the classics section alongside yet
another Bear - Nick and his beautiful Ferrari Dino.
Friday ran smoothly and with a
standing start of over £10k we felt
sure that we would
top the huge sums
of £38k raised at
CFSouth last year.
And (to be fair to
our Southern compatriots) a number
of people had
travelled all the
way from Kent and
London to help us
Northerners.
In addition to
Dream Rides, prebooked track rides
and auction rides,

the Bears were providing winners of
the Children in Need Silver package with rides, so our desk teams
were split into Dream Rides, Auction
and VIP dealing with a massive
range of rides. Although this meant
some swift swotting up on obscure
makes and models, it was all worth
it as we watched the surprised passengers go from “wow, I’m going in
this car” to “on the track” then
“after Chris Evans” and finally
“THEN ON THE ROAD TOO!”
After this fantastic start to a weekend of non-stop fundraising, it was
time to relax and enjoy the eve-
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ning’s entertainment which included
a star-studded line up of music.
CarFest is undoubtedly the friendliest festival you will visit, with the
high-octane fun on track providing
only a small part of the event. Chris
Evans conceived the show as a family-friendly, all-inclusive, super-sized
village fete and he seems to have
got it spot on with attractions including JCB Digger Land, fairground
carousel and helter-skelter, silent
disco, vintage village, food tent,
football, young drivers, popular
musicians and more - even importing tons of sand for a beach complete with deckchairs – and not forgetting the all-important purveyors
of fine gin.
Saturday saw Team Bear up at the
crack of dawn, ready to welcome
new drivers and new passengers
alike. Jake Wyatt and Sam Locke
worked their magic on the promotion team by the cool wall, Jo Parish
headed up the booking desk ably

assisted by George, Bee and ZuZu,
whilst Judith, Bev and Rach looked
after the pre-booked rides and VIP
passengers. Mike & Gemma did a
sterling job keeping pace with Max
on the auction stage and we had
help from all quarters in locating
the paddock cars! Our loading
area saw the awesome threesome
of Cara, Charlie & ZuZu escorting
passengers under Graham’s direction whilst Tyler took care of marshalling the entrance and Simon
Parish organised the “parade
team” with Hannah, Ellie, Sam and
Melanie (and anyone standing still)
to help clear the route and keep the
public safe each time the Sporting
Bears Eleven left their corral to join
the paddock queue before heading
out on the hill climb track.
Saturday started at pace, with a
whole range of cars added like the
mighty £82k Abarth 695 BiPosto
that Dave Brown has wrangled form
Abarth UK, Shirley’s Xbow, Kev’s

Atom (which made three and still
they were all flat out) , Neil’s Fiat
124 Spyder, Jon Seth’s Tuscan,
David’s Noble, John & Stuart with
the Aventador and Vanquish, the
stately pairing of David & Gina’s
RR Muliner and Bentley GT, Steve’s
Aston Vantage alongside with Peter’s, meanwhile Tony Beverley
brought along his Marcos along
after a refurb last year (for ‘refurb’
see shouting at exhaust suppliers
and cursing engine rebuilds !). Keith
supplied his own tickets along with
his Pug sprint car which, for only a
fiver, certainly packed a punch and
saw a few choice expletives let
loose! Stuart picked his 360 from a
choice of a Rally car or Ferrari, and
our esteemed Bear Facts editor arrived in the SS100 alongside
Amanda driving her XK120.
So with the event in full swing and
the first Bears Eleven track drive
underway, Max headed off to the
main paddock auction stage where
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he was given a weird and wonderful
selection of car rides to sell and was
joined on the block by celebrities like
Neil Fitzpatrick (C4 vet), James Martin, Paul Hollywood and Jason Plato
which was the bids climbing.
Sadly, at precisely 2pm, the Gnat
Air Display team passed overhead
and the whole site was devastated
as local former RAF pilot, Kevin
Whyman tragically lost his life when
his jet plane crashed behind the
trees. Kevin left behind a pregnant
wife and very young daughter –
should anyone wish to donate to his
memorial fund, they can do so online
http://gogetfunding.com/in-lovingmemory-of-kevin-whyman/
The terrible black smoke was a sight
that will stay with many people and
at this point no one knew what would
happen next. Under advice, the CarFest organisers took the decision to
continue with the show and slowly the
event began to carry on.
It is a measure of the Bears’ professionalism when, as everyone was
struggling to cope with the distressing circumstances, our booking team
was counting every Dream Ride
driver and passenger back in. Unfortunately the crash was mere yards
from our route and a couple of drivers were unlucky enough to witness
everything. All Dream Rides stopped
out of respect and Jo led the team
through refunds for all the afternoon
bookings.
Saturday finished in a sombre mood
as everyone’s thoughts turned to the
fateful events of the day.
Our Sunday began with investigation
into a new Dream Rides routes as the
road was closed for Civil Aviation
Authority investigation with a sensible decision swiftly agreed. New
arrivals included Julian in his TVR
and Richard Johal in the Ferrari 430.
The stage auctions continued and
contest over the seat in Craig’s im-
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pressive Porsche 911E took the bidding over £450, with the winning
lady exclaiming “I was in Stuttgart
last week and just had to go in that
classic Porsche!”. Once again, the
celebrity auctions took place in the
main paddock but the surprise stars
of the track emerged as Slowly
Sideways and their Group A and B
Rally cars. Graham Jones
“reluctantly” volunteered to liaise
with the team, enjoying the banter
with the rally drivers and the chance

to get up close and personal without
his GoPro being run over for a
change! The Dream Rides were full
tilt with Andrew Lake exclaiming
“I’ve never been so busy!”
We owe a huge thank you to everyone reading this, everyone who
helped, brought coffee, tea and
cookies, loaded passengers, signed
forms, promoted Dream Rides, escorted people to track, marshalled
the SB11 through the crowds,
brought equipment, set up the PA,

supplied batteries, card machines,
drove cars and generally donned a
hi-vis and name tag and just got
stuck in – you are all superstars! And
a special thanks to CarFest for making the Bears a big part of their
event.
The big question is ‘What will CarFest South do now.........?’
Max & Rachel Walker

CAPTION COMPETITION
The picture this time comes from the
Garlic Festival and features John
Hannan waiting for his next victim
(sorry, I meant passenger) to go out
in the Subaru.

Entries as usual via email please:,
to
editor@sportingbears.co.uk
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Luxury Motor Show – it’s not Barbados but we still love it!
Did you read the Press Day review? Then you know this
event is an important part of the fundraising for When
You Wish Upon A Star, which was founded in Nottingham and celebrating its 25th anniversary. Barbados

reference - well last year Graham and the team did a
splendid and well organised event, while David Shepherd and myself were out in Barbados with Top Gear
Live - well 12 months later and what a difference, no
more Top Gear but LMS grows each time.
Also, I hope the captions on P16 had great results - for
the record Paul takes the pictures, I only email them in to
the editor......!
The successful Press Day launch grew interest and this
year the main brands were flocking to exhibit. Bentley Leicester
returned with Leicester Lamborghini as headline sponsors, Gray
Paul brought Ferrari and Maserati
quickly followed by Audi, Nissan
and JLR UK (more on JLR later)
and specialist Top 555 complement all. Paul with the Jordan F1
was on display, and in the main
VIP lunch area was a Caparo T1
road legal track car.
The day before several Bears met
at the event site to survey the
route and realised why I stressed
to ignore satnav on the M1 and
only exit at Jct27 - yes those
speed humps for Jct26 are no fun!
Mark, Lou and girls arrived with
the Lola on trailer to store in the
hangar on site, well it would be
rude not to start it for the helpers in such an enclosed
space....... ROAR = smiles!
Event organisers Richard and Dominic explained plans
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over refreshments and I missed the Caparo T1 as its
lower than the tables in the VIP room. But guess what,
it’s a 2 seater....albeit 2 VERY JOCKEY SLIM seats, a 2
seater none the less.....hmmmmmm... dream Rides methinks. Off to the hotel after greeting David and
Gina, newly joined Bears who enjoyed the NEC Restoration earlier in the year, Lisa from Bentley UK,
adopted Bear from Crewe with hubby Tim in the
Bentley GT V8s Concours Edition, now that is some
stitching on there, Paul “pictures” Griff, later joined
for dinner by Peter & Kath Gillatt. Good chat all
round and an early-ish night ready for the morning.
Up, Breakfast, drive and meet the growing NW
team, Jon Harvey has replaced the suspension on his
estate car, just for the Bears kit, my sensible family
estate car is fully loaded too and quickly we take
shape. Jo, Simon & Rob in support vehicle, fresh
from the press day excitement and cars are arriving.
We have old, new and returning members helping,
David Ross missed Bears Dream Rides in the states
for 2 years, he has returned home and was quickly back
into the swing, Georgie, a Carfest SB7 Dream Ride Passenger last year has volunteered to bolster the desk with
Jo and team, so from gamekeeper to poacher we think
there. Alison Andrews jumped onto desk duty while Mark
was out in the cali, then exams have removed Bee
Walker and Tyler Jones from any Bears events till CPoP.
Cara Jones was on garage with Charlie Ross and
guided by Emily Moss. Graham overall garage control,

me into drivers briefing, 29 cars with some couples
bringing a car each.
David & Gina bringing the 2 Crewe cars with different
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badges, yes the Rolls Royce Silver Spur,
last of the Crewe built and the Bentley
GT Mulliner. Another 2 car family, Will &
Diane Smith (Lisa Binfield, apparently it’s
all your fault at CarFest North last
year........THANK YOU!) Diane saw you
driving your Atom and Will did not hesitate to get one when Diane mentioned,
well I saw Lisa driving an Atom, maybe I
could? ........ while their daughters manned
the IN gate, the Smith family competition
started, the Murcie was flat out all day
as a big V12 Lambo, but so was the
Atom........who did the most rides.......well
by a snip it was.............????? (shhh, don’t
tell Will, he thinks he did more rides!).
Regulars Daz Exige, Alan Lotus, David
Raynes with improved anticipation for the
Cobra clutch this year, Chris & Chris Aston and F360, David & David McLaren & Noble, TVRs
represented by Jon Tuscan and Andy Chimera, (Andy’s
car recently bought from another Bear, keeping the

Bears family). Ben PA Porsche and Michael with, well,
we didn’t know day to day,
due to a replacement car.
New members Andrew and
Patrick brought the M3 and
Shelby Super Snake, both
great to fit 3 passengers
and Graham when not garage busy had the Elise
ready.
Local Nissan added a GTR
and JLR UK added a V8 F-

type convertible and XF-R. JLR also added to the auction pot, the model of Car Zero E-type lightweight GT
from JLR Special Operations. There are only 7 of these
models signed by Ian Callum - 6 are with the
“missing six” rebuilt E-types that sold for over a
£1million each - this, the 7th model was presented to the press at Pebble Beach to launch
the sale of the missing six with the prototype.
While the prototype is with JLR, the model is
being personalised for the winning bidder, who
will have a unique price of Jaguar and Motoring history.
A full day, with traffic queues in excess of last
year, at 11.30 LMS paused the leaving of the
Supercar Driver convoy, led by Paul Bailey who
is a huge supporter and Bears member with the
“holy trinity hypercars” La Ferrari, P1 and 918.
As these were followed by 50+ other supercars
this was another added attraction, flashes of
cameras, phones and pads along the route in
and driveway.
Finally the Dream Rides settled as outside conditions
cleared to normal and cars were catching up. It was a
real test for the garage and desk teams, keeping people smiling with delays. Planned lunch break to catch up
after the convoy - still didn’t catch rides up till 2pm. So
with convertible Bentley GTs, F-types and Astons comparing to their coupe counterparts it was interesting to
see how rides were booked. The Lola went out with its
usual roar and was planned as one of the VIP auction
rides later. We also added a SWAT Police Dodge
Charger, lights and sirens every time it left - smiles everywhere.
(Continued on page 28)
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With WISH families being taken out mixed with queuing
donating passengers, it was a great day. The finale
was the Bentley GT Concours SWAT Take Down. Lisa
from Bentley seemed nervous about what to do, I explained, just drive in to there, where US Police cars will

box you in front and back, then just follow orders........”what?” trust me (I smile) they will tell you.
“Driver.......Out of the car......DRIVER! OUT OF THE CAR!
Then each passenger was removed under SWAT cover,
cable tied face down, watched with huge smiles from the
VIP crowd. All of a sudden the 3 passengers were secured when Dominic, LMS co-founder and Goosedale
owner was identified as the leader...... “Dominic, hands
up” as the SWAT team pushed their way, pointing M16
assault guns.
Good day all round, £7,625 raised on Dream Rides, not

including Lola and Bentley SWAT auctions - wow that’s a
way to start the year for us. It was great to hear that
Supercar siege had a similar day, with traffic delays
and a great result at the end too and I am sure the
Bears on Gambol were waking to a lovely Cumbrian
d ay af t er f e w days s o c ia l
tour.....wow, what a busy weekend
across the country for Sporting Bears.
Thank you,
Max Walker

Editor’s note: I am reliably informed that
Simon is admiring the TVR’s engine - it is
not under assistance.
Note to self: - need to thoroughly vet informers credentials in future.
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MIDLANDS BEARS REPORT - Lissa Wiltshire
Doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun? It hardly seems
possible that 3 months have passed since the last Bear
Facts. Here in the Midlands we have had a great summer of events.

won an award for the Westfield in the ‘People’s choice’

Woodford Halse Country Fair & Classic Vehicle Rally
The weather was kind to us all day, and we enjoyed
chatting to the public and raising awareness of the
Bears. Several classic car owners expressed an interest,
and hopefully will now have joined.

category. Well done, Kim. The biggest thrill however,
was the appearance of Vulcan XH558 towards the end
of the day. I can’t believe there was anyone there who
didn’t get goose bumps at the awesome sight and sound
of this iconic plane.

Wellesbourne Wings & Wheels
On Sunday 21st June it was back to Wellesbourne. It
was a great chance for those who had visited Vulcan
XM655 back in May to watch her doing her fast taxi
runs, with the added bonus of a special visitor. It was
another beautifully sunny day, with thousands of members of the public attending, and the Bears display received a lot of interest. In fact our very own Kim Dobbs

Drive out Day"
At the crack of dawn (8.00 a.m.) on Sunday 5th July
some 22 Sporting Bears gathered at Hatton Country
World near Warwick, ready for Hugh and Sonia Jackson's annual "Drive out Day". We were delighted to see
Bob Smith, who had travelled from Cumbria to be with
us. As always Hugh's meticulous planning had arranged
for the Café Lavender Blue to open early and provide
fuel for hungry bears, keen to stock up with anything
from a cuppa to a full English breakfast before setting
off.

(Continued on page 30)
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MIDLANDS BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
We eventually tore ourselves away,
with suitable intervals between cars,
armed with Hugh's excellent written
directions. His route took us on a
roaming drive, mainly on scenic 'B'
roads, through several counties to our
end destination of the Shuttleworth
Collection, near Biggleswade in Bedfordshire. Despite Hugh's meticulous
planning, within a few miles from
Hatton we were unexpectedly confronted by a manned "Road Closed"
sign. Despite attempts to negotiate
a way past the marshals for our select group we were persuaded it

was not a good idea to try and
weave our way through 200 cyclists
preparing for a road race. No
problem though as a diversion was
well signposted and all found their
way past the closure. The customary
mid run 'pit stop' was arranged at
the Cherry Tree Garden Centre at
Pottespury, where normal comfort
could be resumed.
The second leg saw us arriving at
Shuttleworth around 1.00 pm, where
we had been briefed to park and
then gather outside a designated
hanger for a group photograph before "doing our own thing". Our visit
had cunningly been timed to coincide
with the Shuttleworth Military Pageant with World War I Commemoration. The normal attractions of the
static aircraft collection and Swiss
Garden were supplemented by a
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display various vehicles from times
gone by, particularly from WWI,
and several trade and charity
stands. Many of our party were
overwhelmed by the variety of things
to see and do and forgot Hugh's request to meet up, hence only fourteen of us appear in the group photograph, including Dave and Yvonne
Peat who had travelled directly to
the show!
The real action began with the start
of the air display and the loud arrival of the last flying Vulcan bomber,
which gave an impressive display of
manoeuvres for
some ten minutes. The next
few hours were
then taken up
with a series of
flying displays
and flypasts by
a wide range of
aircraft
from
both
world
wars,
with
probably
the
best commentary I've ever
heard at an air
show. A flying display by a recently
restored Blenheim bomber was another rare sight.
Another most enjoyable and well
organised Drive Out Day. Our thanks
to Hugh and
Sonia for all
their time and
efforts putting
it together. It
will be hard to
top this run
next year!
Thanks to John
Redshaw
for
putting
this
‘Drive
Out
Day’
article
together.

‘Classic Nostalgia’ at Shelsley Walsh
Sunday 19th July 2015
"Classic Nostalgia produces some
wonderful sights, sounds and magnificent machines from over the
years, in a pretty setting amongst the
wonderful Worcestershire hills." Sir
Stirling Moss
A group of Midlands Bears enjoyed
a repeat visit to this annual Event at
Shelsley Walsh, and were delighted
to welcome Bob Smith for the Day!
The Event attracts a wide variety of
pre 1980s competition cars competing on the historic hill climb course,
plus spectacular vehicle displays, &
vintage-inspired entertainment with
musicians, live bands and show dancers.
Guest of Honour Derek Bell celebrated the anniversary of his first Le
Mans win 40 years ago by driving
the Porsche 956 and Jaguar XJ12C
during the Event. Derek took autograph sessions, promoted his book
‘My Racing Life’ (of course!), carried
out an interview with motorsport
commentator Toby Moody, and generally made himself readily available.
To quote "I am like a kid in a candy
store here today, being allowed to
drive a selection of cars from over
my career, with their current owners
taking such a pride and pleasure in
seeing their iconic cars in action”.

AUTUMN 2015
MIDLANDS BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
Derek rounded off with taking one
lucky prize winner for a passenger
ride up the hill in the Bentley Continental; and as a Bentley Ambassador he drove his ‘company hack’ with
more verve than anything else!
Rockingham
On Saturday 8th August the Bears
took over Rockingham with a chance
for some of the charities we support
to come along and have Dream
Rides. It was an opportunity for
them to have a great day out, and
experience for themselves the wonderful cars that Bears members have.
I think the small selection of comments
from the charities sum up exactly
how much the day meant.
Maria Hanson MBE the founder of
the Maria Hanson Foundation, which
is also known as ‘Mee&Dee’ came
along, with her partner & cosupporter Mark, to Rockingham with
7 Families. The picture with Maria
shows the delight & smiles on the
faces of these severely handicapped
children. They all had a super day

Barry Noy - Solihull Young Carers
Team Manager commented:
“The Sporting Bears ‘Dream Rides’
experience at Rockingham was just
that, Young Carers had the opportunity to have a ride in some amazing
cars and all the Bears were very good
with everybody.
A big thankyou to you all for making
it a special day. The feedback from
the 12 Young Carers able to go says
it all. ”whoever owned the white Porsche a Young Carer said it was epic,
the best ever!!!!”

with Maria and the Mums & Dads &
Children saying … “thank you; it’s
been fantastic; when can I come
again?”.

“Dear Ian, Andrew and the rest of the
Sporting Bears Club Members,
We would like to send our sincere
thanks for your very kind invitation to
attend your event at Rockingham Motor Speedway on Saturday, 8th August 2015.
The young people (and staff helpers)
had a great time and were in awe at
the variety of cars there. The drivers

SOLIHULL YOUNG CARERS

Joanne Danaher, the Community
Fundraising Officer for Birmingham
& Warwickshire Acorns Children's
Hospice said “We had 4 families that
were able to attended the Rockingham
event Birmingham. Everyone had a
fantastic time! Thank you Sporting
Bears for the invitation and for the
support. It is very much appreciated.”

MARIA HANSON FOUNDATION

A letter from Birmingham Children’s
Hospital

Comments from Katie West, Birmingham Children’s Hospital:
“I just
wanted to send you a quick email to
say thank you so much for last Saturday at Rockingham. Our Renal patients had an amazing day. – our
group was in the big coach, over 20
young people with their families! I
know it meant a lot to our patients
and their families. Thank you again,
you are so kind to our charity and we
are extremely grateful.”

were extremely kind and considerate
to our young people (some of our
young people came back with goodies) and went above and beyond their
duties to ensure that everyone had a
good day. In fact, many of our young
people are still talking about the cars
in which they had the opportunity to
ride and the ones which they would
like to try should they have another
opportunity to attend a similar event.
Some have even decided which cars
they will be buying for themselves
when they are older!
The coach journey back to Birmingham
was full of laughter and excitement.
Some of the comments overheard
from the young people included; “Oh,
man. That was like my idea of
heaven!” and “Now that was a dream
come true!!”

Page 31

BEAR FACTS
MIDLANDS BEARS REPORT (cont’d)
So what next for the Midlands
Bears?
On Saturday 3rd October there will
be a static display at the Pirelli Stadium, Burton upon trent, for the Me
and Dee Charity Ball.
13th to 15th November is, of course,
the Classic Car Show at the NEC.
Always a huge event for the Bears,
and the final event for us here in the
Midlands, but we are already looking ahead to next year, and plans
are afoot!
Our first event is a ‘Welcome to
2016 ‘ lunch on Sunday 10th January at 12.30 at The Rose & Crown,
Alcester Road, Portway, B48 7JD
(just off Jnct 3 M42). Please contact
Kim or Ian for bookings or any enquiries.
Thank you again for this amazing opportunity and for allowing our young people to enjoy a well-deserved day out
doing something which they would not have the opportunity
to do otherwise.”
Courtney Abbott & Rachel Weston.

As always, we look forward to seeing you next year,
and please don’t hesitate to contact us with any ideas for
future events.
Lissa Wiltshire

BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
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A Big Thank You
for a fantastic
day out from the
Renal Unit of Birmingham Children’s Hospital
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CPoP
Cholmondeley Pageant of Power
(CPoP) just wouldn’t be the same
without the customary Met. Office
weather warning and 2015 followed
in the footsteps of previous years
with a caution for rain, wind, more
rain and, yes, even more rain. Well,
this was Chumley Chumpop after all!
Despite the rain we had a calm set
up on Friday with a lesson well
learned from 2014 when we realised the public tend to stay close to
the main paddock area on Friday
and then head straight into the concert in the evening. Although we didn’t have Status Quo to entertain us
this year, we all enjoyed a very relaxing evening enjoying some fine
tunes from Rick Parfitt Jnr albeit after only three Dream Rides completed.
Knowing the NW Bears’ reputation
for providing exceptional event support, the CPoP organisers asked if
we could assist with manning the car
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club gate. Once the clubs were on
site, the Bears were the only people
using this gate so we marshalled with
pleasure, as this meant that our cars
moved easily in and out - after a
little acceleration test on the driveway of course!
Whilst we set up, two rather special
cars had been given track approval
to carry a passenger on the testing
CPoP circuit. So, three times a day,
David Ross’s Jaguar F-type R and
the Bluebell BMW i-8 driven by Matt
helped raise money with Dream
Track Rides courtesy of the CPoP
invite! The new Bentley GTC, also
fresh from completing the track, was
handed over to Andy Green as our
own Bentley approved driver, so
once again he was able to enjoy the
roof down!
As usual, our wonderful Bears “pit
crew” provided all the support and
administration necessary to keep the
event running smoothly – taking

bookings, loading cars, marshalling
the paddock and keeping the
“drivers’ lounge” supplied with tea
and biscuits. Driving for Charity is
only part of what happens; it is talking, booking, revving, smiling, helping, explaining and driving that
raises so many smiles and so much
money.
Saturday arrived, along with the rest
of our Bears team, many of whom
pitched up during the night and early
morning despite the dire weather
reports! We count ourselves very
lucky to have members who turn up
come rain or shine to drive their
pride and joy - raising smiles and
funds for children’s charities - this
year we supported the wonderful
Wingate Centre. For more than 25
years, the Wingate Centre has been
offering the chance to have a holiday away from the limitations of
home in a unique and safe environment to children and young adults

AUTUMN 2015
CPoP - (cont’d)

with all levels of physical and learning disabilities, and those who are
disadvantaged. Nimal parked his
beautiful Jaguar E-type by the
Wingate Centre stand enabling the
charity to promote Dream Rides.
Since the exciting track action featured the Sporting Bears, people
were thrilled at the chance to be a
passenger in our cars, with opinion
firmly divided between the traditional roar of the F-type V8 to the
hushed beauty of the i-8. If you
thought ‘silent running’ was the future of car design - it’s actually the
here and now!
Our Dream Rides paddock featured
regulars and newcomers all providing combustion engine based fun for
visitors. Once again, we worked
from the top of the field. This ideal
location meant we were closer to
the track crossing and this, along
with amplification courtesy of Ben
Gammon, meant we were able to
draw the crowds (although some
may say that Max requires no further aural augmentation). Saturday’s main action was a thrilling air
display from an RAF Typhoon, demonstrating stunning air agility that
wowed the crowds and with an afterburner roar which even had

Mark a little envious next to his
Lola! However, the Bears reciprocated with our own ‘rev-off’ by the
Lola, Ferrari California, Lambo
Aventador and the return of the
Countach. It was alleged that the
Jonathan's Countach won the competition which resulted in Mark fitting straight through pipes on the
Lola for CarFest!
We all know that the Bears love to
show off their vehicles, but sometimes the most impressive are not to
be found on the Cool Wall – none

more so than the mighty ESV, driven
by Simon Parish and equipped with
enough yellow lights and cones to
mark the flight line for the Typhoon!
Events don’t run themselves without
amazing teamwork and CPoP has
always exemplified the true spirit
of Bears’ camaraderie – whether
during the day to get through the
rain storms or in the evening to help
stay cosy under canvas. On the Saturday evening our members braved
more downpours to enjoy/tolerate
the ‘Tenors of Rock’ while Max was
called to a site safety meeting (you
know who you are!) only realising
on his return that those who had
remained wished they too were in
the safety meeting (so guessing the
Tenors won’t be booked next year).
Sunday dawned with sunshine and
more fabulous members helping to
marshal the gate from 6am, directing the car clubs through and greeting fellow Bears as our cars arrived
for another day driving for charity.
Nimal managed to make it track
side pre 7am closedown and once
again the Bears were ready for
action. Drivers’ briefing was a little
sterner after Saturday’s mischief,
with the ever genial Tony Beverley
taking the brunt of jokes (as always).
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was delighted as we raised a
staggering £9,300 and CPoP
Event Director James Hall summed
up our weekend when he declared
"you smashed it!" and we certainly
had.
Thanks to everyone who helped to
make CPoP an event to remember.
Max and Rachel Walker

Sunday also saw the arrival of a
very special surprise visitor as
Simon Parish radioed and asked
Katie to escort a couple of lost
people to the information point. As
he arrived in the Bears ESV and
Katie dutifully opened the door we
all heard shrieks of “what are you
doing here?!” Unbeknownst to Ka-
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tie, her daughter
had flown back from
Australia and Andy
had sneaked out to
collect them – yet
another fantastic
moment in a weekend of smiles!
The Wingate Centre

BEAR FACTS
KOALA’S REPORT
The end of May started a busy
period for the Koala’s and Dream
Rides. We started off at the Supercar Event at Dunsfold before
moving to a new Dream Rides
event, Arundel Castle Classic Car
Show, then our very popular fun
rides for the children and families
of Naomi House and Muffins
Dream Foundation the following
week at Middle Wallop. In August
we headed off to the Garlic Festival on the Isle of Wight and on the
same weekend we had been

Sunday at Dunsfold
new recruitment.

Saturday at Dunsfold
asked to attend the Cowley Classic
Car Show for the first time, which
was very ably run by Mike Gardner and then a new show in Camberley the following week. It’s

© Phil Day
been great to have so many new
events to attend this year as they
provide such a great opportunity
to get the Club and its benefits out
to a new audience and allows for

The Supercar Event is now the Koala’s biggest in terms of both car
capacity and funds raised, with an
early start and late finish for the 2
days that it runs. Following a rejig
of our area last year for the Sunday, the organisers have given us
a barrier secured area for both
days and the size of it has been
significantly increased, easily accommodating the 35 cars planned
for each day. The only compromise for this secured area was that
all the cars leaving the track had
to come through our garage, but
this really was a small price to pay
so a much safer garage. We also
had more drivers from further
afield this year and we are grateful to those that made long time
consuming journeys only to then
spend the weekend constantly tak-

Sunday at Dunsfold
Page 38

AUTUMN 2015
KOALA’s REPORT (cont’d)
ing passengers out.
The Saturday started slow even
though the weather was showing
early signs of promise. We had a
wide and varied range of cars
over the weekend including two
Lamborghini’s, five Aston Martins,
Bentley’s, several Nissan GT-R’s
and a wide and varied mix of everything else. In fact, everything that
shows what a variety of cars the
SB Membership has.
In order to try and better show the
variation of the show, the organisers had installed a massive TV
screen overlooking the paddock
area of the track and this constantly ran interviews of the various
other activities, including ours, in an
attempt to ensure all the visitors
were aware of the many options.
Saturday really was a strange day
as we were visited by a few people who had taken rides with us
before and some at more than one
event but in general it was a slow
take up, resulting in a much earlier
drop of some cars prices than we
would have hoped for. It seemed
very strange for what is very much
a high powered car show. With
prices dropped some of these cars
very quickly became popular, Gareth’s Gallardo Spyder and
Helen’s Aston Martin Vanquish
started to run continuously but hey
were not the only one’s! Unfortunately following lunch time the
weather started to look more
threatening and by around
3.30pm the whole show was very
quiet but a quick check on the total
and we still appeared to be on
course to overhaul last year’s total.
Sunday started much better, with
fewer Aston Martins and a slight
change to the line up, continuation
of the reviewed pricing structure, a
new group of helpers and a differ-

ent approach to working the
crowd, we were soon providing the
visitors their Dream Ride experiences and they just kept coming. It
was without doubt the busiest Sunday we have ever experienced but
as a team we pulled it together
and succeeded.
The big effect of that hard work,
last year 2014 we raised £5450,
this year 2015, we achieved
£8778, an increase of 61%.
Our introduction into
new event at Arundel
ommended to us by
our Patron Barrie
“Whizzo” Williams.
Arundel Castle runs
many events during
the summer months
but it has never had
a proper car show
before - it had only
held events for single marque clubs
previously.
We
were introduced to
the Arundel Castle
Classic Car Show in

July was a
Castle, rec-

February when the initial meetings
took place to get the whole event
off the ground. Several visits later
we had finally got a location enabling us to depart the castle
grounds straight out onto the main
Arundel High Street - the only
slight downside was we were a
little way away from the rest of
the car show situated in the lower
castle grounds. The other thing that
conspired against us was the
weather, with pretty constant drizzle from mid morning onwards.
We had some interest and we pro-

Some of The Bears lined up
© Chris Carter

The Bears setup by the entrance to Arundel
High Street . © Terry Clothier
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vided some rides but it was a quiet
day. The restaurant in the castle
serves some amazing home cooked
cakes and I suspect most of the
visitors found that to be the one of
the best places to be considering
the weather. It was still a great
day out, a good bunch of drivers
and helpers and fun was had by
all. We didn’t miss out on cake
though as local member Wanda
Corlett made a stunning lemon
drizzle cake for us to share. Bring
on next year and the sunshine, we
believe this event has much more to
give.
The weekend after Arundel we
headed off to Middle Wallop to
provide our established rides for
Naomi House and this year also
included Muffins Dream Team. The
weather was stunning and the rides
were constant as were the smiles.
Next we headed off to the Isle of
Wight for the Garlic Festival
weekend on the 15/16 August and
also on the Sunday we attended
the Cowley Classic Car show for
the first time. Cowley was very
kindly run by Mike Gardner and
the Bears made enough of an impression, even though like many
first events the public realised late
in the day what we do, that it is

possible a return could be on the
cards for next year.
The Garlic Festival is a challenge if
for no more than the organisers
entrance fee is quite expensive as
are many of the garlic outlets so
we are trying to encourage people
to spend more. The benefit this
year was that at least some of the
public knew what we were doing
and came back for rides although
the show is predominantly geared
at the tourist/visitor sector rather
than the locals. All that said Clive
and Sue Ford did a great job and
the monies raised were up 25% on
last year and will benefit both
Challenge and Adventure and
Beaulieu Respite Isle of Wight,
each charity having 50% of the
total £2606 raised.
From the Garlic Festival we moved onto
Camberley for another
new event on 22nd
August. This event was
recommended by, and
then developed by
David Raeburn with
the Camberley Car
Show organiser Ken
Bonner. The show itself
evolved some 4 years ago and has
steadily grown into quite a spec-

tacular event, the star of this year’s
show being an old Tyrrel 6 wheel
F1 car, the Bloodhound SSC Project
and of course the first visit of the
Sporting Bears.
Our very first rides were booked
by a family who had taken rides
at CarFest previously and had
both Mustangs out on the road. The
day was extremely sunny and hot
and as a result we attracted rather
a lot of attention at our location at
the top of the High Street. The passengers kept coming and without a
doubt we put plenty of smiles on
faces and this will be a definite for
next year. There were ongoing
discussions through the day with the
organisers on the best way to develop it for next year. They seem

to have been extremely happy
with what we were able to bring to
the event, so I am sure that we will
be back.
Have you an event that you think
we can bring a little something different to? Do you know a charity
that would benefit from the Sporting Bears involvement or do you
just want to get in touch? Please
contact us via our email address:koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
or trudimbubb@gmail.com and
Trudi on 07946 431477 or Huw
on 07941 575465

Both pictures on this page are from the
Camberley event taken by Steve Bell
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Huw and Trudi
The Koala Bears

AUTUMN 2015
Thank You Letters
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Mello sponsors The Sporting Bears Motor Club by providing all of
the clubs stationery requirements free of charge
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Forthcoming Events
October 2015
3
Marfan Trust @ Middle Wallop
3
Mee & Dee Charity Ball

Huw Page
Alan Moss

koalabears@sportingbears.co.uk
07855 322418

November 2015
13-15
Lancashire Insurance Classic Motor Show, NEC

Andrew Lake

treasurer@sportingbears.co.uk

December 2015
6
Polars Lunch (Collingwood Arms)
12
Miles for Smiles (Part 1), Isle of Wight
12
Miles for Smiles (Part 2), Isle of Wight

Dick Nortcliffe
Clive Ford
Clive Ford

polarbears@sportingbears.co.uk
clivef@uwclub.net
clivef@uwclub.net

February 2015
7
Annual General Meeting, Solihull

Neville Colvin

secretary@sportingbears.co.uk

Notice of the 2016 AGM
The 2016 AGM will be held on Sunday 7th February at the new
venue of the National Motor Cycle Museum , Coventry Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B92 0EJ. This is on the M42 motorway at junction 6 (opposite the NEC). We are meeting in the Crows Nest Suite.
Coffee and tea will be served from 10.30 with the meeting starting
at 11.00am. There will be a cordoned off area in the car park for
the SBMC cars. The temporary change of venue has been caused by
the non-availability of the Motor Heritage Centre on this date.
Regards
Neville
SMBC Club Secretary
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